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Libya expresses reservations 
about proposed trial site 

; Q(^ ) _ * Ul 2? “P^sed reservations Sunday 
aouuL holding the trial of two suspects in the I9RS 
liiiwkeAie bombing at a former U.S. air base in the 
! Netherlands. It said it was astonished at the choice of 
Camp Zeist site at the Soesterberg air base and wants 
to inspect it before agreeing to holding the trial there 
according to Libya’s official JANA news agency The 
Dotch and British governments on Friday signed an 
agreement to use Camp Zeist, about 32 kilometers 
southeast of Amsterdam, for the proposed trial of the 
two Libyans. Soesterberg was a U.S. Air Force base 
&om 1954 to 1993. 
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Yemen blast kills two 

ADEN ( R) — Two people were killed and at least 
eight wounded in an explosion in Yemen’s southern 
port city of Aden on Sunday, the official Yemeni news 
agency SABA said. “An explosive charge went off ar 
around 12:00 noon local time at Sheikh Othman area 
in Aden. Two people were killed in the incident and 
eight others were wounded” SABA said. Witnesses 
said a hand-pulled can exploded near a police station 
in a crowded street. They said the blast ripped apart 
the car. killing two passersby instantly. Police have 
begun investigating the incident. It was not immedi- 
ately clear who was behind it but residents say Aden 
has witnessed a number of unexplained explosions in 
recent weeks, usually at night. Earlier on Sunday, 
tribesmen damaged a main oil export pipeline near 
Sarwah in the Marib province, tribal sources said. 
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In phone interview with JTV 

Results of third chemotherapy 
session ‘better than expected’ 


AMMAN . (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, cur- 
rently undergoing 

chemotherapy in the United 
States, told Jordan Television 
Sunday evening that the 
results of medical tests taken 
halfway through his treat- 
ment ■ were reassuring, 
adding that he is in continu- 
ous contact with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, and the gov- 
ernment on aD issues in Jor- 
dan. 

The King described the 
tests conducted following the 
third of six cycles of 
chemotherapy as " most reas- 
suring " and said he looks for- 
ward to returning home upon 
completion of treatment. 

"Everything is good, and 
we finished more than half of 
the treatment process. Doc- 
tors here are quite satisfied 
with the results which are 
more reassuring than expect- 
ed. Our spirits are high." 

The King also conveyed 
the greetings of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor and other Royal 
family members with him in 
Rochester, Minnesota to the 
Jordanian people. 

In reply to a question on 
the remaining stages of treat- 
ment. King Hussein said: 
There arc stffl three more 
stages left. Doctors consult 


each other after each stage 
regarding my health and my 
response to the treatment." 

The Monarch reiterated his 
confidence in the Crown 
Prince and the new govern- 
ment 

"I am fully confident that 
things are going in the right 
direction upon directives and 
guidelines from His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
son, the Regent I am in con- 
tact with the Crown Prince, 
inquiring about everything in 
our country." 

King Hussein said the gov- 
ernment has started on the 
right track in meeting the 
country's aspirations, and 
added "we hope that the 
results will be good.” 

He also took the opportuni- 
ty to reiterate his call for 
transparency and the need to 
inform the public on all mat- 
ters. 

"No problems can be 
solved overnight, and I had a 
short chat with the prime 
minister a few minutes ago 
during which I told him that 
Jordanians are intelligent, 
able and generous, and that 
the government should keep 
in touch with them at all lev- 
els and discuss with them all 
issues of concern without 
haughtiness." 

The King said that 



although Jordan's problems 
are smaller than those of oth- 
ers. “we still have a long way 
to go.” 

King Hussein expressed 
his satisfaction with Jordan 
Television saying: ”1 am very 
very happy indeed to have 


the opportunity to watch Jor- 
dan Television on satellite 
which makes roe feel as if I 
am in Amman and amongst 
my Jordanian family. 1 am 
also looking forward to lis- 
tening to Radio Jordan on the 
Internet soon." 


To be reviewed in 6 months 

Vast majority of deputies to grant 
Cabinet their vote of confidence 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 

AMMAN — Lower House 
deputies, in an unprece- 
dented move, said on Sun- 
day they were planning to 
give the government of 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh a six-month peri- 
od to implement its socio- 
economic and political 
promises before consider- 
ing further support. 

The decision comes two 
days before the House 
stans debating Tarawneh ’s 
policy statement ahead of a 
vote of confidence. 

“We will give the govern- 
ment a chance to prove its 
intentions," said Amman 
Deputy Ali Abul Ragbeb, a 
key supporter of a drive to 
set parameters which 
depones could later use to 
assess the government’s 
performance. 

“But if after six months 
we realise that die govern- 


ment did not fulfil its 
promises, we will then call 
for a session to discuss 
withdrawing our support,” 
he added. 

He and others said over 
55 deputies have agreed to 
present a unified statement 
at the start of the confi- 
dence debate on Tuesday to 
try and organise the tradi- 
tionally time-consuming 
and overlapping speeches 
ahead of the confidence 
vote. 

Abul Ragheb said as 
much as 60 deputies might 
join the initiative and unan- 
imously grant the govern- 
ment confidence provided 
they review its policies 
within six months. 

In the past, deputies used 
such occasions to press for 
demands of their con- 
stituencies at the expense of 
making concrete proposals 
to help improve the govern- 
ment’s performance. 


**So far, we have the con- 
sent of three of the five 
blocs in Parliament in addi- 
tion to some independents 
and opposition figures,” 
Abul Ragheb told the Jor- 
dan Times on Sunday. “We 
are in the process of draft- 
ing the speech that will 
include a package of ideas 
that will focus on the eco- 
nomic. social and political 
fronts.” 

Some deputies, however, 
criticised the collective 
move saying it was a cover 
up to enable the govern- 
ment to gain a higher num- 
ber of votes. 

“1 believe this move was 
created to circumvent the 
authority of the House in 
order to ease pressure on 
the government by present- 
ing one statement on behalf 
of the entire House,” said 
Amman Deputy Abdul 
Majeed Aqtash, speaker of 
the six-member Parliamen- 


tary Action Bloc, which so 
far has not joined the col- 
lective move to present one 
unified statement. 

Deputy Mohammad Abu 
Hdeib, head of the nine- 
member National Bloc, 
told the Jordan Times on 
Sunday that his bloc did not 
reach a decision yet on 
whether or not to join the 
collective initiative. 

In a well-received policy 
statement presented to Par- 
liament on Thursday. 
Tarawneh promised to press 
ahead with reforms to the 
country's struggling econo- 
my but pledged to minimise 
the impact on the poorest 
people. 

He also vowed to improve 
ties with Arab countries, 
many upset by Jordan's per- 
ceived close links to Israel 
under the policies of hard- 
line Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 


Detained Water Authority 
officials released on bail 


10*' 




By Rana Hussein! 

AMMAN — All nine offi- 
cials arrested in the last five 
days in connection with the 
recent water contamination 
crisis were released on bail 
Sunday, judicial sources 
said. 

President of the Amman 
Court of First Instance 
Jiklge Mohammad 

MaSamid ordered that all 
officials be released 
each on JD1,000 bail pend- 
ing trial, a source told the 
Jordan Times. 

The latest arrests occurred 
Saturday when Amman 
Prosecutor Mohammad 
Harahsheh ordered the 
detention of Water Autbori- 
[y Secretary General 
Muaiher Khleifat and his 
assistant Sa’ad Bakri. 


Earlier in the week, seven 
Authority officials were 
ordered detained in connec- 
tion with the water crisis 
that plagued Amman for 
more than two months start- 
ing in early July. 

They were the water qual- 
ity director at the Water 
Authority, Ahmad Oleitnau 
the director of central labs, 
Hassan Omar, head of ihe 
Zai Water Treatment Plant 
Mohammad Abu Taha, the 
Salt lab health expert, 
Mohammad Ghanaeim, and 
heads of the operations 
maintenance and shifts 
department at the Zai Plant, 
Rjyad Muhsen. Muntaser 
Zagha and Fateh Rudwan. 

Prosecutor Harahsheh 
had launched a probe after 
being presented with a 1 OU- 
page report prepared by a 


special investigation com- 
mission formed to deter- 
mine the cause/s behind the 
water contamination inci- 
dent. 

In July, residents of West 
Amman complained from a 
foul-smelling, murky water. 
The crisis led to the resig- 
nation of Water Minister 
Munther Haddadin. 

Recently, the Magistrate 
Court dropped a case filed 
by the Society for Con- 
sumer Protection against 
Haddadin ruling that it can- 
not try ministers. 

The Constitution stipu- 
lates that ministers can be 
tried only after being indict- 
ed by a two-thirds vote, by 
a higher council formed of 
Senators and judges from 
the Court of Cassation. 


Qatar breaks 
with tradition 
in elections 

By Kedar Sharma 
Reuters 

DOHA — The Gulf Arab 
state of Qatar is gearing up 
to hold its first municipal 
elections in an experiment 
with democracy; unique in 
a region in which power 
traditionally resides exclu- 
sively within ruling fami- 
lies. 

The importance of the 
elections lies in (he fact 
that for the fust time one of 
the region’s dynastic rulers 
is willing to share some 
measure of power with his 
subjects. 

It comes not so much as a 
result of public pressure, of 
which there is none or vety 
little, but because the Emir, 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 

(Continued on page 3) 


Regent calls on conference to 
focus on short-term solutions 
for unemployment 

By Ghalia AJul 


AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, on 
Sunday told a national con- 
ference on unemployment 
to concentrate more on 
finding short-term solutions 
to one of the country's most 
pressing problems. 

Organisers of the three- 
day conference earlier said 
the meeting would lay 
short, medium and long- 
term strategies to curb ris- 
ing unemployment — offi- 
cially estimated at 15 per 
cent and unofficially at up 
to 27 per cenL 

“What is required of this 
conference is not only an 
analysis of the problem but 
finding suitable solutions 
(hat the society is capable 
of adopting... based on par- 
ticipation with the private 
sector.” the Crown Prince 
told the parley organised by 
the Ministry of Social 
Development. 

“We don't want a confer- 
ence that would share and 
promote concerns, but a 
conference that would iden- 
tify and implement solu- 
tions,” the Regent stressed. 

In his opening address. 
Prince Hassan said Jordan's 
unemployment figures are 
not worse than those of 
other countries. 

He added, however, that 
“unemployment should not 
be viewed as a figure, but as 
a human dimension in its 
political, social and eco- 
nomic context.” 

The Crown Prince urged 
the government to provide 
social security to Jordani- 
ans and protect them from 
hunger and fear — a 
malaise, which be empha- 
sised is linked to the unem- 
ployment problem. 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, in his letter of desig- 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, flanked by Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Minister of Administrative Development Bassam Emoush, Sunday, dur- 
ing a conference on unemployment (Photo by Boghos) 

nation to the government of seeking to attract foreign 


Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh last month, asked 
it to act in a transparent 
manner and to concentrate 
on fighting social ills plagu- 
ing society such as unem- 
ployment and poverty. 
Government figures now 
show that around 30 per 
cent of the 4_2 million pop- 
ulation live below the 
poverty line. 

The government, its 
hands tied by spending 
restrictions, has to deal with 
an economy growing much 
slower than the annual 3.6 
per cent population growth. 

The gap translates into 
declining living standards, 
higher unemployment and 
increased poverty. 

The government. Dying to 
trim the bloated public sec- 
tor — about half of the mil- 
lion-strong workforce is 
employed by the state — is 


investments to find more 
local jobs. 

Economists and some 
officials fear, however, that 
the. conference would not 
succeed in finding ways to 
eliminate poverty and 
unemployment at a time 
when the country is suffer- 
ing from economic reces- 
sion and budget restric- 
tions. 

“We welcome efforts to 
convene the conference,” 
former Labour Minister 
Abdul Karim Dughmi has 
said. “But we do not 
believe that this conference 
will come up with realistic 
solutions because the prob- 
lem has deep-rooted social, 
economic and educational 
aspects.” 

Prince Hassan urged all 
sectors of civil society to 
participate in finding solu- 
tions to poverty and unem- 


ployment through policy 
analysis. 

“We should note that 
solutions do .not come free. 
If the society' is willing to 
rid itself of unemployment 
it has to accept some short- 
term costs,” the Prince said. 
“We are not running away 
from the necessary obliga- 
tions if the priority to fight 
poverty and unemployment 
is crystal clear.” 

The Prince said the con- 
ference’s recommenda- 
tions, which include 
increasing investments, 
organising foreign labour 
and improving educational 
systems, are all issues 
which should be based on 
costs and priorities. 

"But the most important 
is not to allow personal 
interest to overtake national 
interests,” said the Regent. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Instructions for viewing the web site of 
His Majesty King Hussein I 


Get the required software ILL 


• For optimal viewing of 
the site, the visitor must 
use either Netscape Com- 
municator 4.04, or better, 
or Microsoft Explorer 
4.01, or better. Any person 
having difficulty viewing 
the site should follow any 
of the following instruc- 
tions: 

a) Download the required 
software from the Internet. 
These are available at 
www.netscape.com or 
www.microsoft.com. 

These are all free of 
charge. 

OR 

b) Contact your Internet 
Service Provider I ISP) and 
ask them to supply you 
with the required software. 

Screen settings 

• The optimal and stan- 
dard screen settings for 
your computer should be 
800x600. If items on the 
web site appear large and 
there are scrolling bars, 
you “/ill need to reset your 
screen settings to 800x600. 
To do that use the follow- 
ing instructions: 

1. Go to the “Start” menu 
of your operating system 
(Windows 95‘i 

2. Go to the “Settings” 
option and choose “Con- 
trol Panel” 

3. Go to the “Display” 
section and choose “Set- 
tings” 





* KlfXi UUSSTW 1 ,1WI l lASHTJflnrS * JOPDAN * IHE UBRAftY 

http://www.kinghussein.gov.jo 


* The web site of His Majesty King Hussein I was designed and produced using the 
latest technologies available on the Internet 

* Web site statistics indicate that there are over 400,000 hits generated by visitors to 
the web site in the last two days alone. Keeping in mind that the site is not being offi- 
cially promoted outside Jordan nor on the promotional engines available on the web. 

* King Hussein’s web site will be advertised and promoted in several phases. The 
first step was to introduce it to the Jordanian people. This will be followed by a com- 
prehensive plan to market the web site to the world- 


4. Change your screen 
settings to 800x600. 

* If the colours of your 
screen don’t appear to be 
clear or the photos are not 
sharp, follow the instruc- 


tions (1-4 above) and then 
change the colour settings 
to “High” or “True” colour. 

Fonts 

If you find the font on the 


web site small, you ean 
enlarge it as follows:- 
One) For Netscape users, 
go to View/Increase Font. 

Two) For Explorer users, 
go to View/Fonts. 
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Germany confirms arrest 
of Ben Laden associate 


MUNICH (AFP) — German 
authorities said Sunday they 
had arrested a man sought by 
the United Stales as a key asso- 
ciate and financial brains 
behind suspected Saudi terror- 
ist Osama Ben Laden. 

The 40-year-old Sudanese, 
Mamdouh Mahmoud Salim, 
was detained Wednesday in 
Munich in the southern Ger- 
man state of Bavaria. Bavaria's 
interior minister Guenther 
Becks tein told a press confer- 
ence here. 

Washington believes Ben 
Laden's extremist Islamic 
organisation was behind the 
twin August 7 bombings of 
UJ5. embassies in Kenya and 
Tanzania that killed 260 people, 
including 12 Americans, and 
injured more than 5,000. 

Beckstein said Mahmoud 
Salim had admitted his identity 
during questioning, but denied 


Iraq demands 
compensation 
for action 
against 
shipping 

BAGHDAD (AFP.) — Iraq 
demanded compensation 
from Western governments 
Sunday for the “aggressive 
actions" of warships enforc- 
ing the U.N. embargo 
against cargo vessels headed 
for its Gulf ports. 

“U.S. and other naval 
forces in the Gulf search 
ships loaded with food and 
medicines for Iraq in an 
arbitrary and continuous 
way." a foreign ministiy 
spokesman said in a state- 
ment carried by the official 
news agency ENA. 

‘These aggressive prac- 
tices which violate U.N. res- 
olutions are causing signifi- 
cant economic damage to 
Iraq- by provoking an~ 
increase in freight and insur- 
ance charges," he said. 

"They are also aggravat- 
ing the plight of ordinary 
Iraqis by delaying the 
arrival of food and medi- 
cines. , 

“The foreign ministry 
condemns these practices 
and reserves the right to take 
all legal steps to secure com- ( 
pensation for the losses 
which they are causing to it. 
directly or indirecdy," the 
spokesman said. 

The British. Canadian and 
U.S. ships of the multina- 
tional flotilla deployed in 
the Gulf to enforce the 
embargo imposed on Iraq • 
following its 1990 invasion , 
of Kuwait have stopped 
4.000 ships in the past four 
years and searched 1.800 of 
Lhem. 

Iraq has twice this month 
accused the U.S. Navy of 
detaining cargoes destined 
for its ports. 


allegations against him by U.S. 
authorities who consider him 
one of Ben Laden's "inner cir- 
cle." 

U.S. justice officials had 
asked German authorities, via 
Interpol. to arrest him. Beck- 
stein added 

Bavarian Justice Minister 
Hermann Leeb said the United 
States regarded him as the 
"chief financier” of the Ben 
Laden organisation and “the 
man in chaige of supplying 
weapons” for tL 

The arrest warrant drawn up 
by U.S. authorities was for 
“conspiracy to murder and con- 
spiracy to use weapons of mass 
destruction" but it made no 
mention of any direct participa- 
tion in an attack. Leeb added 

On Saturday, the Washington 
Post reported that US. officials 
had filed a sealed criminal com- 
plaint against Mahmoud Salim. 


citing LLS. government sources 
describing him as “a major 
financial operative” in Ben 
Laden's organisation who had 
also helped obtain weapons. 

Beckstein said there was no 
evidence Mahmoud Salim was 
planning terrorist activities in 
Germany, tut that it was still 
unclear why he had entered the 
country. 

He bad arrived alone in 
Stuttgart, southern Germany, 
from Spain a week ago and 
made his way down to Munich, 
where police had already been 
alerted 

Mahmoud Salim, who gave 
his date of birth as March 24. 
1958 in Khartoum, is currently 
in detention after being brought 
before a judge. 

The United States has 40 
days to draw up an extradition 
demand, Leeb said but added: 
“I hope things win go quicker.” 


‘Iran helped Iraq 
evade U.N. sanctions’ 


LONDON (AFP) — A high- 
ranking Iraqi defector says he 
masterminded oil-smuggling 
operations for Saddam Hus- 
sein in defiance of UN. sanc- 
tions with help from Iran, The 
Sunday Telegraph revealed in 
an interview. 

Sami Salih, who escaped 
from prison in Iraq earlier this 
year after being accused of 
spying and tortured, told the 
newspaper he had set up a 
series of from companies in 
the Middle East and Europe to 
handle the trade. 

The hundreds of millions of 
dollars it raked in were used to 
illegally buy arms and sup- 
plies for the Iraqi armed 
forces. The clandestine oil 
sales relied on the close coop- 
eration of Iraq’s once deadly 
foe Iran. 

Salih. 38, now living in hid- 
ing with his family in Belgium 
after haying defected to 
Britain, giive an account of his 
activities to British and US. 


intelligence, enabling them to 
shut down the international 
smuggling network. 

"The information provided 
by Salih is gold dust,” a senior 
United Nations official in New 
York told the Sunday Tele- 
graph. 

“He has given us enough 
information to take effective 
action against Iraq's various 
attempts to evade sanctions." 

According to the defector, 
the oil smuggling involved 
close cooperation with Iran, 
who agreed to help Iraq evade 
international sanctions by 
shipping oil through Iranian 
territorial waters, and then sell 
it as though it came from Iran. 

In return the banians took a 
healthy cut of Iraq's black 
market profits. 

He said the deal had been 
negotiated at the highest level 
of the Iranian regime, with one 
of the main contacts being the 
brother of the former President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 



SETTLER RELEASED AFTER KILLING: Israeli settler Avshalom Ladani covers 
his face Sunday as he is escorted into the Jerusalem court. Ladani, who shot and 
killed a 16-year-old Palestinian and wounded another when he opened fire on stu- 
dents allegedly stoning Israeli cars last week, was released from jail and placed 
under house arrest in Jerusalem. The Palestinian National Authority had demand- 
ed the extradition of the settler (AFP photo) 


Algerian troops besiege 
1 50 GIA rebels — paper 


ALGIERS (R) — Govern- 
ment troops, backed by 
militiamen, are besieging 
150 members of Algeria’s 
feared Armed Islamic 
Group (GLA) in a forest 
southwest of the capital, an 
Algerian evening newspa- 
per said on Sunday. 

The independent French- 
language Le Soir d’Algerie 
quoted unidentified military 
sources as saying that GIA 
chief Antar Zouabri. 28, 
might be among the rebels. 

The group had been under 
siege since Friday in Sidi 
M’Barek area in Saida 
province, 330 km southwest 
of Algiers, the capital of the 
violence-racked North 
African country. 

“It appears that Zouabri 


and his close top aides are 
among the besieged GIA 
members who were meeting 
to plot the group's strategy,” 
the newspaper said. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of the report 
from independent or official 
sources. 

Algerian newspapers have 
erroneously reported several 
times that Zouabri had been 
killed during similar mili- 
tary operations over the past 
14 months. One such report 
said he had died in a major 
offensive near Algiers along 
with up to 140 Islamists. 

Le Soir d'Aigerie said the 
.GIA had recently intensified 
its attacks with the aim of 
distracting the authorities' 
attention from the gathering. 


The attacks included Fri- 
day’s bomb blast which 
ripped through a market in a 
town southwest of Algiers in 
which at least 26 people 
were killed and 125 were 
wounded, the paper added. 

Western diplomats have 
said the GIA was responsi- 
ble for most of the horrific 
massacres in the oil and gas 
producing country in which 
thousands of people, mostly 
unarmed villagers or people 
living in poor urban areas, 
have been killed. 

The group condemned last 
year’s unilateral truce by the 
Islamic . Salvation Army . 
(AIS), the armed, wing of 
Algeria's main Muslim 
political group, the Islamic - - 
Salvation Front (FIS). 


‘Monica mess mars Mideast peacemaking’ 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — At 
other times US. President Bill Clinton 
would have used a Washington news 
conference to try ro prod Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders into a long-overdue 
peace deal. 

Instead. Clinton fielded questions last 
week about sex. lies and his affair with 
Monica Lewinsky while his special 
envoy Dennis Ross shuttled around the 
Middle East trying in vain to secure a 
breakthrough. 

Israeli Rime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat, reluctant to concede any- 
thing at the best of times, feel even less 
inclined to break their deadlock so long as 
Clinton is in political trouble, analysts 
said 

“Under other circumstances it would 
have been a platform to deliver a public 
message," Israeli political scientist Ger- 
ald Steinberg said of the White House 


news conference. 

“But because all of the focus was on 
Monica, it would have been out of con- 
text. even ludicrous.” Ross flew home on 
Sunday after an 1 1 -day mission. 

“It is hard to imagine a worse time for 
a Middle East visit by U.S. peace envoy 
Dennis Ross.” Israel's liberal daily 
Ha'axetz began an editorial last week, 
lamenting what it called the U.S. admin- 
istration’s “downgraded potency.” 

U.S. officiaLs set low expectations for 
Ross's mission, and Clinton himself took 
a low profile, meeting U.S. Jewish lead- 
ers privately. Ross’s visit was not even 
front-page news in Sunday’s Jewish New 
Year editions of Israel’s two biggest 
dailies. 

Ross reported “some headway" in his 
talks but added: “There is still work to be 
done", and US. Secretary of Stale 
Madeleine Albright planned to meet 
Arafat and Netanyahu separately al the 


United Nations General Assembly which 
starts its meeting this week. 

There was talk that the two Middle East 
leaders would come together in New 
York. Netanyahu, the right-wing Likud 
leader who reluctantly inherited the Oslo 
peace accords with his election in May 
19%. hasn't met Arafat for 1 1 months. 

But nothing was firmed up. The sides 
remained at odds over Israeli security 
demands and terms of a U.S.-proffered 
deal transferring another 13 per cent of 
Israeli-occupied West Bank land to Pales- 
tinian self-rule. 

Steinberg said each side had its reasons 
to want to delay an accord — all the more 
so while Washington was distracted by 
the scandal swirling around Clinton. 

He said Arafet calculates he will do bet- 
ter to end peace moves now’ so long as he 
believes the United States, obsessed with 
scandal, is unable to pressure Israel into 
concessions. 


For his part Netanyahu believes the 
Palestinian Authority won’t crack down 
on militants carrying out anti-Israeli 
attacks if Washington is too preoccupied 
to demand it, Steinberg said. 

"For both sides to think that they were 
able to achieve the goals they want — 
Israel in terms of security and Arafat in 
terms of a Palestinian stale — it will take 
a very strong outside involvement which 
only the United States can deliver." he 
added. 

Israel has reimposed a full closure on 
the West Bank and Gaza for the Jewish 
New Year, barring entry to Palestinians 
except on humanitarian grounds until 
Wednesday. 

‘The situation that Clinton finds him- 
self in certainly places severe restraints 
and restrictions upon his ability to move 
in the international arena.” said Professor 
Hanan Ashrawi, a Palestinian long active 
in Middle East peacemaking. 


Egyptian official hails 
increased Western 
cooperation on ‘terrorism’, 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Egypt- 
ian official Sunday welcomed 
whai he said was increased 
Western cooperation with 
Cairo over "terrorism'' since 
last month's bombings of U.S. 
embassies in east Africa 

"Cooperation has intensified 
wife several stales recently to 
counter the danger of 

international terrorism,” the 
unnamed security service offi- 
cial told the government daily 
AJ Abram. 

‘The United States heads the 
list of these countries following 
the attac ks on their embassies 
in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam 
in August” he added. 

“Some of these countries 
have imposed strict measures 
on suspected militants," the 
official said. 

"Those terrorist organisa- 
tions which had chosen Lon- 
don as a base are reorganising 
and trying to adjust to the new 


British legislation targeting 
those who conspire to commit 
crimes abroad,” be said. 

Under the new legislation 
adopted by the British parlia- 
ment following the embassy 
attacks and the bombing by 
dissident Republicans of the 
town of Omagh in Northern 
Ireland, plotting to cany out 
arracks abroad became an 
offence under English law for 
the first time. 

The Egyptian security ser- 
vices ‘follow die activities of 
terrorist groups abroad very 
closely and strike Wows 
against them to prevent them 
successfully carrying out dbdr 
plans in Egypt,” foe official 
said without specifying the 
extent of the blows struck, j 

Egypt has long accused sev- 
eral European countries indudr 
ing Britain of sheltering 
Islamist mili cants wanted for 
crimes in Egypt. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egyp tian woman kills husband over will v 

CAIRO (AP) — A woman, weighing 160 kilogrammes, s&t 
on her husband's head until he suffocated to death following 
a dispute over his will, police officials said Sunday. Fawakih 
Ibrahim Abdul Latif killed her husband, Sayed Ahmad — 
who weighed 55 kflograrnmes — Saturday after discovering 
he had left more land in his will for his four children from his 
first wife than the three he had with het Abdul Latif, 62, 
pushed her 84-year-old husband to the ground and with his 
face down sat on his head until he suffocated to death, said the 
officials, speaking on condition of anonymity. Ah mad was 
married to both Abdul Latif and his first wife. Police arrested 
Abdul Latif. who confessed to killing her husband. She could 
fa ce the death penalty if convicted. 

Two more papers shut down in Iran 

TEHRAN ( AP) — Two more liberal newspapers have been 
closed down by Iranian authorities, apparently for stories crit- 
ical of hard-liner leaders, the Iran Daily reported Sunday. The 
weekly newspapers Rah-e Nou and Tavana were ordered to 
stop publishing, the paper said. Other newspapers on Saturday 
said a justice Ministiy official called the papers' editors last 
Thursday with the order and that no official reason was given. 

Tough Israeli harassment law into effect — 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — One of the world's toughest laws oo sex- 
ual harassment came into force in Israel Sunday, making even 
"ambivalent statements” and apparently unintentional physi- 
cal contact potentially illegal A person who caresses himself 
or herself in public, even in a not overtly sexual manner, is 
also liable for prosecution under foe law which carries a max- 
imum penalty of four years in prison. Gestures of a sexual 
nature and “slight physical contact that could appear uninten- 
tional'" fall within the definition of sexual harassment as laid 
down in the law adopted by parliament earlier this year. The 
law covers not only obvious forms of harassment like sexual 
assault, pinching and requiring sexual favours in exchange for 
job advancement, but expands the definition to include 
"ambivalent statements of a sexual nature." Suggesting “joint 
outings.” even to a person outside foe work place, could also 
leave one open to potential prosecution. “This is one of the 
world’s most progressive laws and we see it as a tremendous 
triumph,” said Esther Pilpd, a lawyer with the main Israeli 
women's rights movement, Naamat, who helped draft the 
new law. 

Somali kidnappers sentenced to one year 

MOGADISHU(AP) — Six gunmen who abducted a Roman 
Catholic nun were sentenced to one year in prison each by an 
Islamic court in Somalia's first trial of kidnappers this decade. 
The abductors, whose names were not released, mu£ study 
Islam during their imprisonment, foe court ruled Saturday. It 
was the first time kidnappers were tried under any law in 
Mogadishu since the beginning of civil strife in 1990. 


Tel. 4773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Cartoon — Highlander 

15 JO Drama — The Genie From 
Down Under 

16:00 Drama — Neighbours 

16:30 Doc. — Last Frontiers 

17:00 ..FroKh Programme— Thalassa 

18:00 Drama - Sea Quest 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 French Programme — 
Science Actuaries 

19:30 News headlines 

19i35 ..Comedy — Hope and Gloria 

20:00 Prospective 

20:30 -.World Net 

21:10 Good Guys. Bad Guy’s 

22:00 News in Englis h 

22:30 Mini-series — Shadow 
Trader ( Ep. 2) 

23:59 End ofT.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 

! 04:00 Jrajr 

05:18 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:29 Dhuhr 

14:57 *Asr 

• 17:39 Maghreb 

18:57 -Isha 

CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
S weifieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

SL Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
■ Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
j4622366 

I Anglican Church TeL 
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4624853/46248 1 1 . 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman TeL 58 1 1295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swd- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
The Uniate CathoGc Church 
Tel. 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Fine weather conditions will pre- 
vial with temperatures below 


average by about four degrees 
centigrade. Clouds will appear at 
low altitudes and winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaqba, winds will be northerly 
moderate to active, and seas 
calm. 

NfinJMax. temp. 

Amman. 16/26 

Aqaba...™ 22/35 

Deserts .. 15/29 

Jordan VaDev. 20/34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 26 Aqaba 35 Humidity 
readings: Amman 47 per cent. 
Aqaba 38 percent 

Following arc the highest temper’ 
atures expected today in the fol- 
lowing areas: 

Ajloun — 24 

Jerash .. 30 

UmQays 30 

Madaha _ 39 

Petra ..._ 32 

Dead Sea 36 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Hadi Tayyira . -46201 1 5 


Dr. Wisam Hzayyim.. .4748563 

Dr. Khalid Abdo ...>...4657129 
Dr. Mohammad Saymeh — 4396069 

Fiius pharmacy 3661912 

AI Asema pharmacy 3347632 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 4644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 4637660 

Najib pharmacy 3347632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ghazi Ta’amneh —250080 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Salah Saflarini .987565 

Khalifeh pharmacy — 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre .463711 1 

Civil Defence Depatment 5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

.4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Mice 192,4621111,4637777 

Fire Brigade -....4617101 

Blood Bank. ......4775 121 

Highway Police , 3343402 

Traffic Police. .4896390 

Public Security Dept— ...4630321 

Hotel Complaints 3605800 

Price Complaints........ 566 1 1 76 

V^&Se^xa^CdnplartS 4S97467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 
.4787111 


Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) — 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623 101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 3661 101 

Jordan TelevisL 47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 4774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 3680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority ..3815615 

Electric Power Co. .4636381 

RJ Flight Information.. ..44-53200 
Queen Alia lull. Airport ....44-53 DO 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hie Arab Centre for Heart and Special 

Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli 5666 13 1/7 

Hussein Medical Centre — 5856856 

Luanda 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity., .4644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Mai has. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 360707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital — 5669131 

University Hospital 5353444 

AI-Muasher Hospital .5667227/9 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajnsen...4777 1 01/3 

Al-Bashir. -4775111/26 

Army, Marka — .4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ..5602240/50 
Amal Hospital .—.......489] 61 1/15 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital. (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 

-.(09.199099 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

.(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

-(02)347100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44)53200*5. where it should 

always be verified. Information on 
other flights cm be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700) . 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
07:05 -Sanaa (RJ) 


08 JO Jeddah (RJ ) 

08:30 — Damascus fRJ) 

08:45 New Delhi ("RJ) 

09:20 —..Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:55 Beirut (RJ) 

16=00 .. -Cairo (RJ) 

16:30 London (RJ) 

16:40 New York, Amsterdam tRJl 

17:15 — .Istanbul (RJ) 

17:45 -Kuwait (RJ) 

18:40 —..Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 
19:45 Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok (RJ) 
2350 — Jakarta (Rjj 

Other Flights 

09-50 Cairo (MS) 

13:10 -Bahrain (GF) 

14:05 .....Vienna (OS) 

14:40 .. Doha(QR) 

14:45 Khartoum (SD) 

17:40 ..I -Beirut (ME) 

18:05 Frankfurt (LH) 

18:45 Dubai (EK) 

21:15 Istanbul iSD) 

21:25 — Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:45 — -Athens, Beirut (OA) 

0030 Amsterdam. Damascus fEK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

0920 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
and proceeding to Marka Airport) 
(RW) 

17:00 Aqaba (striving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 

21:15 Tel Aviv (arriving ax 
QAIA) (RW) 

22:25 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES 1 

i 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights j 

06:15 3eimt (RJ) [ 

10:45 Frankfurt, Loudon (RJ) t 

UdO .Istanbul (RJ) i 

11:45 JCtrwail 0U) ! 

12:10 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) ! 

12:15 Cairo (RJ)j 

20:15 Bahrain. Doha (RJ) : 

20:40 .............. Damascus (RJ ; 

21:05 — Dubai. Muscat (RJ)j 

21:25 ...Al ’Ain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) ; 

22:25 .Tehran (RJ) j 

22:45 . — .S anaa (RJ) ; 


Qatar 


Other Flights 

05:15 

05:35 

06-JO 

07:20 

Hfc30 

14:00 

1450 

15:30 

15:45 

19:00 

19:45 

22:10 

22:15 

01-J0 " 


Istanbul (TK) 1 

JLamaca (CY) 1 

Paris (AF) ] 

.London (AF)] 

— .Cairo (MS) 

— Bahrain (GF)' 

.Vienna (OS) I 

Doha (QR) ; 

Istanbul (SD) i 

Beirut (ME) 

Dubai tEK)j 

.*IW Aviv (LY) ' 

-...Khartoum (SD) j ' 
■Amsterdam (KL) ; 


Royal Wings (RW) ' .'<• 
07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Airport) p 
(RW) 

0&3O Aqaba (From Maries Airport) ' 
(RW) l 

19:45 Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW)‘ 
20530 -Aqaba (hum QAIA) (RW) i 
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Home News 

Trial of 13 accused of subversive 
acts adjourned until Wednesday 

By Rana Hussdni 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 21, 1998 


AMMAN — The defence 
team of 13 people on trial for 
canying out arson and subver- 
sive acts last April asked die 
State Security Court during 
ih* opening session yesterday 
for time to review the case. 

The 13 defendants, includ- 
ing three who are being tried 
in absentia, are charged with 



flfcgal explosives with HUcit 
intent, carrying out extremist 
attacks and belonging to an 
illegal organisation known as 
“Reform and Challenge.” 

paring the two-hour court 
session, presiding Judge 
Colonel Yousef Faouri read 
out the charge sheet. But 
before the defendants could 
entir a plea, an attorney for 
tbs- defence 1 told the heavily 
guarded courtroom that his 
team needed time to read the 
case. 

judge Faouri agreed and 
adjourned' the session until 
Wednesday. 


The defendants appearing in 
couit Sunday were identified 
by officials as: Abdul Nasser 
Shiftadeh, Samer Ismael Ra’d 
Abdul Karim, Ahmad Hus- 
sein, Samir Sa’id. Mahmoud 
Abed, Khalid Tawfiq, Rama 
Mohammad, Mohammad 
Sa id and Abdul Nasser Abu 
Shanab, an Egyptian. 

The remaining three, who 
316 fo absentia, are 

Majid Tal’ at, Omar Mahmoud 
and Issa Nifoam. They are 
believed to be hiding in the 
Uni ted States, the United Arab 
Emirates and England. 

_ According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the 13 men 
met in 1994 and started taking 
religious lessons in their 
homes and decided to form a 
group “to change the reality in 
Jordan.” 

A year later, the group 
de cided to name themselves 
the “Reform and Challenge.” 
reform meaning change in 
idea s and challenge meaning 
change by hand and force, die 
charge sheet added. 


in February 1998, the group 
decided to launch attacks 
against government, security 
and several individuals’ prop- 
erty. in addition to entertain- 
ment establishments, and 
bought materials which they 
allegedly used to manufacture 
explosives. 

The suspects were arrested 
in mid-May and confessed to 
setting fire to vehicles belong- 
ing to former intelligence 
chief Mohammad Rasoul 
Kilani and Senates' Jawdat 
Sboul a former interior minis- 
ter, authorities said. 

They also confessed to set- 
ting fire to part of the kinder- 
garten at the Modem Ameri- 
can School a traffic police 
compound and the parking lot 
of die Jerusalem Hold on 
University Road, they added 

The government had 
described the attacks as “aim- 
ing at destabilising the coun- 
try in retaliation for its nation- 
al stance." 

No one was injured in any 
of the attacks. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent offers condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san,' tbs Regent, Sunday paid his condolences and those of His 
Majesty King Hussein to the Al Shoman, Al Baqi and Al Hilnri 
families over foe death of Naeleh Abdul Baqi, wife of Abdul 
Hamid Shoman, during a visit foe Shoman Divan. Wishing the 
King tong life, the femmes thanked the King and the Prince. 

Regent confers with Pakistani commander 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Has- 
son. foe Regent, and Pakistani Naval Races Commander Lieu- 
tenant General Fasih Bukhari on Sunday discussed foe situation 
in the region. Prince Hassan voiced Jordan’s concern over foe 
tension between Pakistan, A fghanistan and Iran, and stressed 
the need for ending strained nSations and defusing foe crisis in 
a peaceful manner, based on international legitimacy. The 
Regent warned against any escalation that might lead to a sec- 
tarian war; which in turn would adversely affect Islamic states 
and threaten foe region's stability and security. Prince Hassan 
called for fostering cooperation, dialogue and solidarity 
amongst Islamic countries. The Crown Ranee conferred Al Isti- 
hqaq Medal of foe first Order upon Gen. Bukhari. Attending 
foe meeting were Prince Talal Ben Mohammad, die diairman 
of the Joint Qtiefe of Staff, field Maxhsal Abdul Hafez Mha’i 
Kaabnek. 5 od ^Pakistani Ambassador. Ab Sarvar Naqyi- - . J 

Companies win $34m oOTor-food contracts 

AMMAN (Petra) — TWenty Jordanian companies have 
secured contracts worth $34 million under a memorandum of 
imdastanding signed between Iraq and the UN. Sanctions 


Cbmnrittee under foe oR-fbr-food deal. A source at die Ministry 


of Industry and^ TVade said Jordanian companies have secured a 
total of 42 contracts in foe fourth phase of the oiEfor-food-deal 
worth $60 million. These approvals indude exports of veg- 
etable ofl, detergents, fodder; veterinary drags, soap, drags and 
other materials. 

Official appointments endorsed 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued on Sunday 
endorsing the appointments of Mohammad Smadi as president 
of foe Aqaba Region Authority, Ibrahim Shah Zada as Jordan 
Television and Radio Corporation director general Iyad Qattan 
as director general of foe Press and Publications Department, 
and Bilal Hassan Tal as an adviser at the Prime Ministry. 

Police search for robbery suspects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Police are looking for two men who on 
Saturday reportedly robbed a hotel of JD2,000 in the Yadudeh 
suburb of Amman, according to official sources. The source 
said tire two men entered die Samarkand Hotel at around 11:00 
pji. held up its owner with an automatic weapon and demand- 
ed money. The two then broke the hod’s front glass entrance- 
way and fled in a four-wheel drive vehicle. The owner reccnd- 
ed the license number of foe escape vehicle and reported it to foe 
authorities. Police said they are searching for the owner of the 
vehicle. 


Information 

minister 

highlights 

importance 

of media 

responsibility 

AMMAN (Petra) — Infor- 
mation Minister Nasser Judeh 
on Sunday called on journal- 
ists to focus on issues and top- 
ics that serve the nation and 
emphasised the importance of 
objectivity and accuracy, 
credibility and responsibility. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
Jordan Press Association 
President Seif Sherif and JPA 
council members, Judeh said: 
“The message of the mass 
media requires handling 
information with high sense 
of responsibility and ciedibili- 

Judeh asked journalists to 
activate the role of a “discipli- 
nary board” to address viola- 
tions by some journalists, 
voicing hope dial "some cases 
raised by the Press and Publi- 
cations Department [could be 
referred] to the association 
instead of foe court for action 
against violators.” 

Hie minister stressed the 
importance of enhancing 
cooperation between foe min- 
istry and the JPA to establish a 
mechanism in order to control 
violators of foe Press and Pub- 
lications Law “in a transpar- 
ent manner that serves foe 
Kingdom on one hand and 
safeguards journalism on the 
other." 

For his pan, Sberif said he 
commended the minister’s 
gesture to hold such meetings 
with journalists. He also 
thanked Judeh for his visits to 
daily and weekly newspapers, 
which be said proves the gov- 
ernment’s intention to launch 
a “quiet and fruitful dialogue 
in a transparent and responsi- 
ble manner.” 


Qatar breaks with tradition in elections 


(Contiraaedfipompage 1) 

Al Thml feds that foe introduc- 
tion of atintited fomi of demoo- 
racycoiildbe more beneficial to 
*e iangtenn development of 
his country, rich in cal and gas. 

‘Municipal elections are the 
frs step towards a gradual 
process until we reach foe goal 
of fuB-scale democracy,” foe 
emir has said. “Wli watch foe 
outcome closely." 

Analysts say be may have in 
mind neighbouring Bahrain, 
where the rating family’s total 
control over the affairs of state is 
chaHenged by an opposition that 
tas resorted to dvii unrest. 

The p olling Amp, in Qatar; a 
banen, sparsely populated 
country which juts out into foe 

Gulf from the Arabian penmsu- 


But officials St the ministries 
of interior, justice and municipal 
a ffaii5 which will oversee foe 
election say FfebJst, 1999 has 


Sheikh Hamad has already 
lss ued decrees outlining foe 
kgal feunewadt for foe election 
®d foe powers of foe central 
Hfotncqal council which it will 
fceate; 

He is expected to issue anoth- 


er decree setting foe polling dare 

and the delineation of con- 
stituencies shortly. 

Q atari ri tfrgns will directly 
elect 29 memb ers of the council 
by secret balk*. The council 
win have wide powers to run 
municipal affairs in a land in 
which three out of four of the 
520,000 population are expatri- 
ates. 

Five committees have been 
set up to organise legal security, 
Ipgistical technical and public 
relations functions of foe exer- 
cise which, the authorities say, is 
“onerous considering the state’s 
first-ever plunge into such an 
exercise on a national scale.’ 

Registration of voters will 
take place between October 3 

and 18 and selected schools and 
sports clubs will be turned into 
polling stations on election day. 

All Qatari citizens older than 
18 years, including women, will 
be permitted to vote and those 
above 25 can also stand as can- 
didates. 

The Qatari move is consid- 
ered radical because it allows 
women equal franchise with 
mat la June, 22 Islamic schol- 
ars were reported to have peti- 
tioned the emir against enfran- 
chising women- 


Bur Sheikh Hamad overruled 
the objection on the ground that 
Islam did not discriminate 
against women. 

Qatar is foe only state on the 
Arab side of the Gulf to allow 
the vote to every citizen above 
18 years, including women. 

In Kuwait; which has an elect- 
ed parliament, women are 
barred from voting. In Oman, 
they were allowed to vote and 
stand as candidates in consulta- 
tive council elections lasr year; 
but foe balloting was restricted 
to only “highly educated and 
respectable citizens” identified 
by the government 

Sultan Qafcoos, monarch of 
Om--m, had the final authority in 
appointing members out of the 
elected candidates. 

Saudi Arabia frowns on any 
mile for Western-style democ- 
racy and women are not even 
allowed a driving licence. 

But bow far Qaiar will go to 
democratise foe polity is any- 
body’s guess. Sensing foe lack 
of any grassroots call for 
democracy the government has 
begun poster and media cam- 
paigns educating the people on 
foe importance of elections and 
calling on them to cast their 
vote. 


Government paper on magnitude of 
unemployment draws fire at conference 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — A government 
paper presented at the first ses- 
sion of foe National Unem- 
ployment Conference yester- 
day drew criticism from partic- 
ipants, who described it as 
lacking information on foe 
depth and magnitude of the 
problem of uneraplojymenL 

The paper, presented by 
Ministry of Labour Secretary 
General Saleh Tarawneh. dis- 
cussed the size of the problem, 
types and causes of unemploy- 
ment and its consequences and 
characteristics, and blamed it 
on political and economic 
crises that Jordan faced over 
the past 50 years. 

‘Thousands of Palestinians 
came to Jordan after the Arab- 
Israeli wars in 1948 and 1967. 
The Gulf war made things 
worse, when around 300,000 
Jordanians were forced to 
return home,” said Tarawneh. 

Tarawneh provided a break- 
down of the Jordanian popula- 
tion and the workforce, 
defined unemployment and 
divided it into categories and 
types, and maintained that 
unemployment stands at 15 
percent. 

This was countered by Tony 
Sabagh, a pollster and consul- 
tant for the University of Jor- 
dan’s Centre of Strategic Stud- 
ies, which in 1996 conducted 
an extensive and detailed study 
about unemployment, placing 
hat 27 per cent 

Sabagh criticised 

Tarawneh’s paper for lacking a 
categorisation of foe unem- 
ployed ranks and their corre- 
sponding percentages. 

‘The government provided 
statistics on comprehensive 
figures on unemployment, but 
no details on each type” 
Sabagh said. 

Other participants agreed 
with Sabagh and suggested 


that the government survey on 
unemployment should provide 
detailed statistics on hs depth 
and magnitude. 

Sabagh also stressed the 
importance of cocvdination 
between foe private and public 
sectors to ensure complimenta- 
ry efforts in tackling this press- 
ing socio-economic iH 

One observer at the confer- 
ence criticised die government 
paper as “old wine in new bot- 
tles." 

“They have restated their old 
ideas and only wrapped them 
in modem form," said the 
observer. 

The coherence is being held 
amid rising demands from par- 
liamentarians to replace the 
more than 350,000 foreign 
wrakers with Jordanian 
labourers. 

The Ministry of Labour esti- 
mates that around 50,000 non- 
Jordanian workers do not bold 
valid work permits. 

Most participants called for 
setting a minim.' m wage to 
lure local labourers and help 
abolish the “culture of shame,” 
which many believe is a basic 
reason, along with low 
salaries, for shunning many 
jobs, especially in agriculture. 

By setting up large coopera- 
tive projects among small 
farmers in foe Jordan Valley 
and without changing the 
property structure, Jordan can 
create thousands of jobs, said 
Mustafa Hamameh, director of 
the Centre for Strategic Stud- 
ies. “In one year, Jordan can 
create around 15,000 jobs,” he 
said. 

Others called on the govern- 
ment to activate Jordanian 
diplomatic missions to help 
find jobs for citizens as well as 
promote national industry 
abroad. 

‘'Marketing Jordanian indus- 
try abroad leads to creating 
more job opportunities for 


Participants stress need to coordinate 
educational system, labour market 


ByAfia Shukri Bamzeh 

AMMAN — Participants at 
foe National Unemployment 
Conference Sunday stressed 
the need for an improved, pre- 
cise, and comprehensive 
information network to better 
coordinate foe Kingdom's 
educational system with die 
labour market’s needs. 

“We have to focus on devel- 
oping a comprehensive infor- 
mation system that can pro- 
vide us with as much accurate 
dan to help set up adequate 
policies, rid the Kingdom of 
unemployment and help gear 
educational outputs to market 
demands," said Zuhair 
Kayed. head of the Public 
Administration Institute. 

But Kayed, who chaired a 
session on education and Jor- 
dan's labour market demands, 
told the Jordan Times that it 
was difficult to coordinate 
educational output and mar- 
ket needs because several 
obstacles stand in the way. 

According to Kayed, mar- 
ket demands are variable and 
the education system is nei- 
ther dynamic nor swiff in 
adapting to changing 


demands. 

“That is why there is need 
for an infamation system that 
would help establish new 


education and employment 
policies and would help in the 
creation of efficient job place- 
ment offices for both the pub- 
lic and private sectors,” he 
said. 

According to Tayseer 
Nahar of rite National Cemre 
for Human Resources Devel- 
opment, matching education- 
al output to the labour mar- 
ket’s needs requires knowl- 
edge of foe number of gradu- 
ates from institutions of high- 
er learning and the number of 
jobs available. He said Jordan 
is suffering from a surplus in 
educated manpower. 

"Out of every 100,000 Jor- 
danians, around 33 1 1 are col- 
lege or university students, 
and the current annual 
increase in foe number of stu- 
dents enrolled in the country's 
universities is 93 per cent." 
he said. 

He said that around 16 per 
cent of those with higher edu- 
cation degrees are unem- 
ployed and that half of the 
total number of unemployed 
hold degrees. 

Another problem that 
Nahar cited was adapting the 
technological and academic 
skills of graduates to foe 
demands of the market 

He said Jordan is currently 
exerting efforts to develop 


hitter education programmes 
in order to meet the demands 
of a rapidly changing market: 

“It is expected that the mar- 
ket’s demands for skilled 
labour will only rise slightly 
but demand for unskilled 
labour will rise sharply," he 
said. 

Of those holding high 
school certificates, 70 per cent 
are expected to join the work- 
force, of community college 
graduates, 16.6 per cent, arid 
of university graduates, 13.3 
percent, he 'added 

Nahar recommended 
improving foe equation 
between educational systems 
and market demands, pro- 
moting vocational training, 
adjusting high school curricu- 
la to help graduates find suit- 
able jobs, developing a com- 
prehensive policy to improve 
the quality of education, 
building a better information 
system to help advance edu- 
cation and employment poli- 
cies, and encouraging higher 
education institutes and the 
production sectors to jointly 
ran the education process. 

Kayed seconded Nahar’s 
recommendations and called 
for a unified policy that uses 
the input of foe three main 
sectors, the public, foe private, 
and foe educational. 


local workers," said another 
participant. 

Loopholes in foe Investment 
Law allows foreign investors 
to hire foreign workers without 
giving priority to Jordanians, a 
situation foal should be 
amended according to 
Mohammad Muhiedeen from 


foe Jordan Bar Association. 

Economists and businessper- 
sons say past governments 
lacked the political will to curb 
the number of foreign workers. 

"The previous governments 
made abig mistake when they 
helped many Jordanians work 
abroad in order to bring in hard 


currency while recruiting for- 
eign workers to replace them,” 
said one participant. 

The conference, organised 
by the Ministry of Administra- 
tive Development, is expected 
to recommend medium- and 
long-term strategies to tackle 
unemployment. 


Conservationists welcome government 
pledge on dam’s construction 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — The Royal 
Society for the Conserva- 
tion of Nature on Sunday 
welcomed government 
assurances that it would 
coordinate with the society 
to prevent any environ- 
mental damage to Wadi 
Mujeb during construction 
of a diversion dam, due to 
stan soon. 

Society Director General 
Khaled Irani said he met 
with Minister of Water and 
Energy Hani Mulki, Jordan 
Valley Authority Secretary 
General Dureid Mahasneh 
and other officials two 
weeks ago to discuss the 
impact of constructing a 
diversion dam at the con- 
junction of Mujeb and 
Waleh valleys, in the heart 
of the Mujeb Nature 
Reserve. 

“The government agreed 
to study the project care- 
fully and promised to coor- 
dinate fully with the soci- 
ety regarding the issue,” 
Irani told the Jordan 
Times. 

Yehya Khaled, director 
of society’s six nature 
reserves, covering 1 ,000 
square kilometres, said the 
society supports any pro- 
ject that ensures sustain- 
able development in the 
area. 

“The society is totally 
aware of the importance of 
such water projects and it 


is not against them as long 
as they do not harm the 
ecological system,” be 
said. 

According to Khaled, the 
society itself had proposed 
several alternative 

schemes for the diversion 
dam and is awaiting the 
government’s response. 

Mahasneh affirmed yes- 
terday that the government 
will not allow construction 
of any project that could 
harm the Mujeb environ- 
ment. 

"The [Jordan Valleyl 
Authority is still waiting 
for its consultants* report 
on the project,” he said 
“The society will be heavi- 
ly involved in taking the 
final decision." 

On Saturday, a consor- 
tium of international and 
local companies signed 
four agreements worth 
JD6.4 million with the 
Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation to supervise and 
provide architectural ser- 
vices in the implementa- 
tion of the JD180 million 
Integrated Project to 
Develop the Southern 
Ghor Area. 

Wadi Mujeb is the main 
an of the river system 
owing through the Mujeb 
Nature Reserve, which was 
established in 1986. 

According to the society, 
Mujeb is one of the clean- 
est and least disturbed 
river systems left in Jor- 
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dan. It is part of the water 
catchment for the Dead 
Sea and always has flow- 
ing water, even in summer. 
It flows out to the Dead 
Sea through a narrow 
sandstone gorge lined with 
palm trees and lush vegeta- 
tion. 

A recent ecological sur- 
vey conducted by the soci- 
ety concluded that Wadi 
Mujeb is “the single most 
important natural feature 
in the reserve.” 

“Several plant species 
growing there are found 
nowhere else in Jordan. It 
provides a refuge and 
watering place for several 
rare and endangered ani- 
mals, such as the ibex, wild 
cats, Egyptian mongoose 
and Bonelli’s eagle," said 
the survey. 

The survey said the wadi 
and its tributaries are an 
ecosystem of national and 
regional importance and 
that much of its ecological 
interest depends on the 
existing hydrological con- 
ditions, including seasonal 
flash floods. 

Operating under the 
patronage of His Majesty 
King Hussein, the non- 
governmental society, 
which was formed in 1966, 
is planning to set up anoth- 
er seven nature reserves. It 
is responsible for protect- 
ing foe Kingdom’s natural 
resources, wildlife and 
wild areas. 


Regent calls on conference to 
focus on short-term solutions 


(Continued from page 1) 

Addressing the confer- 
ence, Labour Minister 
Mohammad Mahdi Farhan 
said 40 per cent of the pop- 
ulation are under the age of 
15 while every year about 
60,000 workers join the 
labour force which grows at 
a rate of five per cent annu- 
ally. These circumstances, 
he said, coupled with the 
increase in foe number of 
graduates from universities, 
community colleges and 
training centres — well 
above market needs — 
resulted in mounting unem- 


ployment rates. 

Farhan added that about 
300,000 foreign workers 
are currently employed in 
Jordan, while about two 
thirds of this number repre- 
sent Jordanians looking for 
jobs. 

“We should set policies 
and all necessary measures 
that would be in line with 
new developments in foe 
labour market,” Farhan 
said. 

“It is important to organ- 
ise the labour market and 
replace foreign labour with 
the unemployed local 
workforce as well as guide 


Jordanians looking for jobs 
towards real opportunities 
in foe different economic 
sectors.” 

In order to channel the 
administrative and organi- 
sational decisions to benefit 
foe unemployed, Farhan 
said his ministry has taken 
measures to identify job 
seekers, their qualifica- 
tions, foeir preference for 
jobs and foe salaries they 
are after. 

Thirteen woricing papers, 
prepared by public arrd pri- 
vate sector firms, will be 
presented during the meet- 
ing. 



‘Sunset, ’ by Mona Saudi, one of the works on display at 
the exhibit (Photo courtesy Darat Al Funun) 

Exhibition traces 
history of Lebanese 
graphic art 


AMMAN (J.T.j — The 
evolution of Lebanese 
graphic ait over foe last 50 
years is currently on show 
at Darat Al Funun in Jabal 
Weibdeh. 

On view are such 
renowned artists as Juliana 
S&raphim, who illustrated 
with etchings foe book of 
the winners of foe Nobel 
Prize for Literature, and 
Saliba Douaihi, famous for 
her work in foe U.S. 

Examples of all the classi- 
cal techniques in graphic 
art, such as woodcut, cop- 
per cut, burin, and dry 
point, can be seen develop- 
ing over 50 years of 
Lebanese history, including 
foe 1975-1990 civil war, 
which severely limited its 
practice although enriched 
its subjects. 

History is what makes this 
exhibition unique. Leaving 
behind for a moment the 
quality of the exhibits, 
graphic an is unique 
amongst the fine arts in that 
it, more than others, shows 
a relation between societal 
and technological advances 
and its own development. 

The history of printmak- 
ing in Lebanon began with 


foe introduction of an 
engraving workshop at the 
“Lebanese Association of 
Fine Arts" or ALBA, right 
after World War n. 

After foe 1950’s and until 
1983, a number of work- 
shops opened in succession. 
From these subsequent 
workshops, talents such as 
Mohammad Rawas and 
Jamil Molaeb, who spe- 
cialised in woodcut, sprang 
up, followed by printmak- 
ers like Aref Al Rayess, 
Yvette Achkar, and Harun- 
tioum Torossian. all of 
whom help make the art of 
print making, which was 
unknown to foe public until 
the mid-sixties, into an art- 
form widely popular and 
practised by many 
Lebanese artists both in 
Lebanon and abroad. 

What matters in graphic 
art is the potential for artis- 
tic expression, the ability to 
create a vehicle for the 
intention and the creativity 
of the artist. The possibili- 
ties are then limitless. 

The exhibition attempts to 
assess past work in its 
diversity and wealth. 

The exhibition will run 
until SepL 30. 
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Kosovo rebels say 
100 Serbs killed, 
West doubts it 


PRISTINA (R) — Ethnic 

Albanian guerrillas claimed 
Sunday to have inflicted scores 
of Serbian police casualties in 
fighting in northern Kosovo 
hut Western sources suspected 
the high death loll was exag- 
gerated. 1 

The . Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) killed 100 Serb 
military policemen for the loss 
of five of its guerrillas, KLA 
headquarters said in a state- 
ment to the Albanian- language 
newspaper Koha Ditore. 

“We have serious doubts 
about the veracity of the 
Albanian claim that they have 
killed 100 Serb policemen in 
three days,” a senior Western 
official told Reuters in Pristina. 

“They (the KLA) do not 
have firepower or technology 
or braining to kill that many 
policemen in one combat 
alone," die official said. 

He speculated the figure 
could refer to the total number 
of police killed since the con- 
flict in Serbia’s southern 
province began seven months 
ago. 

Serb 1 police spokesman 
Bozddar FTLic said police casu- 
alties in three days of fighting 
around Podujevo this week 
were one dead and eight 
wounded. 

Other Serb sources in 
Pristina, the Kosovo provincial 
capital, who refused to be iden- 
tified said security forces killed 
50 KLA guerrillas. 

The KLA statement said the 
guerrillas destroyed dozens of 
police armoured vehicles and 


that police, forces were in disar- 
ray. 

“After the complete failure of 
the Serb offensive and shame- 
ful withdrawal of enemy 
forces-, the villagers are 
returning to their homes,” it 
added. 

The ethnic Albanian-run 
Kosovo Information Centre 
(TOO reported Sunday that 14 
Albanians were killed in a 
Serbian offensive in the wider 
northeml region over the last 
three days. 

The KIC also said that 
Saturday two children were 
killed and four other wounded 
in a blast in a village near the 
southern 1 town of Prizren. It 
. was not Clear what caused the 
blast ■ 

Serb police sources said that 
police otitpasts near the vilJage 
of Likovac in the western 
Drenica] region were attacked 
late Saturday. 

KohalDiiore said reporters 
found some 13-15,000 ethnic 
Albanian refugees in the vil- 
lage of Trpeza, on the road to 
Malisevo, also in the Drenica 


region. I 

The paper said that Italian 
and Slovenian television crews 
saw people lying on the 
ground, i under the trees, cov- 
ered vvitjfi wet blankets. 

The refugees said they have 
been under police siege for two 
months and have received no 
aid. 

The report could not be con- 
finned ,by international aid 
agencies in Pristina. 


Kohl, Schroeder 
set for photo finish 
in German vote 


BONN (R) — Helmut Kohl 
and Gerhard Schroeder began 
a final week of campaigning 


Sunday for what could be a 
photofinish race to lead a 


reunified Germany from 
Berlin’s new chancellery into 
the 2 1st century. 

Kohl written off as yester- 
day's man during a winter of 
record unemployment, has 
clawed back to within two 
points of his Social 
Democratic party challenger. 

Peter Hintze. the general sec- 
retary of Kohl’s Christian 
Democratic Union, said he 
would urge people in the final 
week of the campaign to back 
the party with both the votes 
they cast under Germany’s 
complex electoral system. 

"Our election aim is to 
increase the number of directly 
elected candidates we get from 
the first votes,” Hintze said 

“The second vote decides 
who has a majority in parlia- 
ment. 

The second vote determines 
who is chancellor.” Most poll- 
sters still give the centre-left 
SPD the edge over Kohl’s 
CDU and their Bavarian allies. 

But they acknowledge that 
the ‘'Schroeder effect:” that 
once made the outcome of the 
Sept. 27 almost a foregone 
conclusion had weakened 

T always knew it wouldn't 
be that easy,” Schroeder told 
Spiegel magazine in an inter- 
view to appear Monday. 

“You will recall that I told 
you at the beginning of the 
year I was aiming for 40 per 
cent plus in the election," 
Schroeder said 

But one poll put the SPD 
below 40 per cent for the first 
time since Schroeder, 54, won 
his party's nomination in 
March. 

The Electoral Research 
Group gave the SPD 39.5 per 
cent, 1-5 points lower than a 
week ago, while the CDU 
gained half a point to 37.5. 

An Emnid survey also 
showed the gap closing to two 
points with the CDU climbing 
one point to 39 per cent, while 
the SPD held steady at 41 per 
cent 

“It's definitely a neck-and- 
neck race,” Kohl told a week- 
end rally in his home town of 
Ludwigshafen. 

The chancellor has been on 
the road with a punishing rally 
schedule all of this month, try- 
ing to dispel the impression 
that he had already lost 

blisters estimate that up to a 
third of Germany’s electorate 


is undecided This has spurred 
both contendere to chase-; the 
floating voter. 

Kohl has spent a !ot of*fiirle ,; 
in the former communist east 
where CDU support has 
slipped to below 30 per cent 

The five eastern states could 
hold the key to whether the 68- 
year-old chancellor succeeds 
in winning a record fifth con- 
secutive- term. 

He is campaigning on his 
record as the West’s elder 
statesman who helped forge 
German reunification in 1990. 

But many east Germans, 
once grateful for the freedoms 
Kohl brought, now blame him 
for unemployment that, at 17 
per cent, is neatly twice the 
national average. 

“Kohl’s time is over," 
Schroeder told a weekend rally 
in the east Goman city of 
Leipzig. “Kohl will be sent 
into well-earned retirement" 
Whether Kohl starts drawing 
his pension will also depend 
on the fate of three small par- 
ties — liberals, neo-comrau- 
nists and environmentalists. 
German law requires a party to 
win five per cent of the nation- 
al vote or capture three con- 
stituencies directly to enter 
parliament. 

Since neither Kohl nor 
Schroeder is expected to be 
able to govern alone they will 
need to form a coalition. 

Kohl’s partners are the tax- 
cutting Free Democrats, hov- 
ering just above the five per 
cent cut-off in opinion polls. 

Schroeder’s allies are the 
Alliance 90/Greens, a left- 
wing. ecologist group whose 
support has dropped to about 
six per cent. 

So the election could turn on 
the performance of the Party of 
Democratic Socialism, heirs to 
the Communist rulers of the 
east, who are 'hoping to win 
four districts in east Berlin. 

“If the PDS gels into parlia- 
ment the probability of a 
change of government will not 
be increased.” said Schroeder. 

Pollsters calculate the PDS 
would make an SPD-Green 
coalition less likely, opening 
the way to a “grand coalition” 
of the SPD and CDU. 

Schroeder has not ruled out 
leading such a government but 
Kohl has said he wants no part 
of it. 

He would hand over to his 
preferred successor Wolfgang 
Schaeuble, the politician with 
the highest personal approval 
rating in the country. 
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Supporters of Albanian opposition Democratic Party march through tbe streets of Tirana. About 3,000 opposition 
Democratic Party supporters marched Sunday to a cemetery outside the Albania capital to protest over the killing 
week of their leader Azem Hajdari and his bodyguard (Reuters photo) 


Albania opposition rallies to honour dead leader 


JANA (R) — About 
3 opposition 

ocratic Party support- 
marched Sunday to a 
cemetery outside tbe 
Albanian capital to protest 
ovej the killing last week of 
their leader Azem Hajdari 
and]his bodyguard. 

The peaceful rally marks 
the sixth consecutive day of 
protests called by opposi- 
tion leader and former 
President Sali Berisha, who 
blames Socialist Prime 
Minister Fatos Nano for the 


killings 
Tirana 


Tirana erupted in its 
worst violence in 18 
months last Sunday and 
Monday and Nano’s 


Socialist-led government 
has accused Berisha of 
attempting a coup during 
the violence. Friday, parlia- 
ment lifted Berisha s 
immunity from prosecution 
to open the way for his 
arrest. 

The supporters, waving 
flowers and pictures of 
Hajdari, walked the four 
km from Tirana's main 
Skanderbeg Square towards 
the cemetery on the fringes 
of the capital. They shouted 
anti-government slogans. 

Berisha. accompanied by 
his wife, joined the proces- 
sion a few hundred metres 
before the cemetery. The 
former president placed 


flowers on his aide's grave, 
but did not address the 
crowd. A Muslim cleric 
delivered a short prayer. 

The rally was peaceful. 
Reuters photographers saw 
no evidence of police units. 

Traffic, however, was 
paralysed and all shops 
along the way were barri- 
caded for fear of a repeat of 
last week's orgy of looting. 

European envoys, on a 
brief visit to Albania 
Saturday, urged Albania's 
leading politicians to find a 
peaceful solution to the 
country’s turmoil and 
blamed Berisha for under- 
mining peace in the poor 
Balkan nation. 


The envoys said they 
would support any initia- 
tives for peace in Albania 
and called on President 
Rexhep Meidani. former 
leader of the Socialist Party 
who is now an independent 
to take charge of the 
process of mediating a 
political solution. 

They warned the former 
president that he and his 
party would be isolated by 
the international communi- 
ty unless they stopped 
undermining Albania's 
political process. 

Nano’s government was 
also admonished for drag- 
ging its feet on implement- 
ing its political programme. 


Cjambodia rivals gear up to hammer 
out shaky new coalition government 


PHNOM PENH (AFP). — 
Cambodia’s bitter rivals, in 
a meeting scheduled for this 
week, are expected to step 
baeje from the brink of a 
constitutional crisis and 
form a shaky coalition with* 
uncertain prospects. 

Foreign analysts here say 
opposition leaders Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh and 
Sam Rainsy have no choice 
but to work with ruling 
strongman Hun Sen. 

They say this will avert an 
immediate crisis but they 
hold out few hopes for sta- 
bility that has eluded the 
country for decades. 

All eyes will be on a sum- 
mit scheduled for Tuesday 
— just two days before the 
convening of the National 
Assembly (parliament) — 
between election winner 
and Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP) leader Hun 
Sen. FUN C IN PEC party 
chief Prince Ranariddh and 
Sam Rainsy, head of a self- 
named party'. 

“Hun Sen will meet a 
weakened and reluctant 
opposition, who have been 
forced under pragmatic 
royal pressure to quit street 
demonstrations and join the 


National Assembly,” said a 
Western diplomatic source. 

“Prince Ranariddh and 
Sam Rainsy are essentially 
giving in to the fact that 
they Tost the elections, and 
are again facing the reality 
that they have to work with 
Hun Sen whether they like it 
or noL” 

Prince Ranariddh and 
Sam Rainsy say they expect 
the meeting will be just to 
assess the atmosphere with 
Hun Sen rather than a 
detailed discussion. 

The meeting, to be held 
under the auspices of King 
Norodom Sihanouk, will 
also be the first time Hun 
Sen and Prince Ranariddh 
have met for over a year. 
They were co-premiers in 
the last government which 
emerged from U.N. -spon- 
sored" polls in 1 993. 

But the prince, a senior 
partner in the coalition, was 
ousted by Hun Sen amid 
bloody fighting in July 
1997. 

Prince Ranariddh returned 
this year to battle Hun Sen 
in the July 26 election but 
lost in polls which he and 
Sam Rainsy alleged were 
marred by fraud and intimi- 


dation. International moni- 
tors called them “free, fair 
and credible " 

Although Hun Sen won a 
majority in the polls, he did 
not gain the two thirds need- 
ed to form a government on 
his own. Political observers 
here believe the rivals now 
have no choice but to form a 
coalition. 

“What is likely is yet 
another marriage of conve- 
nience: Hun Sen needs a 
coalition to rule legally and 
appear legitimate, and the 
opposition realise they have 
no alternative but to work 
within the system if they 
want to hold their parties 
together,” explained one 
Cambodian analyst. 

For weeks after the elec- 
tions the opposition took 
their protest onto the streets 
of Phnom Penh. But follow- 
ing a grenade attack on a 
Hun Sen residence blamed 
on protest leaders, the 
police stepped in to crush 
the sit-ins and marches. 

As Hun Sen ordered a 
tough police crackdown that 
left at least three dead and 
scores injured, opposition 
politicians found them- 
selves weak. 


They were also accused of 


inciting racial violence that 


led to the mob killings of 
five ethnic Vietnamese. 
Vietnam is associated with 
Hun Sen’s CPP, which led 
Hanoi-backed governments 
in the 1980s. 

Majority international 
support for the poll results 
only served to back up the 
government’s accusation 
that the pair were bad 
losers. 

Following the effective 
police crackdown, 

observers say the opposition 
found themselves running 
out of options. They 
dropped a list of demands 
including fresh polls and 
threats to boycott the 
National Assembly. 

Now most agree some 
form of coalition will even- 
tually emerge out of the bit- 
ter rivalry and mistrust 

“All sides will eventually 
compromise something and 
under international and 
monarchical pressure they 
will form some form of 
working coalition,” said a 
diplomat. “The question 
will be how long it can 
peacefully last.” 


India to boost security on Pakistan border 


BOMBAY (R) - Indian 
Home Minister Lai Krishna 
Advani Sunday accused 
Pakistan of sneaking mili- 
tants into Kashmir to fight a 
proxy war and proposed 
boosting border security. 

Advani said he had met 
Farooq Abdullah, chief 
minister of the Himalayan 
state of Jammu * and 
Kashmir, and Defence 
Minister George Fernandes 
this week to discuss the sit- 


uation. 

“I mentioned that we 
should concentrate on no( 
only quelling militancy 
within the state but we 
should tighten the arrange- 
ments on the border and see 
that infiltration by Pakistan 
under cover of artillery Fire 
(is stopped).” he told a news 
conference. 

“Much of this artillery 
fire is intended to promote 
infiltration. We should 
tighten measures " he said. 


Arch rivals India and 
Pakistan have fought three 
wars since independence in 
1947 and a territorial dis- 
pute over Kashmir remains 
a running sore, with troops 
routinely exchanging fire 
across the border. 

The Indian army . has 
fought an eight-year battle 
against insurrection in the 
Kashmir Valley, and only a 
few die-hard guerrilla 
groups still operate. 

Saturday, officials in 
Muzaffarabad, capital of 
the Pakistan-ruled side of 
Kashmir, said a Pakistani 
soldier was killed by 
“unprovoked" Indian 
artillery fire across the 
U.N.-monitored Line of 
Control. 

Advani blamed Pakistan's 
Inter Services Intelligence 
(ISO saying it was behind 
terrorist activities in India. 

“In the last 15 years, since 
1983-84. the internal secu- 


rity situation in the country 
has worsened and the main 
reason for that is Pakistan- 
engineered anti- Indian 

proxy war and in that 
Pakistan's IS I has been very 
active." he said. 

“More and more people in 
the west are starting to 
realise that the key problem 
in Jammu and Kashmir is 
the problem of state-spon- 
sored cross-border terror- 
ism. It is not any problem of 
self determination or u dis- 
pute over territory,” he said. 


Advani gave details of the 


number of militants Indian 
security forces had killed 
saying this was an indica- 
tion the government was 
winning the fight against 
terrorism. 

In July and August alone 
285 militants were killed. 
The number of foreign mer- 
cenaries killed in the same 
period was 133', a statement 
released by the home minis- 


ter said. 

India’s next move would 
be to try and resettle 
Kashmiris who bad fled 
their homes as violence in 
the region increased. 

"In October we propose 
to discuss the question of 
resettling the migrants from 
the Kashmir valley" Advani 
said. 

Monday, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton is scheduled to 
meet Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif in 
New York on the sidelines 
of the United Nations 
General Assembly when the 
arms race in the region is 
likely to be discussed. 

In May. India broke a 
self-imposed 24-year mora- 
torium on nuclear tests, 
provoking Pakistan into 
carrying out its own tests — 
prompting the United 
States <o invoke economic 
sanctions against both 
nations. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Two British hostages 
freed in Chechenya 


i ONDON (AFP) — Two British aid workers held 

S unday .Camilla 

Centre for Peace and Development, when they were 
seized in the Chechen capital Grozny in July last year. 
“They have been released and they wdJ obviously 
now be en route back to the UK. and they may be 
returning via Moscow." a Foreign Ofcce s^kesman 
said. The two were “understood to be in gopd hMlth, 
he said, adding their release shows the Jjenefits of 
cooperation between our government and the Russian 
government." Chechenya. a region of one million 

people in the Caucasus mountains h^been sweptby 
hostage-takingi since the end of its 1994-,1996 inde- 
pendence war 'against Russia. Foreigners, including- 
aid workers, journalists and businessmen.! have been 
the targets of! choice, and much of the crune in 
Chechenya appears to be the work of armed gangs 
rampant since the end of the vtcuws war. The 
Chechen government has claimed that the kidnapping, 
epidemic, which has put Chechenya off the map fot 
most foreigners and seriously damaged its efforts to 
win international recognition, is at least partly orches- 
trated by the Russian secret services. • 


Hyde offer to resign 
over sex affair rejected 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — The U.S. congressman 
leading the panel that will decide whether to pursue 
impeachment proceedings against President Bill 
Clinton offered to resign following reports about his 
own sexual infidelities 30 years earlier. CNN report; 
ed Sunday. The Republican leadership in Congress 
however rejected Henry Hyde's offer to resign his job 
as chair of the House Judiciary Committee, according 
to Cable News Network. Hyde. 74, admitted 
Wednesday to charges of marital infidelity in the 
1960s after the on-Line magazine Salon dug up the 
information. Hyde, apparently angered by the report,, 
said in a statement that the report surfaced merely as 
“an obvious attempt to intimidate me.” Republican 
leaders want the FBI to investigate the source of the 
leak. Hyde’s former mistress, Cherie Hancock 
Soskin. told a Texas newspaper Friday that Hyde was 
not morally fit to judge the president. 


China army in Macau 
to stick to defence matters 


MACAU (R) — Chinese troops stationed in Macau 
following the enclave's handover to China next year 
will stick to national defence and keep out of police 
matters, a senior official said. Edmund Ho Hau Wah; 
vice-president of the Preparatory Committee of the 
Macau Special Administrative Region, said that was 
in line with the Macau Basic Law. the constitution 
governing that enclave after its transfer. Ho, 43, is 
widely tipped to become Macau's first Chinese chief 
executive after the enclave’s reversion to China at' 
midnight on Dec. ' 19, 1999, after 442* years of' 
Portuguese rule. China announced Friday it would 
station troops in Macau when it took over the enclave 
and has offered to help battle organised crime. 
Chinese Vice Premier Qian Qichen told the handover 
committee the Chinese government was “very wor- 
ried” about the public security situation in Macau. 
The announcement from Beijing followed a wave of 1 
bombings, arson attacks and other violent crimes that 
Macau authorities have attributed to “triad” crime 


organisation. 


3 kilos of cocaine found 
in computer shipment in Bulgaria 


SOFIA (AFP) — Police found more than three kilos 
(6.6 pounds) of cocaine hidden in two computers 
shipped from Latin America to Bulgaria, the organised 
crime squad announced Sunday. Packages of cocaine 
worth an estimated 5360.000 were found inside the 
shipment of two Canon computers at the home of a for- 
mer interior ministry employee in a Sofia suburb 
Saturday, police said. The former employee, who had 
picked up the shipment at the airport Friday, another 
Bulgarian and two Italians were arrested on suspicion 
of drug trafficking. First reports said the cocaine was 
intended for delivery to countries in Western Europe. 


Typhoon moves to China 
after leaving four dead in Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — A typhoon left four people dead and 
three others missing in Japan over the weekend before 
hitting China’s eastern coast early Sunday. Japanese 
police and the meteorological agency said. The 
typhoon, the sixth this season, hit areas south of 
Shanghai but with its power weakening, Japanese 
meteorological agency official said. The storm swept 
the southern and central parts of Japan Saturday, bring-- 
ing heavy rains, strong winds and high tides. In 
Shizuoka prefecture, south of Tokyo, two fishermen 
drowned after their boats were overturned in the rough 
sea, local police said. At a beach of Shimoda, also in 
Shizuoka prefecture, two college students from Tokyo 
were also found drowned, apparently swept away by 
high tides of up to five metres, police officials said. 
Police /n the southern prefecture of Kochi continued 
their search Sunday for three construction workers 
who went missing in a landslide Saturday while work- 
ing in a mountain area of Umaji village, a local police 
official said. r 


Cat floods flats 


SARREBOURG. France (AFP) — A cat which clearly 
does not share its fellow felines’ fear of water flooded 
several flats in this town in northeast France Saturday. 
Firemen were called out before 8.00 a.m. after resi- 

1 h n£°r? d -i 3 i eak from lhe lhird floor. They rang 
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Malaysia police 
arrest sacked 
minister Anwar 



Nicole Johnson from Virginia, walks down the centre 
runway after being named Miss America 1999 in 
Atlantic City (Reuters photo) 


Diabetic wins 1999 
Miss America crown 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysian police arrested 
sacked Finance Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim Sunday, 
hours after he led thousands 
of angry demonstrators 
through die streets, of the 
capital calling on Prime 
Minister Mahathir 

Mohamad to resign. 

Aimed police led Anwar 
from his suburban home to a 
white police van as about 
2,000 supporters shouted 
“ReformasT (Reform) and 
“Long Live Anwar”. 

About 100 riot police with 
shields and barons sur- 
rounded the van before it 
drove away with Anwar 
inside. 

Anwar’s lawyer 

Christopher Fernando told 
reporters inside Anwar’s 
house that the former cabi- 
net minister was being taken 
to federal police headquar- 
ters in Kuala Lumpin' to be 
indicted for sexual indecen- 
cy. 

Anwar's adopted brother 
and a former speech writer 
pleaded guilty in court 
Saturday to being 
sodomised by Anwar. 
Sodomy is a crime in 
Malaysia. 

Mahathir sacked Anwar as 
deputy prime minister and 
finance mini ster on Sept. 2. 
railing him morally unfit. 

Anwar is under investiga- 
tion for sodomy, treason, 
corruption and other crimes 
which he has denied, saying 
he was the victim of a con- 
spiracy to end his political 
career. 

Earlier Sunday, riot police 
fired tear gas and water can- 
non to disperse thousands of 
angry protesters calling on 
Mahathir to step down after 
17 yeais in power. 

A phalanx of riot police 
with shields drove demon- 
strators away from, the 
prime minister’s official res- 
idence after they had 
marched through the streets 
of Kuala Lumpur in a rare 
public protest against 
Mahathir's 17-year-long 


rule. 

At the foot of a hill lead- 
ing to Mahathir's official 
residence, about 30 riot 
police with shields and 
batons charged the crowd of 
Anwar supporters, who 
threw rocks. 

Police then fired several 
rounds of tear gas to dis- 
perse the demonstrators. 

The political unrest coin- 
cided with the arrival of 
Britain’s, Queen Elizabeth 
in the Malaysian capital for 
a four-day visit and with the 
final hours of the 16th 
Commonwealth Games, 
which have drawn interna- 
tional attention towards 
Malaysia. 

British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook, who had been 
scheduled to leave Kuala 
Lumpur Monday, said he 
had decided to remain with 
the queen until she was to 
leave Wednesday, due to the 
events in Malaysia. 

Earlier Sunday, Anwar led 
about 30,000 protesters 
denouncing Mahathir, who 
has ruled the Southeast 
Asian nation since 1 98 1 and 
leads a coalition with a 
crushing majority in parlia- 
ment 

“This is the first time this 
has happened in Malaysia.” 

Mamat a 26-year old col- 
lege lecturer among the 
demonstrators, told Reuters. 
“People are very angry. We 
don't want Mahathir any 
more." 

“People are angry at 
Mahathir,” said a 21 -year- 
old marcher who asked not 
to be identified. “Indonesia 
used to be a military coun- 
try, then students took to the 
streets. We are very, very 
angry.” 

Mahathir dismissed 
Anwar’s movement Sunday, 
calling it a ‘‘minor*’ distrac- 
tion. Bolstered by the 
smooth running of the 
Commonwealth Games, 
which Queen Elizabeth was 
to close Monday, Mahathir 
said he could easily win a 
snap election. 


ATLANTIC CITY, NJ. (R) 
— A 24-year-old diabetic 
wearing an insulin pump 
won ihe 1 999 Miss 
America title Saturday and 
pledged to devote her one- 
year reign to raising aware- 
ness of the disease. 

“I’m a normal girl. I'm 
not perfect. And Miss 
America should not be per- 
fect ” Miss Virginia, Nicole 
Johnson, a former intern 
for television evangelist 
Pat Robertson's CBN net- 
work, said after being 
crowned with the rhine- 
stone tiara. 

In 1995, the title was won 
by Heather Whitestone of 
Alabama, who is deaf. 

“There's something 


wrong with me. You can’t 
see it. But everybody has 
something in their lives," a 
confident and articulate 
Johnson told reporters. 

Johnson, who wants to 
become a national news 
anchor and to enter poli- 
tics,- clinched the title after 
wearing a two-piece ocean 
blue swimsuit and croon- 
ing the Frank Sinatra hit, 
“That’s Life.” 

Johnson contracted dia- 
betes from a flu virus at the 
age of 19. Recently, she 
has lobbied for legislation 
in her home state to gain 
insurance coverage for 
insulin pumps similar to 
the one she wears on her 
waist like a beeper. 


Sweden votes in election, PM confident 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Swedes 
voted in a general election 
Sunday which looked set to 
return a weakened minority 
Social Democrat (SDP) govern- 
ment to power. 

Prime Minister Goran Pas- 
son. voting near his home in the 
southern port of Malmo, dis- 
missed opinion polls showing 
the SDP had lost support since 
thelastdectionin 1994. 

“We have worked hard and 
lad a good mood in our election 
warkereTTT Dews agency quot- 
ed him as saying. 

“If the Social Democrats now 
become the biggest party, we 
wffl just have to find a majority 
in parliament as usuaL” 

Neither the SDP. campaigning 
for a cautious expansion to 
Sweden’s welfare state after sev- 
eral years of austerity, nor the 
main opposition Moderates, 
who want broad tax cuts, will 
win an outright majority, 
according to final opinion polls 
Saturday. 

The two big parties will there- 
fore be trying to cobble together 
support from die five smaller 
parties in pariiamenL 

The SDP, in power for 57 of 
the last 66 years, has seen its 


support fall to 37.0-383 per cent 
in the last polls on Saturday 
from 453 per cent in the last 
election in 1994. 

The Moderates, led by former 
Prime Minister and international 
Bosnia mediator Carl Bildt. 
have edged up to 23.2-24.0 from 
22.4 per cent 

But two other parties, the ex- 
communist Left Party and the 
environroOTtaftst Grans, have 
made it dear that they would not 
support the centie-rigte coalition 
Bildt has formed. 

Together the “socialist bloc” 
of SDP, Left and Greens can 
count cxi 53 to 55 per cent of 
votes for the 349-member par- 
liament, according to the polls. 

The SDP and Left, whose 
support has doubled since 1994, 
making it Sweden's third big- 
gest party, may have a majority 
without the Greens, whose 
recent poll scores suggest they 
may not clear the four per cent 
hurdle needed to get into parlia- 
ment 

ft remains to be seen how 
comfortable the SDP would be 
with a strengthened Left Party, 
and any cooperation would soon 
Ewe a test when the government 
presents the budget due on Oct. 


13. 

The Left want the working 
week cut to 35 hours, big in- 
creases in spending and Sweden 
to leave the European Union. 

Its popular leader Gudnm 
Schyman has played down the 
differences between Left Party 
and SDP economic policy, but 
Persson, a former finance minis- 
ter respected by the markets for 
restoring Sweden’s budget to 
health, remains wary. 

“1 want a strong Social 
Democratic government but I 
will not sit in one that starts 
adventuring with the stale 
finances." Persson said Friday. 

The SDP is happy to work as 
a minority government rather 
than coalition leader, and the 
result may be a series of shifting 
alliances in which it seeks sup- 
port from the Left or centre-right 
parties depending on the policy 
under discussion. 

“We have never talked of 
forming a coalition government 
with the Left Party and we've 
never thought it either,” Persson 
said in Malmo. 

The Left can argue that the 
surge in its support shows voters 
want the restraints on spending 
to be loosened, and more 


resources put into Sweden’s cni- 
dle-to-grave welfare state. 

Although Sweden is the most ; 
highly taxed of the rich coun- : 
tries, opposition leader Bildt's j 
call for tax cuts does not seem to 
have won much support 

“If we don’t reduce taxes we 
won’: be able to retain die stan- 
dards of welfare spending,” he 
told Reuters after voting. 

Bildt said tire welfore state 
was threatened by excessive 
spending on benefits for unem- 
ployment, now running at 73 
per cent and acknowledged by 
Persson to be Sweden's number 
one problem. 

Tax cuts were needed to create 
jobs, said Bildt, wbo also wants 
to bring eurosceptic Sweden 
into the single European curren- 
cy as fast as possible. 

Just as the SDP has seen a 
growth in support for a smaller 
socialist party, the Moderate', 
have watched as support for the 
pro-family Christian Demo- 
crats. preaching a kinder form « if 
cortseivatism, has doubled. 

Turnout was running at the 
normal high levels, election ofli- 
rials said, with about 85 percent 
of the 6.7 million voters expect- 
ed to show up. 


Hopes fade for 100 missing in Philippine shipwreck 


NAIC, Philippines (R) — Hopes 
of finding alive mere than 100 
people stQl missing after a 
Phffipprne feny sank in a storm 
faded Sunday as rescue boats 
ft®nd only bloated bodies. 

Many of the 39 corpses so for 
■covered had life vests on, sug- 
gesting the victims were vio- 
ktify tossed around by the 
waves after jumping from the 

13535-tonne Princess of the 
Orient which sank Friday. 

The coastguard said at least 
3ll.passengers and crew, out of 
tot 454 people aboard, survived 
jte latest blot in the grim mar- 
iftne safety record of this coun- 
^tyof 7JXW islands, where fer- 
ant foe cheapest mode of 
naer-island transport. 

Nearly 4,400 people died in 
1987 vsheo the ferry Dona Paz 
— owned by Sulpido Lines foe, 
which also owns the Princess- 


collided with an oil canker off 
Mindoro island. 

The company gave conflict- 
ing figures on the number of 
those on board and those who 
survived. 

Earlier, it said the Princess 
carried 453 passengers and 
crew, Sunday, safety engineer 
Nelson Morales told Rotters an 
updated list showed the ship had 
515 people on board and 334 of 
them had been rescued, leaving 
18! srifl to be accounted for. 

Morales later said they were 
still revising their numbers. 

Rescue officials were pes- 
simistic about any of the 105 
passengers and crew listed by 
tb& coastguard as unaccounted 
for or missing still being alive, 
unless they had been washed 
ashore. 

“We’re stflJ hoping that we 

can find some people alive but at 


the rate were going, diar seems 
quite dim. They arc probably 
dead." Cavite provincial gover- 
nor Ramon Revilla told Reuters. 

“It’s possible some of them 
are trapped in the ship below,” 
added Revilla, who took pan in 
searching the waters around 
Cavite, where several bodies 
turned up Sarurday. 

Fishermen found 11 bodies 
off Cavite Sunday, lashed them 
to their outrigger bools and 
dumped them on the beaches of 
an empty tourist resort in this 
wwn. 

Village children, horror in 
their eyes, watched as fishermen 
returned from the sea at 30 
minute "intervals with their 
macabre catch. 

The Princess sank in about 
360 feet (60 fathoms) of water 
off Fortune island, about 40 nau- 
tical miles south of Manila. 


The 24-year-old boat, built in 
Japan and one of the 
Philippines' biggest ferries, cap- 
sized after being pummelled by 
winds and rains induced by 
storm Vicki two hours after ic 
left Manila for central Cebu city. 

‘Today we've found only 
bodies,” coastguard operations 
officer Archie Obille said. 
“Unless they have been washed 
ashore, the chances of anyone 
else surviving are slim." 
Questions have been raised in 
the media as to why the coast- 
guard, which clears departures 
of inter-island ferries, allowed 
die Princess to leave port despite 
a typhoon alert 

Manila, where fringe winds of 
Vicki were blowing, was at the 
rime under low-level alert one. 


‘Afghan opposition rockets kill, wound 180’ 


KABUL (R) — Up to 180 peo- 
ple were killed or wounded 
when anti-Taleban forces, fired 
their deadliest salvo into the 
Afghan capital for years, hitring 
a market and busy residential 
areas, a spokesman for the 
Taleban said on Sunday. 

Senior spokesman Abdul Hay 
Mutmean told an independent 
news agency, Afghan Islamic 

Press (AtPj. that one missile 

struck a busy market area and 
another a residential suburb. 

It was the worst attack on the 
battered Afghan capital for 
years and coincided with a 
major ami-opposition drive by 
the Taleban, which set it on col- 
lision course with Iran. 

At least eight Russian-made 
Lunar and Uragan rockets 
struck the capital between mid- 
aftemoon and dusk when peo- 
ple were going home to comply 
with an evening curfew, resi- 
dents said. 

One of the missiles fired by 
the forces of oppostion leader 
Ahmed Shah Masood hit 
Baharistan market to the west of 
the city, destroying shops and 
stalls and another a crowded 
norther suburb. 

“The destruction is enormous 
and the casualties could go 
higher and higher than dozens 
of people, “ one resident of the 


area told Reuters by telephone. 

Residents said they 1 believed 
Masood’s goal was to force the 
Taleban to withdraw men, air- 
planes and equipment from 
Waidak province, west of 
Kabul, where the militia is Hy- 
ing to link up with forces which 
seized the town of Bamiyan one 
week ago. 

Masood's forces are at a mili- 
tary standoff with the Taleban 
only 25 km from the city centre 
and are its main enemy after 
Taleban successes against other 
opposition factions. 

A Taleban spokesman said 
that if the attack continued the 
Taleban would bomb Masood's 
base in the Panjsher valley, 
some 120 km northeast of 
Kabul. 

Masood has vowed to fight to 
the end against the Taleban and 
has an overland supply route 
from Tajikistan via the 
Ishkashim border in Badakshan. 

Recent victories gave die 
Sunni Moslem militia control of 
more than 90 per cent of the 
country and unleashed a war of 
words with Iran after “rene- 
gade” Taleban fighters killed 
nine Iranian diplomats captur- 
ing opposition bastion Mazar-i- 
Sharif last month. 

Shi'ite Iran has massed thou- 
sands of uoops along its eastern 


border in a show of strength 
against the Taleban which has 
pushed die Afghanistan issue 
onto the international agenda. 

A so-called "six plus two” 
committee comprising 

Afghanistan's neighbours and 
Russia and the United States is 
due to meet at UN. headquar- 
ters in New York on Monday to 
discuss the crisis between the 
Taleban and Iran. 

Iran has complained bitterly 
about the killing of its official 
and the Taleban, which is recog- 
nised by just three stales as the 
government in Kabul, has 
accused Iran of lolling Taleban 
prisoners and mistreating 
Afghan refugees. 

The Taleban says that fighters 
acting without orders were 
responsible for the slayings of 
the Iranian diplomats and has 
vowed to catch and punish those 
responsible. 

On Saturday it freed five cap- 
tured Iranian drivers and handed 
them over to Iranian officials 
after mediation by Pakistan. It 
was the second such release 
since Mazar-i-Sharif fell but the 
Taleban says it has 45 other 
Iranian captives. 

Iran bads Shi’ite forces such 
as Hezb-i-Wahdat, which lost 
control of rite Shi'ite town of 
Bamiyan one weed: ago in a 


lightning Taleban offensive 
aimed at burnishing its claim to 
be the legitimate government in 
Afghanistan. 

Only Sunni Muslim states 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates recognise 
the Taleban as the government. 

The LUV. sear is occupied by 
the administration of 
Burtianuddin RnbbanL which 
was toppled by the Taleban in 
1996. 

The Taleban has written to the 
United Nations demanding that 
it take steps to end “Iranian 
interference" in Afghan affairs. 

Iran denies charges that it 
armed and supplied Shi'ite fac- 
tions. 

At the veiy least, the Taleban 
want the United Nations to 
declare the Afghan seat vacanL 

The Taleban denies charges 
by human rights groups that its 
forces slaughtered thousands 
when it captured Mazar-i- 
Sharif, the opposition’s key 
stronghold, in August. 

It accuses Iranian-backed 
forces of killing thousands of 
Taleban prisoners of war, of tak- 
ing 15 Taleban prisoners from 
Bamiyan to Iranian jails and of 
allowing revenge killings of 
Afghan refugees in Iranian 
camps. Iran denies the charges, 


Pope beatifies founder of 
scandal-smeared Banco Ambrosiano 


BRESCIA. Italy (AFP) — 
Pope John Paul II Sunday 
beatified the founder of 
Banco Ambrosiano, the 
Vatican-linked bank that 
collapsed in 1982 amid 
allegations of fraud. 

Some 50,000 faithful 
joined the leaders of 
Italy’s most important 
banks, themselves close 
to the Catholic hierarchy, 
to watch the Papal cere- 
mony in a wealthy indus- 
trial town outside Milan. 

“Giuseppe Tovini is 
today in the glory of par- 
adise," the Pope declared 
in his speech. He then 
quoied the banker, saying: 


“Our children without 
faith will never be rich, 
but thanks to faith they 
will never be poor.” 

The scandal surround- 
ing the bank hit in 1981 
when the Bank of Italy 
denounced its ruinous 
mismanagement and 
declared a chunk of near- 
ly $1.4 billion missing 
from one of its sub- 
sidiaries. 

In 1982. the bank’s last 
chairman. Roberto Calvi. 
was found hanging under- 
London's Blackfriars 
Bridge in what was 
thought to be a suicide. 

The story made head- 


lines again recently when 
authorities announced 
they would exhume his 
body to determine 
whether he was mur- 
dered. 

Earlier this month a key 
figure in the scandal, 
financier Licio Gelli, on 
the run from Italian 
authorities since May, 
was arrested in Cannes, 
France. 

The Pope omitted any 
mention of the scandal 
during,.#!? mass, celebrat- 
ed' alongside 460 priests 
and. ;30 ; bishops from the 
region. 

Instead, he concentrated 


on the banker’s loyalty to 
the church and involve- 
ment in “the good fight” 
for freedom in religious 
teaching and in favour of 
Catholic schools. 

Tovini, father of 10 and 
staunch Catholic, was 
mayor of Brescia, ran 
several educational and 
Church projects and cre- 
ated the Catholic newspa- 
per II Cittadino di 
Brescia. 

In 1896, a year before 
his death at the age of 56, 
he founded the Banco 
Ambrosiano. in which the 
Vatican subsequently 
took a 20 per cent stake. 
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Rights under 
interrogation 


THE RELEASE on bail of nine Water 
Authority officials yesterday after their 
detention by the authorities in connection 
with the water contamination crisis is a wel- 
come development 

The arrest on Saturday of the secretary 
general of the Water Authority, Munther 
Khleifat, and his assistant, Sa’ad Bakri, and 
other officials last week in connection with 
the water contamination case sends a clear 
signal that the authorities mean business in 
pursuing investigations into the water 
issue. 

Amman Prosecutor Mohammad 
Harahsheh has also suggested that other 
officials may be detained in order to get to 
the bottom of things. 

While we salute the government drive in 
charting a new course of governance based 
on accountability, the recent arrests and 
any others that may come reopen the debate 
on the protection of the constitutional rights 
of individuals under investigation. 

The presumption of innocence, the foun- 
dation of all just judicial systems, stipulates 
that all individuals shall enjoy their basic 
rights and personal freedoms unless proven 
guilty in a court of law. 

Only in certain cases should the accused 
be detained pending trial, namely when 
there is a risk .of rigging of the evidence or 
when suspects pose a serious threat to soci- 
ety or public order. 

In this regard, human rights activists have 
long protested the detention of journalists 
whenever a case is moved against them by 
the government or individuals. 

In the cases of Khleifat and other Water 
Authority officials, we wonder whether a 
14-day detention at Jweideh Prison was 
necessary. Perhaps suspension from office 
and confiscation of incriminating docu- 
ments would have assured an equally trans- 
parent trial. 

Jordanians are certainly supportive of the 
interrogation of all those implicated in the 
water crisis and welcome the determination 
of the government of Fayez Tarawneh to 
hold all officials at all levels accountable. 

We trust that the judiciary mil soon open 
investigations into other cases of criminal 
negligence and corruption, issues that touch 
the lives of Jordanians across the board. 

But we all also want to keep in mind that 
real justice cannot be done at the expense of 
the law. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra’i's Raja A1 Tssa commented on the visit of two 
Norwegian officials to the Middle East to help revive 
the deadlocked peace process. He said the Palestinian 
National Authority and Israel requested their help dur- 
ing celebrations marking the anniversary of the Oslo 
peace accords. The envoys are Norway's special diplo- 
matic envoy and Middle East expert, Teije Roed Larsen 
and his wife, a foreign ministry official. AJ Tssa said 
the Norwegian leadership appears very naive to put 
itself in such an embarrassing situation. What is the role 
of Norway if the United States, the world's major 
power, could not make the hardline Israeli leadership 
change its mind, he asked. A1 Tssa accused the 
Palestinians of being as naive as Norway for asking 
their help in pushing forward the peace process. The 
Palestinians, he argued, should realise that the whole 
thing is a ploy by Israel to hinder the peace march. 


A I Dustour’s Jihad Momani argued for dissolving the 
Parliament and conducting new elections in which all 
political orientations take part. He said the new elec- 
tions should be different to previous ones. The current 
Parliament does not represent all parties of society, said 
Momani. The Parliament should not only consider geo- 
graphical aspects of the country if these ignore political 
pluralism, he added. According to Momani, the 
Parliament is not representative because die most influ- 
ential parties in the Kingdom are absent. The writer 
blamed the former Parliament and government for 
Opposition parties’ boycott of the last elections. 
Momani said it is necessary at this stage that new elec- 
tions are held since the government's policy is to make 
parties take part in sharing the responsibility: The gov- 
ernment as executive authority and the opposition in 
Parliament, so everybody can serve the country from 
his point of view. 


Economic Review 


Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Towards a more altruistic society 


“JORDANIANS ARE not philanthropic." This recent claim is 
based on the observation that there are no endowment of acad- 
emic chairs, large contributions to charities, or multimillion-dol- 
lar donations to schools and welfare organisations. Beyond the 
Islamic ‘Waqf,' a time-bound deed for a specific property, 
Jordan has very few Westem-like charities. But what are the rea- 
sons for this lack of charity; if it may be called chat? It may be 
caused by the fact that Jordanians are not as wealthy as their 
Western counterparts — even the most affluent Jordanians are 
not as well to do in comparison with the “wealthy" of the 
Western hemisphere. Or may te most Jordanians are already too 
altruistic, but to their extended families and relatives, of course 
such generosity cannot be publicised. Better still, some people 
may opt not to parade their good deeds because, in their religion 
or cultural environment, flaunting their acts nullifies the deed. 

There may be a host of good reasons why charity is not 
observed in Jordan: indeed lack of observance of philanthropy 
may vary from one area to another. However, one type of char- 
ity that raises some interesting issues is the act of donating to a 
university or an academic institute. Of such a type of altruism 
only one or two prominent examples come to mind. Otherwise. 
Jordanian universities suffer from the private sector's lack of 
interest in academia, or so they think! 

In fact, the shoe is on the other foot: Jordanian universities are 
not doing enough to attract donors. Universities basically rely on 
two types of private donors, alumni, and non-alumni. To capture 
the loyalty and love of the alumni the universities have to otter 
their students a decent education and/or excellent experiences. 


However, to get the alumni to open their wallets and scribble 
several well-placed digits on their chequebooks is a different 
story; because this requires a lot of work by the universities. 
Universities have to have a current database on their graduates 
that is complete with addresses and work history — some even 
provide placement services. Then, send the alumni newsletters 
or brochures and hold functions and galas or festivals to cele- 
brate the alumni and the success of the school New students 
should be made aware of the glories achieved by those who 
attended before them. Sports teams must be encouraged and 
their matches must be made into absolutely necessary-to-attend 
events. These are the legends that students enjoy and carry with 
them as part of their happy school days. Traditions are thus 
established and memorabilia sold at events and in shops later on 
creating parallel income sources to colleges and universities. 

Endowments of academic chairs like in the universities in the 
West are also non-existent. Why? It is customary that full pro- 
fessors are rewarded in Jordan by either becoming university 
presidents.or ministers (.if they have- the political knack that is), 
or by being allowed to stay several years in the Gulf where the 
university pay is three times higher The message relayed by the 
present reward system is that promising academic research must 
ultimately be stripped. On the other tend, in the West, endowed 
chairs provide supplements to usual salaries to attract die best 
research. Such endowments must be well advertised and given 
to deserving people if they are to have any value and, conse- 
quently, survive. In other words, donors must trust the universi- 
ties they are donating their funds to, otherwise the deed is wast- 


ed. But one must look at the way research is conducted m our 
universities and witness some of the mundane rules and policies 
that are implemented to render research irrelevant and, in many 
cases, pitiful In foci, very few scholars in economics arc able to 
publish their works in international journals because oftbei^id 
and meaningless requirement that the young profes- 

sor's research should not use any material from his/her disserta- 
tion. Such a requirement should never have been made oreven 
thought of. Not only does it destroy any opportunity for the 
scholar to publish a woik which took several years to conclude, 
it ah?** the opportunity for the university to become well- 
known outside Jordan through a, possibly first rate, scholarly 
research. Such a rule simply forces one to forget his/her best 
piece of research conducted in almost an ideal environment 
That is now bow you make an endowment-quality researcher. 

Therefore, the claim that Jordanians are not philanthropic may 
require further investigation. Indeed, the donors may be there, 
but tiie nonchalant carefree attitude of those that need the money 
may possibly be the cause for the non-transaction The institutes 
must think like the private sector or like universities in the West 
or simply wait for another government handout which may or 
may never come. This is not a call to privatise universities — 

which may be a great idea— but a call to have them review their 

policies and re-evaluate their students as potential don css. After 
aD, one good deed deserves another, oris it the reverse? Let's .not 
wait too long. 



Why is civilisation 
so cruel? 


Editor’s note: This is the second 
pan of a trilogy on the ‘rad his- 
tory of the human race.' Part 
three will appear next week 


By Gwynne Dyer 


ABOUT 10.000 years ago, ‘his- 
tory’ proper got started, in the 
sense that we know some specif- 
ic facts about particular groups. 
By 7,000 years ago, we even 
know a few names. Bui it is a ter- 
rible history, full of conquest and 
slavery — and it ended up fifty 
years ago with Europeans and 
their descendants running the 
whole world except for a few 
parts of Asia. 

As a result we still taxi to 
believe that human bongs are 
naturally inclined to conquest 
and oppression. We are also 
haunted by the racist dogmas of 
the recent past 'whith explained 
European success by inventing a 
racial pecking order that put 
Europeans at the top. But new 
facts and concepts have emerged 
in the past decade that offer a dif- 
ferent explanation. 

Conquest and amalgamation 
are (he historical reality. From the 
twenty or maybe even fifty thou- 
sand very small groups that filled 
(he world ten millennia ago, we 
have oow arrived at a world 
where 95 per cent of the wodd's 
people speak a mere fifty !an- 


Twenty years after Camp David: 
A look back into the future 


By Kenneth W. Stem 


WITH SUDDENNESS. 

Egyptian President Sadat did the 
unexpected On November 19. 
1977, he flew to Israel. Speaking 
from the Knesset podium with 
Herzl's picture behind him. he 
accepted Israel as a reality. He told 
an attentive world that if Israelis 
wanted peace, they had to with- 
draw from all of the territories 
taken in the June 1967 Middle 
East war. 

Sadat's primary goal was the 
return of Sinai to Egyptian sover- 
eignty. That had been his objective 


since going to war in October 
1973. Half of it was returned via 
diplomacy, but the process of get- 
ting it all was stalled. 

During Carter’s first year in 
office, he tried to resolve the 
Israeli conflict with bare fists not 
velvet gloves, in public view, not 
behind closed diplomatic doorv 
Those efforts frustrated, shoved, 
threatened befriended and alien- 
ated Arabs and Israelis alike. After 
Kissinger's successful step-by-by 
step diplomacy. Carter tried lo 
resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict in 
a comprehensive manner. He 
invited the Russians lo be co-con- 
veners at a Middle East confer- 
ence and defined a way for low- 
level PLO members to te part of a 
unified Arab delegation. 

Though impressed with Carter's 
commitment. Sadat grew impa- 
tient with the details involved in 
arranging for a conference and 
especially the dilly-dallying of his 
Arab contemporaries. In going to 
Jerusalem he wanted to create 
diplomatic momentum. 

Five weeks later, on Christmas 
dav. Israeli Prime Minister 


Menachcm Begin made a return 
visit to Egypt. He brought with 
him a proposal for Palestinian 
autonomy. Begin shifted the 
focus. He warned to exchange 
Sinai for the right of the 
Palestinians to have self-rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Several dozen areas of Palestinian 
municipal prerogatives were to be 
exchanged for a peace treaty wiih 
the most powerful .Arab stale. 
Judea and Samaria would not be 
put under a foreign sovereignty. 

In an angry reaction to Benin's 
visit and offer. Sadat (old the 
American ambassador in Cairo. 
"This was the most insulting 
meeting. He was my guest, so I 
had to be poihe to him. but don't 
ever expect me lo talk to him 
again. I will talk to the Americans, 
hit not to him, because he's a shop 
keepe. — a nickel and dime here 
and there. He has these little pro- 
posals about self-rule and so forth. 
I just offered him peace and no 
more war. I’ve gone lo Jerusalem, 
and he comes here, and he gives 
me this iousv piece of paper." 

That visit proved that Begin and 
Sadat could not make substantive 
progress. Sadat wanted Begin to 
withdraw from Sinai, but Begin 
was in no huny. They talked 
passed each other. Their personal- 
ities clashed. There was no chem- 
isuy between them. Begin the 
lawyer, the man of detail: Sadat 
the president, interested in the 
grand gesture. 

During the next eight months no 
formal agreement was reached 
between them. Carter, his compre- 
hensive peace idea thrown off 
course remained determined to 
find an Egyprian-Israeli agree- 
ment. Carter invited Sadat and 


Begin to the presidential retreat at 
Camp David. Engineer, word- 
smith. and problem solver that he 
was. Carter believed that he could 
put these square political leaders 
into the same diplomatic round 
hole. He did that in September 
1978. 

The Comp David Accords were 
not perfect. One part outlined the 
contents of a future Egyptian- 
Israeli treaty relationship, the sec- 
ond was a fleshed-out version of 
Begins autonomy plan. 
Disagreements and distrust that 
pre-da ted the Camp David 
Accords were not removed in 
document signing ceremonies. 
Bad feelings carried over to the 
definition of their subsequent non- 
belligerent relationship. In his 
memoirs. Carter admitted that one 
of his mistakes at Camp David 
was allowing Sadat to persuade 
him that he Could speak on behalf 
of Jordan and the Palestinians . 

Then when all avenues of addi- 
tional progress tailed. Carter gam- 
bled with a brief presidential trip 
to Egypt and Israel, tying up the 
last loose ends for the March 1979 
Egypuan-Isracl Peace treaty. It 
was vintage Carter, he had faith in 
his ability to solve the problem 
and knowledge that he was deal- 
ing with two leaden who wanted 
to make a deal. Subsequent further 
progress in Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions stalled because of disagree- 
ments over the definition of 
Palestinian auionomy, the build- 
ing and expansion of Israeli settle- 
ments. and America’s Middle East 
focus aimed at events in and 
around the Persian Gulf. But the 
process of separating Palestinians 
from Israelis was set in motion; it 
was upheld in the I9Q3 Oslo 


Accords. 

Bar the United States in (be 
1970s. Washington was helping 
two very strong political leaders 
who knew what they wanted. 
Twenty years after Camp David, 
in order to achieve diplomatic 
progress, the U.S. has to persuade 
weaker political leaders. Arafat 
and Netanyahu are more sure of 
what they do not want, than what 
they require. Bah understand 
compromise but only in so far as it 
relates to their personal power and 
continuation in office. Rather than 
alienating oppone n ts and standing 
on principles, each specialises in 
political expediency. Both are 
masters at making compromises 
of temporary convenience Also, 
there is an absence of dedicated 
and determined leadership at the 
White House. If there is political 

will and political courage, it is 
aimed at domestic affairs. 

No matter how much he alienat- 
ed Israelis, American Jews, or 
Arabs, Jimmy Carters presiden- 
tial contribution to winding down 
the Arab-Israeli conflict was 
unprecedented. In foreign policy 
matters, the Oval Office still has 
enormous political douL It is sit- 
ting there waiting to be fully used 
The Camp David Accords are a 
vivid re minde r of what can be 
done when there are leaders who 
want to make a deal for the next 
generation and not just satisfy 
either petsona! needs, the next 
succession, or a future election. 


guages. Indeed, only ten lan- 
guages (Chinese. English, Hindi, 
Arabic, Spanish. Russian. 
Indonesian, Portuguese. Bench, 
and Japanese) account for half of 
the wold's population. 

The 'linguistic steamrollers' 
that impxpri this amalgamati on 
on tb? wodd, it is becoming clear, 
were often driven by a single 
technological advance. For exam- 
ple, the domestication of the horse 
by foaibarians' in what is now 
southern Ukraine enabled them to 
overrun almost all the eariy agri- 
cultural civilisations of die Fertile 
Crescent. Europe, and northern 
India. As a result, languages 
derived from their original Indo- 
European tongue are now spoken 
by over two billion of the waid's 
six billion people. 

BatHe^ 

so many of the key advances, 

' from titedomesfcaibn'rif thebest 
food crops to the invention of 
guns and ocean-going ships, 
occurred in Eurasia. Why did 
other continents (the Americas, 
Africa and Australia) lag so far 
behind that they were eventually 
invaded and ovemm? 

The answer is that the dice were 
loaded — by geography. As Jared 
Diamond, a professor of physiol- 
ogy at UCLA who has beoxne 
one of the most articulate expo- 
nents of the ‘new metahistay.' 
puts in “History unfolded differ- 
ently on different continents 
because of differences among 
continental environments. NOT 
because of biological differences 
among peoples.'' 

Europe and Asia are really just 
one huge continent, and if you 
ignore regions covered by icecaps 
(Antarctica Greenland etc.) then 
Eurasia accounts for over 40 per- 
cent of die world's habitable land 
area Not all that many wild plants 
and wild animals are suitable for 
domestication, and Eurasia sort- 
ed an with at leas half of them 
(particularly in the Fertile 
Crescent and the Chinese river 
valleys). 

This initial advantage was com- 
pounded by Eurasia’s eas-wes 
geography. There are local cli- 
mate variations, fait essentially it 
is a unified climatic zone, with no 
major physical barriers, stretching 
10,000 km. (6.000 miles) from 
the North Sea to the Sea of Japan. 
Any newly domesticated plant or 
animal — and any new technolo- 
gy — spread along the whole of 
this east-west corridor (what 
much later became the Silk 
Route) in only a few centuries. 

AH Europeans and Asians had 
access to any advance made any- 
where in Eurasia whereas the 
eariy agriculturalists in other con- 


tinents had to make do with (be 
palny few plants and animals they, 
could domesticate locally. Eurasia 
had a fin: more productive agricul- 
ture, hence bigger populations 
and more people freed from 
growing food to wotk on techno- 
logical innovation — and so big- 
ger armies, better weapons, big- 
ger empires. 

And there was one other great 
Eurasian advantage (though it 
often felt like a curse): their dis- 
eases. In the crowded cities of 
Eurasia where people and ani- 
mals often lived under the same 
roof and passed their diseases 
ha± and forth, virulent new sick- 
nesses evolved that were really 
only viable in such dense popula- 
tions. 

Tens of millions of Eurasians 
died of these diseases, from _ 
smallpox to the black plague, bat 
thfe survivore developed a' good 
deal of immunity over the cen- 
turies. The other continents, with 
less dense populations, bad no 
comparable diseases — arid no 
immunities. So if those diseases 
ever travelled across the oceans, 
the people at the fir end were fac- 
ing near-extinction. And eventual- 
ly they did traveL 

“Wherever the European had 
trod, death seems to pursue (be 
aboriginal," wrote Charies 
Darwin in 1 839. Both the Chinese 
and die Europeans had the tech- 
nology to cross foe oceans by the 
1 5 th century, and the outcome 
would have been the same for the 
rest of the world whether it bad 
been invaded by the western or 
the eastern Eurasians. But the 
Ming emperor of China banned 
further ocean voyages in 1433. 
which left the field clear for the 
Europeans. 

Alfred Crosby of the University 
of Texas, who did the key work 
on the impact of disease in the 
‘new Europe’ overseas, estirmies 
dial 90 per cent of the deaths that 
reduced the aboriginal peoples of 
the Americas and Australia to tap 1 
minorities in their own lands fa 
only a few centuries were caused 
by European diseases. 

Guns did the rest of the wotk. 
but where military superiority 
was the only European advantage 
— as in Asia and even fa Africa 
(whose inhabitants had long been 
exposed to Ejjraaan diseases, and 
had some of their own lo pass on 
fa return) — the conquest lasted 
only a cenuny or two, and tie 
original population remained the 
overwhelming majority. 

Neither the germs nor the gum 
were any kind of proof of 
European' ‘superiority.' What 
made the difference was geogra- 
phy. 


Corrections 


IN AN article entitled “Zai plant now pumping at full 
cagcity — offiaaj (Jordan Times, Sunday 20. 1998). 
Jordan Valley Authority Secretary General Dureid 
Mahasneh was erroneously quoted as saying that “at least 

25.T5 the SlP ,anl « now free of nema- 

todes andfaeca 1 coliforms.” The phrase “faecal conforms" 

was in feet never mentioned by Mahasneh. The Jordan 
Times regrets any inconveniences caused by this error 


The writer is Professor cf Middle 
Eastern History and Political 
Science and Director of die 
Middle East Research 
Programme at Emory University 
m Atlanta, Georgia. 
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Ghor es-Safi region still 


(Note: This is the seventh in a series of 
recent articles on the antiquities of the 
Southern Ghors region, along the south- . 
east coast of the Dead Sea.) 


ONE OF the mosr dcamanc parts of the 
Souibam Ghors is tbe area around Safi vil- 
lage, where the lush agricultural lands con- 
trast strikingly with the more barren 
foothills and the harshness of the Dead Sea 
itself. Several different areas in and arouDd 
Safi contain important ancient aces, and 
recent excavations and rampant tomb rob- 
bing alike both continue to reveal the rich- 
ness of the area in several different ancient 

periods. One of the mysteries that contin- 
ues to define the Safi region is whether 
there was ever a town there in the Early 
I Bronze Age. some 5000 years ago. 

Three kilometres south of the bridge 
over Wadi Hasa is Naqa’a village (spelled 
“Nage” on tbe small roadagn), east of 
which is an agricultural area of ploughed 
. fields that had been, until recently, a long, 
low archaeological mound called Khirbet 
Sheikh ’Issa fit is on the north side of the 
road, opposite a small water pumping sta- 
tion sordi of the road). If you walk around 
the area you might spot some ash, column 
base fragments, column drums, and sherds 
that identify it as an ancient settlement site. 
Tbe more prominent ruins of Tawahin es- 
Sukkar ('“the sugar mills'^ stand about 200 
metres to the south-east 

Tbe Safi area was repeatedly inhahireri 
throughout history — and is flourishing 
again today — because of its advanta- 
geous position near tbe perennial waters of 
Wadi. Hasa, amidst rich and extensive agri- 
cultural lands, and at a natural east-west 
crossing point south of tbe Dead Sea. Safi 
was inhabited as a town site at least in the 
Early Bronze, Iron, Roman, Byzantine and 
medieval Arab periods, and probably in 
other eras as weH 


Sugar mAk 

H>e prominent mud-brick remains of the 
Ayyubid/Mamluke Tawahin es-Sukkar are 
sometimes also known as Qaar ei-Tuba. 
The w ater to drive the mills was conveyed 
from die nearby Wadi Hasa via an aque- 
duci, conduits and spillways, some of 
whose remains, along with those of the 
buildings used for milling and storage, still 
stand S-t metres high. Surveys by Geof- 
frey King and Burton MacDonald in the 
1980s, noted many medieval Islamic era 
fused pottery wasters at Khirbet Sheikh 
‘Issa, probably indicating the presence of a 
kiln. 

MacDonald collected pottery from the 
Ayyubrd/Mamluke, Nabataean and 
Roman/Byzanrine periods. On the other 
side of the paved road from the sugar mills 
he also identified exposed wall remains 
and a heavy pottery shard scatter from the 
ChalcohthK/Eariy Bronze, Nabataean and 
Roman/Byzantine periods. 

David McCreery, who also surveyed the 
area, located the remains of an Islamic set- 
tlement and cemetery about 100 metres 
south of the sugar mills, and MacDonald 
identified a shard scatter in a ploughed 
field south-west of Tawahin es-Sukkar, 
with Nabataean-to-Umayyad period 
sherds, suggesting that this may-once have 
been an architectural site. 

SearcfaingforZoar.. 

Seeking to determine if Safi was the site of 
biblical Zoar, one of the biblical five Cities 
of the Plain mentioned in the book of Gen- 
eris, the American archaeologist W. F 
Albright made soundings here in 1924, 
which produced only Byzantine and Ayyu- 
bid/Mamluke pottery and artifacts. 

MacDonald’s surface collection pro- 
duced almost exclusively Mamluke pot- 
tery. All the Byzantine pottery coflected 
here seems to have come from ihe Byzan- 
tine town of Zoara (identified in the Mad- 


aba mosaic map as “Zoar, now Zoom”), 
and the medieval Arab town of Zughar 
(derived from sukkar, Arabic for sugar;, 
which was famous as a trading post and a 
producer of sugar and indigo. The town at 
Safi was the seat of a bishop in the Byzan- 
tine era Province of Palestim Tenia, and in 
the 4lh Century AD it housed a cavalry 
contingent, according to tbe Notitia Digra- 
tawm list. Zoara's bishops attended the 
Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD and the 
synods of Ephesus (449 AD), Jerusalem 
(518 AD; and Constantinople (536 AD). 
ArchaeolcigisLs who visited the area earlier 
this century had also noted Byzantine 
columns, capitals, millstones, engraved 
crosses on stones and pottery, and tomb- 
stones, all of which dated from the 4th 
Century AD. 

Albright explained the lack of Early 
Bronze Age remains at Safi by concluding 
that biblical Zoar must have been sub- 
merged beneath the rising waters of the 
Dead Sea In his 1932 visit to Safi, Fritz 
Frank identified and photographed some 
robbed out tombs in the hills south-east of 
the sugar mills, whose associated pottery 
he published bur did not recognise as being 
Early Bronze ware. Two years later, in 
March 1934, the American Nelson Glueck 
visited Safi and recognised from the pub- 
lished photographs that some of Frank’s 
pottery dated from the end of the Early 
Bronze Age and the beginning of the Mid- 
dle Bronze Age. Glueck took this to be fur- 
ther proof of Safi as the rite of biblical 
Zoar. 

More information came from the 1973 
survey by Walter Rast and Tom Schaub, 
who have directed the Expedition to the 
Dead Sea Plain since the early 1970s. 
Some 300 metres in a south-easterly direc- 
tion from Tawahin es-Sukkar, just west of 
Naqa’a village, they found more clusters 
of robbed our tomhs similar to the ones 
Frank had seen, representing parts of an 
Early Bronze Age cemetery. The cyst-type 
tombs, witii one end rounded, had walls 


rich in remains 


lined with slabs or smooth stones, and 
were covered by larger stone slabs. Rast 
and Schaub also noted that pottery tram 
these tombs resembled types excavated at 
Bab edh-Dhra’s much larger EB cemetery’. 

The Early Bronze Age town ar Safi that 
used [he cemetery has not been identified 
but is perhaps located in the hilly areas 
south and east of the sugar nulls. On some 
of the slopes south-east of the sugar mills, 
near some more tombs, Rasl and Schaub 
found many fallen stones, some EB 
sherds, a broken basalt stone jar. and a bro- 
ken shell bracelet. Only future surveys and 
excavations can determine if and wterc an 
Early Bronze Age town — or even the bib- 
lical Lown of Zoar — existed in this area. 

At Khirbet Sheikh ‘Issa. Albright nixed 
architectural fragments, sandstone blocs, 
and pottery and glass fragments. Excava- 
tions here produced many Byzantine and 
medieval Islamic artifacts, including 
Greek and Kutic inscriptions, stones with 
sculptured crosses. Byzantine and Kufic 
coins, and Byzantine and medieval Islam- 
ic pottery. On the ground north of Khirbet 
Sheikh ’Issa. Frank saw many pieces of 
slag (presumably copper) which may indi- 
cate the presence of an Early Bronze or 
Iron Age smelting industry on the rite. 

Geoffrey King’s shanling suggested that 
the height of Islamic era occupation was 
from the I2ih through the 15th Centuries 
AD. A paved road which cuts right through 
the centre of the site of Khirbcl Sheikh 
‘Issa leads nearly two kilometres to the 
remains of a cistern from the Mamluke 
period, now adjacent to the modem road. 

Some 500 metres north-west of the cis- 
tern, next to Safi’s modem cemetery, is the 
low mound identified by King and Mac- 
Donald as the remains of a medieval 
Islamic period settlement, with glazed pot- 
tery from the 1 1 th-co- 1 3th Centuries AD. 
Thus is known today as el-Rujm (“the 
tower*’), and seems to have been associat- 
ed with the medieval sugar cane industry. 
According to Dr. Donald Whitcomb, an 


Islamic era specialist at the University of 
Chicago’s Oriental Institute, who read 
MacDonald's Islamic period pottery from 
the 1986 survey season, the Safi and 
Feifeh regions exhibit pottery from the 
late Abbasid through the Mamluke peri- 
ods. including Syrian imports and possi- 
bly some Chinese wares (such as are 
found at Aqaba’s extensive medieval 
Islamic site which Whitcomb excavated). 

The latest excavation 

The most recent excavations at Safi in 
1995 were directed by Department of 
.Antiquities' Cultural Resources Manage- 
ment Director Dr. Mohammad Whheeb, 
with the participation of Mu'ta University 
professor Dr. Hamza Mahasneh. They 
excavated parts of the Naqa’a cemetery, 
which was being robbed and bulldozed, 
and thus was in danger of being totally lost 
to archaeological research. The surface 
survey of the ansa they conducted before 
the excavations revealed pottery sherds 
from the Early Bronze. Byzantine' and Late 
Islamic periods. 

The excavated tombs proved to be part 
of an extensive cemetery, and not isolated 
burials. Preliminary examination suggest- 
ed that the tombs were from the Early 
Bronze Age 1 period (around 3300-3000 
B.C.). Foneiy typical of ihat period includ- 
ed juglets, plates, cups, mugs and lamps, 
including painted pottery. The assemblage 
coincided nicely with Jordan Valley 
ceramics known from other EB sites. Dr. 
Waheeb said in an interview in Amman 
recently. Other artifacts they found in the 
tombs included basalt vessels, shell pieces, 
mace heads, bracelets, beads, some bronze 
objects, and ostraca. 

Most of the tombs were elongated stone- 
lined cyst tombs of different sizes, though 
several different types were identified 
Most striking were the prepared rectangu- 
lar chamber' tombs, which were usually 
well sealed and had large stone slabs 



blocking the entrance (sometimes with 
staircases leading down to the entrance). 
Traces of white plaster were found inside 
some tombs, but generally the interiors of 
tire chambers were hadly sifted and heavi- 
ly damaged by humidity. 

The excavators found evidence thai 
some of the tombs were robbed in antiqui- 
ty. even in the EBl period when a lomb 
would be robbed and subsequently re-used 
as a tomb. The burials were both articulat- 
ed and non- articulated, and more than 15 
fragmentary skulls were Found in some 
chambers. Over 2000 tombs were estimat- 
ed to ha ve been robbed and damaged a i the 
cemetery. Dr. Waheeb said, which has also 
suffered from the destructive impact of 
modem construction activity. 

Surveys and test trenches in the area 
around the cemetery and further afield in 
Safi revealed more traces of aqueducts and 
ancient mills, wall remains with buttresses 
constructed of well dressed stones, and 
pottery from the Nabataean. Byzantine, 
Abbasid, and Late Islamic periods. 

Dr. Waheeb said that the latest work 
again raises the question of where an Early 
Bronze Age settlement may have been 
located in the Safi region, as well as the 
nature of the settlements before and after 
that period. 



Scientists try new cures while Ethiopia 
faces catastrophe 

FDA approves new pill 



By Lannsi Neergaard 
Associated Press 

AIDS PATIENTS got an easier- 
to-swallow drag Friday as the 
Food and Drag Administration 
approved a new once-a-day roed- 
icine that offers the first good 
alternative for patients who can- 
not take today’s best AIDS treat- 
mem. ■ 

DuPont Pharmaceuticals’ Sus- 
tiva appercs to be about as effec- 
tive as prexease inhibitors, the 
landmark medicines that have 
helped thousands of HIV patients 
rebound from their disease, the 
FDA said. And because it's taken 
! only once daily, Sustiva could 
significantly cut the number of 
I pffls AIDS patients now swallow. 

“Tr reaCy gives some flexibility 
and sane new options for 
patients,” said Heidi Jolson, 
FDA’s antiviral chief. 

But tbe FDA warned that 
patients shouldn't race to switch 
to Sustiva if they’ re doing well cm 
other AIDS medications. 

Tbe HIV virus relentlessly 
mutates to overcane drug treat- 
ment, meaning patients roust take 
a <frug until it quits working — 
not sw itching on the spur of the 
moment — so they don't 
exhaust their options too quickly, 
stressed AIDS expat Anthony 
F&uri of the National Institutes of 
Health. 

But fcr newly diagnosed 
patients, a those whose current 
cocktail of. AIDS mediates is 
failin g a reusing too many side 
effects, Sustiva offers a good 


option, he said 

In a six-month study of 450 
patients taking the standard drugs 
AZT and 3TC plus rilber Sustiva 
a the most popular protease 
inhibitor, Crixivan. both therapies 
were equally effective. 

The IDA approved Sustiva, 
known chemically as efavirenz, 
for both adults and children. It is 
to be taken with a protease 
inhibitor and/or older AIDS med- 
icines. 

Tbe Sustiva potion of that 
codktaH will cost almost $4,000 a 
year. DuPont says the price is 
midrange for AIDS drugs, and 
that Sustiva therapy could save 
up to S5Q0 a year over Crixivan 
cocktails. DuPont also promised 
a treatment assistance pro- 
gramme for poor patients, but 
would Dot reveal derails. 

But some AIDS activists 
attacked the pace; the group Act 
Up wrote DuPont tins week 
threatening protests to “reveal 
your greed” Sustiva “addresses 
some important issues in die lives 
of people with HIV, including the 
complexity of taking a large 
number erf drugs,” said Daniel 
Zrngale of AIDS Action. “But I 
don't think die company went far 
enough in fair pricing— They 
could price this lower and stiD 
make a profit” TVpical HIV 
patients swallow some 20 pills 
throughout die day to combat the 
virus, timed carefully to take 
some with meals and some with- 
out They may also take addition- 
al medicines to prevent HIV- 

caused infections. 


Sustiva is taken just once a day, 
in three capsules, whenever it’s 
convenient DuPont also is devel- 
oping a formulation .that will 
require only a single tablet aday. 

Easing patients' “pill burden” 
may be Sustiva’s main advance. 
With it, some patients may get by 
on just five pills a day. 

“I have some patients who 
absolutely will only take medi- 
cine twice a day,” said Donald 
Potetz of Virginia’s Inova Fairfax 
Hospital. Half of Sustiva patterns 
suffer dizziness, insomnia, 
impaired coocentraiioa abnor- 
mal dreams and drowsiness. 
Therefore, patients should con- 
sider raking Sustiva at bedtime, 
the FDA stud, and definitely 
avoid driving or operating 
machinery if they suffer the sick 
effects. 

But FDA’s Jolson cautioned 
that Sustiva can also cause some 
severe side effects, and that it has 
been studied for only six months. 
Longer use of AIDS drags typi- 
cally turns up more problems. 
Sustiva’s cautions include: Some 
patients — usually those with a 
history of substance abuse or 
mental Alness — suffer severe 
depression or delusions. They 
should stop taking ihe drag. Forty 
per cent of children and some 
adults suffer skin rashes, occa- 
sionally severe. Women must use 
effective contraception because 
animal studies suggest Sustiva 
causes severe birth defects. The 
FDA oidered DuPont to track 
a.'ddental pregnancies to deter- 
mine the true risk. 


Ethiopia goes on red alert 


By Guebraj Berbaue 

Agence France Presse 

ETHIOPIA HAS gone on red alert against AIDS, 
with last week's announcement by the health mm- 
istry that tbe country has more than 2.6 million 
people with tbe fetal virus. 

According to estimates of the Lfoited Nations 
AIM agency more than nine per cent of 
Ethiopia's adult population is infected, putting it 
third in the world in absolute terms. 

Officials say 400,000 people have contracted 
fell-blown AIDS out of a population of 
59,882,000. Some 17 per cent of women anend- 

ing prenatal dinfos in Addis Ababa have the virus 

wi life proportion in rural areas, where 863 per- 
cent of people live, is much lower, between 
nought md six percent 

bead of the Ethiopian Health and Nutrition 
Research Institute Haihi Yergneh. said in an intff- 
with AFP that without immediate measures 
an alarming situation threatened to go out erf con- 
trol 

.He described as "la start” a cabinet decision on 
August 14 to approve an anti-AIDS policy ofpre- 

ventive measures to stop tbe spread of the (fisease. 

"Ethiopia cannot afford medicines and fipure 
vaccines but can go for prevention,” Haflu said. 


Amaud Fbntanet, who heads a joint Ethiopian- 
Dutcb AIDS research project, said the spread of 
AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa is aided by low 
immunity of patients and foe frequency of other 
sexually-transmitted diseases. 

Most cases arise from heterosexual contact, 
Hailu said, with others deriving from transfusions 
of contaminated Wood and traditional medical 
practices. . 

Prostitution, which is common in Ethiopia s 
cities, are a major factor in spreading the disease. 
Recent research indicates that half Addis Ababa's 
prostitutes are infected with tire virus. 

‘The only solution is to change sexual behav- 
iour. guided by die recommendations of teams 
grouping specialists in human behaviour, health 
educationalists and doaos,” Hailu said 
However, experts said that to change behaviour 
Ethiopians must be given the awareness of per- 
sonal risk which they cmrenily lade. 

priority must be given to information and pre- 
vention because the latest drugs, costing at least 
$10,000 per patient, are far loo expensive for 
Ethiopia. 

Meetings have begun to implement foe govern- 
ment's policies, and plans are afoot to open volun- 
tary screening centres to detect earners of the 
AIDS vims. 
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Hospital’s virtual knife in a helmet 
marks the dawn of bloodless surgery 


VIRTUAL SURGERY 
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By Jeremy Laurance 

THE ERA of bloodless surgery was 
heralded two weeks ago with foe 
launch of a machine that can operate 
inside the head without the skull being 
opened 

The Gamma Knife can remove brain 
tumours and repair abnormal arteries 
while leaving foe skin iniao. Just as 
keyhole surgery has taken over from 
open surgery, the Gamma Knife marks 
ihe start of no-hole surgery. 

The device focuses a beam of intense 
radiation at the precise spot inside the 
skull where the tissue to be destroyed 
such as a brain tumour, is located. The 
dead cells are removed by natural 
processes and carried away in the 
blood 

The treatment, known as radio 
suigeTy, is painless, lasts five to fifteen 
minutes and die patient can return to 
wotk next day. A conventional brain 
operation takes several hours under 
general anaesthetic followed by inten- 
sive care and a long convalescence. 

Christer Lindquist, neurosurgeon at 
Cromwell Hospital, London, who will 
operate foe machine, said: “The idea is 
to deliver a killing dose of radiation at 
one single time without injuring the 
surrounding tissue. This is at foe fron- 
tier of technology for non-invasive 
treatments.” 

Tbe development of the machine 


marks the growing importance of engi- 
neers in hospitals. The era of heroic 
surgery in which patients are opened up 
and their internal organs rearranged is 
passing into history. Surgeons increas- 
ingly rely on high-tech instruments. 
some operated by robots, inserted 
through tiny incisions, or no incision at 
alL As one expert put it: "We have got 
to get away from the idea that when 
something goes wrong you make a 
bloody great hole, put your hands 
inside and son it out. Our grandchil- 
dren won’t believe that is what we did." 

The Gamma Knife focuses 200 sep- 
arate rays of radiation in the head. The 
rays are beamed through holes in a 
metal helmet like a colander. Each is 


decal of cross-section of brain 
a g wc gnMo; 


too weak to cause damage as it passes 
through the skin and brain but focused 
together on a single point they destroy 
tissue in that area. 

The success of the device depends on 
the accuracy of the targeting system. If 
the wrong tissue is destroyed, the con- 
sequences could be disastrous. The 
head is held rigid in a metal frame that 
is screwed (under local anaesthetic) 
into the skull and a computerised 
imaging system establishes co-ordi- 
nates for foe tissue to be destroyed. In 
foe case of cancer it is essential that foe 
whole tumour is eliminated 

The device has been tried for the 
treatment of liver cancer, spinal 
tumours and pancreatic cancer. Its use 


is limited by foe need to hold the target 
organ rigid,” though that may change in 
future. 

Radio surgery is different fioni radio- 
therapy which delivers a lower dose of 
radiation to a wider area to mop up any 
cancer cells remaining after conven- 
tional surgery. Radiotherapy relies on 
the biological principle that healthy 
ceils recover alter a (relatively) low 
dose of radiation but cancer cells do 
not. Tbe Gamma Knife uses a much 
higher dose of radiation, winch 
destroys both healthy and cancer cells. 

However, in the case of cancer, it is 
suitable only for secondary brain 
tumours that have spread from else- 
where in the body and are well defined 
in the brain. Primary brain tumours 
throw off malignant cells, which can- 
not be mopped up by tire radio surgery 
technique. 

Tbe £?.5m machine acquired by the 
private Cromwell-Hospital is the first to 
be installed in Britain exclusively for 
clinical use. It will be available to NHS 
patients at a cost of £7,000 to their 
health authorities. An older machine 
has been used in trials at Sheffield Uni- 
versity. chiefly for arterial malforma- 
tions of the brain. World-wide, an esti- 
mated 80,000 patients have been treat- 
ed. 1 


— The Independent 


Say good-bye to exercise 


WE’VE BEEN told for decades that fitness can only be 
achieved through hours of mind-dumbing, body-numbing 
exercises that make the heart pump faster and foe breath 
come in ever shorter and more painful gasps. 

But soon, it seems, ail this gym stuff will be history with 
the arrival of foe fitness pill, a wonder preparation thai will 
trick muscles into thinking they’ve been for a workout 
And more new research suggests we can also make our- 
selves fitter by simply thinking about an exercise cr watch- 
ing someone else working oui. 

Ever since a pivotal study in 1 953. which suggested that 
London bus conductors wre far less likely to have heart 
disease than bus drivers, it has been accepted that exercise 
is healthy for both body and mind. 

According to Professor Greg McLatchie, consultant sur- 
geon at the Hartlepool General Hospital and author of 
Essentials of Sports Medicine, physical activity has dra- 
matic effects on body function at any age. 

‘Trained muscle is more biochemically efficient and it 
adapts ty increasing strength and size and by being able to 
extract more oxygen from foe blood-changes which 
reduce fatigue and discomfort because less lactic acid is 
generated," he says. 

Regular vigorous exercise also improves blood flow, 
lowers foe pulse rate, reduces the risk, of diabetes and helps 
prevent and manage osteoporosis and' vascular disease. 

After two or three decades of successful health messages 
hire these, which lave persuaded millions to take up jog- 
ging, cycling, swimming or aerobics, it was perhaps 
inevitable that scientists would one day come up with a 
shat cut to getting fit Dc Sandeis Williams, chief ofcar- 
diolqgy at foe south-western Medical Centre, University of 
Texas, has done jusi that with the discovery of the genetic 
switch that tells muscles how to behave. 

“Ws believe this determines the type of fibber we get in 



Amie might have spared himself all the 
trouble (file photo) 


skeletal muscle.” he says. 

“By stimulating this pathway, we can switch on genes 
that are normally only switched on by exercise. We can, 
therefore, artificially create effects which simulate exer- 
cise. Muscles are, in effect, persuaded to believe- that exer- 
cise is taking place. 

His team achieved that by modifying genes to remove 


the normal restraints that control their activity. One gene, 
for example, had its control mechanism for calcium pro- 
duction removed so it generates it all the time. That is 
important, because when we are active the concentration 
of calcium in muscle cells increases. Aerobic and 
endurance exercises generate what are known as slow fib- 
ber muscles. He says his discovery makes it possible to 
restore this kind of muscle tissue to people unable, or 
unwilling, ro exercise. 

“We believe it explains the important effects of aerobic 
exercise in increasong physical endurance and reducing 
risk of heart disease. Our goal now is a drag to produce the 
same effects we have achieved with gene mortification and 
simulate some of the effects of exercise in people who can- 
not." 

Psychologists at Manchester Metropolitan University, 
meanwhile, have shown that just mentally practising exer- 
cises can increase strength. 

David Smith and a team of researchers compared the 
effects of physical practice, mental practice and no practice 
on foe finger strength of male students. 

One group carried out 30 specific finger movements 
over a four-week period, and a second simply imagined 
themselves doing foe exercises. A third group did nothing. 

Those who did foe exercises increased their strength by 
33.1 percent, while the thinkers had boosted their ability 
by 16.25 percent Tte third group had not changed 

One theory about how this mental jogging works is that 
as we imagine doing an exercise our brain is primed for 
action. Because we aren't actually going to do itthe brain 
stops foe motor s; tem from gating things moving, but 
some of foe sign .i!. out and are picked up by foe mus- 
cles which res* 1 

— Gemini News Service 






Economy 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 21, 1998 


Support for single EU currency at record high 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Sup- 
port for the European single 
currency has risen to a record 
high of 60 per cent across the 
EU (European Union) and, 

for the first time, a majority 
of Germans now back the 
euro, according to poll results 
published by the European 
Commission, 

The level of support across 
the 15 EU countries in polls 
carried out between April and 
May of this year was 10 per 
cent higher than in the 


autumn of 1997. 

In the 11 countries which 
wiH adopt the euro on Jan. 1 
of next year, support for mon- 
etary union reached 66 per 
cent 

In Austria (56 per cent sup- 
port), Finland (53 per cent) 
and Germany (5 1 per cent), it 
was die first time that a 
majority of citizens expressed 
support for die project 

Among the countries which 
will not join the euro from its 
launch, support levels in 


Greece (67 per cent) are near- 
ly twice as high as in Swe- 
den. where 39 per cent sup- 
port the euro, and Britain and 
Denmark, which both had a 
34 per cent level. 

Unlike Greece, which 
failed to qualify for the 
launch next year but is aim- 
ing to be ready by 2001. the 
other three countries have yet 
to decide whether they will 
join at all. 

In all three cases however 
support for the single curren- 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Ministry of Transport 

Construction and Operating Concession of a Light Rail System 
between Amman and Zarqa 
Request for Expressions of Interest 

The Government of Jordan is seeking expressions of interest from firms for the 
construction and operation of an electrified Light Rail System (LRS) between Amman and 
Zarqa. 

There are two separate parts requested in this Expression of Interest: (1) an operating 
concession of the LRS (the “concessionaire 1 '): (2) construction of the LRS (the “con- 
structor")- Bidders can respond to one or both parts. 

Part (1) the operating concession includes: 

• Operation and maintenance of the LRS; 

• Acquisition of ail required rolling stock and maintenance equipment; and 

• Construction of necessary buildings 

While the concessionaire will not be expected to finance the construction of the line, 
amounts equal to loan repayments for such construction, reflected in an "infrastructure 
provision" charge, must be incorporated in the concessionaire's projected operating 
costs. 

Estimates of LRS ridership in the opening year are on the order of 40,000 passengers 
per day, based on surveys of 1998 total corridor ridership. Recent surveys of bus pas- 
sengers indicate dissatisfaction with current bus services in Amman and a strong will- 
ingness to support a future LRS. A ten-minute headway is envisaged during peak hours. 
Part (2) the line construction includes: 

The construction of a double track electrified standard gauge line (1435 mm). Construc- 
tion costs have been estimated at approximately JD28 million. This includes civil works, 
land acquisition, track work, intermediate stations, catenary, sub stations and 
signalling systems. Local developers are expected to construct the two terminal stations. 
Such local development could be a part of a successful bidder's package. 

The Government of Jordan is currently seeking an acceptable financing package for the 
LRS construction. 

The LRS will be constructed within the existing right-of-way of the Hedjaz Railway over 
the 23 kilometres between Al Mahattah and New Zarqa; and another 3 kilometres within 
the street system of Amman. Some additional cut and fill will be necessary within the 
Hedjaz Railway right-of-way. 

The development of an efficient LRS will be of great benefit to the people of the Greater 
Amman urban area and will result in a more efficient use of transport resources in the 
country. The government is looking for experienced railway operators and constructors, 
with financial and technical capability to undertake this project The government is 
seeking Expressions of Interest from firms or consortia with the following financial and 
operating capabilities: 

a) average annual turnover (defined as works in progress and completed) over 
the last five years of at least the equivalent of US$100 million in the case of the 
constructor. US$ 50 rrilon in the case of the operator, and 

b) strong experience In the development, implementation and operation of urban 
light rail systems. This experience should also include procurement of rati 

equipment, provision of maintenance services and management 
If your firm or consortium meets these conditions, we would be pleased to receive an 
indication of interest accompanied by a statement of your qualifications and capabilities. 
Please also indicate if you wish to bid for part (1) the "concessionaire”; or part (2) the 
“constructor," or both. 

A competitive bidding process will be used for the selection of the concessionaire and the 
constructor. We will review the responses to this Expression of Interest and will prepare 
a short list of candidates for the next stage, which will be submission of Requests for Pro- 
posals (RFP), both technical and financial. Announcement of the short list and 
issuing of the RFP will take place in early-November, 1998. 

The implementation of the concession is the responsibility of the Ministry of Transport 
which has engaged PADECO Co. Ltd., to assist • 

Please forward your Expressions of Interest to reach Amman not later than October 30, 
1 998, to the attention of: j 

Nasser Lawzi j 

Minister of Transport ! 

Ministry of Transport 1 

Government of Jordan ! 

P.O. Box 35214 | 

Amman 11180 
Jordan 

Telephone: 962 6 551 8111 

Fax: 962 6 552 7233 ■ 


cy is rising and die level of 
outright opposition is falling. 

In Britain's case, the level 
of opposition to the euro fell 
to 49 per cent, down 10 per 
cent from the autumn of 
1997. with a more than one in 
six (17 per cent) of citizens 
undecided. 

Meanwhile, German 
Finance Minister Tbeo 
Waigel, said in an interview 
in the French daily Le Figaro 
that fee future European sin- 
gle currency was a “shield" 
against economic and mone- 
tary upheavaL 

He said fee euro “prevents 
European economies being 
suckled into fee economic and 
monetary maelstrom" affect- 
ing other parts of the world. 

‘The euro comes at a time- 
ly moment" to “shelter'' fee 
European economies from 
the crises in Asia and in 
Rusisa, he said. 

“Monetary union is fee best 
response to fee challenges of 
the future. The euro wfil not 
solve all the problems but it is 
a factor of stabilisation. Up 
to now, all fee hopes placed 
in it have been fulfills! and 
none of the fears have proved 


grounded," Waigel said. 

In Tokyo, Deutsche Bank 
Group's chief economist 
Norbert Walter forecast the 
euro will present a serious 
challenge to the dollar as an 
anchor for Asia. 

“It is very likely feat Asian 
enterprises and countries who 
are trading partners with 
Europe will increasingly use 
fee euro for foreign trade and 
foreign exchange transac- 
tions," he told Japanese com- 
pany chiefs. 

“The evidence suggests that 
the euro can gain a world 
market share of about 35 per 
cent over the next 10 years,” 
Walter told a seminar at 
Deutsche Bank’s Japan head- 
quarters. 

“The euro's share in world 
currency reserves could also 
grow to fee same level over 
the medium term but that will 
occur only if fee big reserve 
holders in Asia start to diver- 
sify their foreign exchange 
reserves,” be said. 

Walter said fee euro would 
create a single European mar- 
ket rivalling fee United 
States' in size. 
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Currency I USD 


US Dollar - 1.W41 

DE Mark a 5903 

GB Stalling 1.6813 2.8482 


Cross 




CH Franc 
JPYen 

CA Dollar 
IT Lira 


0.7177 121.50 
(LO076 1-2818 

0.6560 1.1110 

0.0006 1.0111 


NL Guilder (L5235 | 88.66 

FR Franc 0.1758 



Rates 


CHF 


1.3933 

0.8225 

2J3A2& 

1.0542 

09138 

0.0832 

72.94 

24.5084 


1.16 

1269.52 

69.11 

23.22 


Prices as at 


cad m. 


1.5243 1675JZQ 
0.8995 988.55 

TJSBtSh 2816.01 
1.0932 1201.46 
1.1533 12.67 144L53 

1098.64 1.2528 
0.9097 - 11.40 

0.7978 876.75 

0.2681 33.60 



Middle F«rtnm Currencies 


FURNISHED AND UNFURNISHED 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

Abdoun, Rabia, Sweifiyeh, Shmeisani, 7th Circle, 
and all over Amman. 

Tel.: 5539016, 079/64736 


ft! ore- lowUcjs 

more 

more* c^ou. ... 


DA [ANl 

J ewdiers 
ATh-fi Fo"um 
Hotel Shops. 
Phone : 55271 1! 
Amman 


Currency 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 


Oils Last 


0.00 0.00 

15j49 15.03 

Bonny o.oo 0.00 

Dubai 13.30 12.94 

UL Gael 133.00 133.00 


Currency 
US Dollar 
GB Sterlling 
DE Mark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JPYen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 



SAR 

BAH 

OAT 


3.7606 

0.3770 

3.6398 

ezzsi 

3.6727 

1512.60 

5^900 

0.6317 

5.1337 

0.4265 

5.1801 

113321 

9.9491 

0.1005 

0.97 

9.66 

0.0810 

0.8059 

0.98 

9.74 

403-27 

4012.15 

1.0304 

1.03O4 

- 

0.0835 

1.01 

415.54 

1Z3456 

1.2409 

11.98 

- 

12.09 

4978.60 

1.0212 

.0.1026 

0.9910 

0.0827 

- 

411.82 

2A7S7 

0.2492 

24065 

0.2009 

2.4282 


1.1023 

0.1108 

1.0697 

0.0893 

1.0794 

444.63 



Cu 


SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 



Buy 

Sail 

0.708 

0.710 

1.1898 

1.1957 

0.4172 

0.4193 

0.5072 

0.5097 

0.1244 

0.125 

0.533 

0JS357 

0.37 

0.3719 

0.4221 

0.4242 


GBP I CHF 


0.4518 0.15858 0.37175 
0.2723 0.4514 0.16195 0.37964 

3J916 5.57724 1.95771 4.58926 
0.3770 449438 1.57778 3.69822 
1.9904 IL3719 1.1836 2.7732 


Libor Fbor 


- 1 - 

Month 


USD 5.5859 5.5000 5.4141 5J313 

GBP 7.4375 7.4375 7.3086 7.0625 

JPY 0.4102 0.4102 0.4492 0.4570 

3.4688 3^4688 3-5313 3.5625 

3.5000 1.5000 1.6328 1.7188 

1.4063 3.5313 3.5703 3.5957 


Main EauHv Indices 


Bourse 

Index 

Value 


NewYorfc 

DOW JONES 

7895.66 

21.89 

Newyork 

S&P500 

1020.09 

1.22 

London 

FT-SE100 

5055.6 

-77.3 

Tokyo 

NIKK1E 225 

13983.12 

123.98 

Paris 

CAC40 

3465^2 

-60.04 

Frankfurt 

DAX | 

4598.55 

-70.93 


EE2P! BEKS I 


Low 


028 7930.67 7827.94 7873.77 

0.12 1022.01 1011.86 1018*7 

-1.51 6152.2 5034.7 5132.9 

14006.1 13697.8 13859.1 
3509.63 3438.56 3525J6 
■1.52 ] 4759.91 4554.36 4659.51 
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Make sure you're protected 


Security Guard force service in joint venture with 
Wacken hut/USA 

Fire alarm and fighting systems, CCTV, burglar alarms, 
gate control, video phone system, sound and 
conference systems, perimeter security. 

20 YEARS IN BUSINESS SERVING 

Embassies, Banks, Commercial Projects; Schools, Universities, 
Hospitals, Hotels, Industrial Projects, Homes and VIP escorts. 



CUlo&JIg 

SOUNDS SECURITY 

PROFESSIONALISM WITH INTEGRITY - SINCE 1978 


Teh 4642407/4654473 Fa* 4656699 
P.OJknc 9881 Amman 11191 Iordan Email: security®gacom.jo 


Yemen 
earns 
$255m 
from oil 

SANAA (R) — Yemen's emir 
ings from oil exports during 
the first six months of 1998 
reached $254.58 million, an 
nil ministry official has said. 

The official told Reuters that 
oil income for fee whole of 
J997 reached $1,012 billion. 

In the six months to June, 
local consumption reached 
15.55 million barrels while 
exports reached 2053 million 
barrels. 

Yemen is a small indepen- 
dent oil producer, which 
pumps about 380,000 barrels 
per day. 


THE Daily Crossword EcSted 


ACROSS 

t Flower with 
velvety petals 

G Road safety 

grp- 

10 Aid in wrong- 
doing 

14 Make joyful 

15 Legal action 
grp. 

16 Sample tape 

17 On reflection 

20 Retain 

21 Phone co. 

22 King or 
Lombard 

23 Very dry 

25 Like utilities 

26 ‘Get Shorty* 
author Leonard 

29 Flow back 

30 1988 Olympic 
Games city 

31 Explorer Vasco 

da 

32 H. Hughes 
airline 

35 Debatable point 

39 New Testament 
section 

40 Crude shelters 

41 OW-time actor 
Novarro 

42 Art stands 

45 Lodging 
establishments 

46 Psrmanarrtty 

46 Nobel Prize 

winner 

Morrison 

49 Conspicuous 
successes 

50 Domino dot 

51 High 
muckamucks 

55 How dare you! 

58 European 
eagle 

59 Top-drawer 

60 Mr. Ts group 

61 Checkers side 

62 Hiker's shelter 

63 Color changers 

DOWN 

1 Quarter bushel 

2 Lotion 
ingredient, 
often 

3 Identify 
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by Wayne Robert Williams 


TMSPuntesOaoLcom 
"T5 pi |i2 ns i 


Peanuts 



151 142 |KJ |54 


Andy Capp 


By Gerald R. Ferguson 

Portland, OR 


4 Leaves briefly 

5 Solar 

6 Photo finish 

7 Suffer stillness 

8 MCJ1 halved 

9 Lazy pupil's 
headwear 

10 Idolized 

11 Premature 

12 Writer Zola 

13 Lugged 

18 Fairy-tale 
monster 

19 ‘Kiss Me_’ 

24 First name in 
mysteries 

25 Office notes 

26 Salinger girl 

27 _ of faith 

28 Ancestral home 

29 inflatable boats 
31 EJbotlor Jay 
33 Hair of a sheep 
34' Blyth and JHIian 

36 Currant 
regulator 

37 Press 

38 Birth 
43 Playing 

marbles 


0000 0000 E1I3D00 
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□000 □ □ RS Q H000Q 

nnm □□nBQuonDQu 
□□□□□□□ nnui 
□□□□ 00Q00000 

00000 00000 hub 

HHBU 00O00 □End 
□□□ EU3DE1E3 DD0BD 
□□□□□□HQ 0BQD 

nncj 0 qqhebd 
EQBcincjaHnnia □□□ 
DEHHnQ □□HO EH HQ 

□ 0 DE 0 11000 □□□□ 

□0000 0QH0 0000 


fCpwa Titmiwh smim. «e. 
MHgmaMMO. 


44 Boozers 

45 Puablo people 

46 Smaller 
number 

47 Earthy pigment 

48 Country 
occupied by 
China 

50 Quaker William 


52 fixe 

(obsession) 

53 Shapely fruit 

54 Houston and 
Hull 

56 Gardeners 
implement 

57 Flit about 
aimlessly 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



Every day I get this twitch in my 
eyelid. Does that count as exercise?" 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


ADDEJ 


THAT SCr.AMBLEO WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Argirfon 

f A penny (or your thoughts 1 


VORAF 


TUFLAR 


TABEED 



Now arrange (he circled letters w 
term the surprise answer, as sug^ 
gestBd by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: ^ f Y Y Y y! 
k-A A A A 

. (Answers tomorrow] 

Yesterdays ^TTY SAVOR SHANTY INDIGO 

Answ ' 'S? !. ex- P 1 8yhoy got when he planted his 
reet nrmiy cm the ground — DIRTY SHOES ' * 
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3BP 

1S858 

.16195 

95771 

.57778 

.1836 


asa 

>r Fix! 

59 
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5.4141 

52813 

'.4375 

7.3086 

7.0625 

J.4102 

0.4492 

0.4570 
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3.5313 

3.5625 


1.6328 
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L5313 

3.5703 
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5.0060 

4.4750 
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High 

Low 

GX33I 

930.67 

7827.94 

m 

1022.01 

1011.86 

1018.87 

5152.2 

5034.7 

5132.9 

14006.1 

13697.8 

13859.1 

1509.63 

3438.56 

3525.26 

1769.91 

4554.36 

4669.51 


Yemen 
earns 
$255 m 
from oil 

SANAA (R i — Yemen'* earn- 
ings from oil exports dum? 
the first six mi •nth' of IW 
reached S254.5* million. an 
i«ii minisir. official hi' said 

The official ■■ •id Reuters to 
oil income for the ^'h"k 
1997 reached SI i >12 billion. 

In the six month- to Jw*- 
Inca] consumption reacW 
1W million bitrel> 
exports reached 2' '.53 millwn 
Kirrels. 

Yemen is u -mail wiifcpfr 
Jent oil proJucer. 
pumps about .WftfM’h** 
per day. 


By Glasbergen 
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Study finds local councils having little 
interest in income-generating projects 


** MANY LOCAL councils borrow 
from the Cities and Villases 
Development Bank funds that Yar 
exceed their ability to honour the 
obligations which could arise from 
such borrowing, a study prepared by a 
committee has shown. By agreeing to 
pay 24 per cent of their budget to 
repay the loans, such a high rate, 
when taken for each council separate- 
ly, increases the suffering of the local 
councils and weakens their ability to 
use the available funds which go to 
repayment of instalments and interest. 

The study, prepared by the Locai 
Councils Committee within the 
framework of the five-year (1999- 
2003) social and economic plan, said 
most of the budgets of local councils 
are characterised by deficits. The 
study attributed the deficits to finan- 
cial mismanagement represented in 
the weak capability of local councils 
to use the available funds in a proper 
way. This leads to burdening the 
councils with additional financial 
costs as a result of not paying due 
consideration to financial flows and 
not knowing the right time for spend- 
ing- 

The mismanagement is also mani- 
fested in spending more than what 
.could be obtained annually in addi- 
tion to higher administrative expendi- 
tures arising from, random appoint- 
ments in locaj councils. This has 
caused accumulated deficits in the 
budgets, the : study said revealing chat 
spending om- salaries has exceeded 
more than 43 per cent of total expen- 
diture. 

Khaled Tarawneh, director of 
regional planning and the commit- 
tee's secretary, pointed out that many 
councils resort to augment their bud- 
gets when the actual budgets for most 
of the councils do not exceed 66 per 
cent of their estimated budgets. He 
explained that as a result of exagger- 


ating the revenue estimate, the coun- 
cils end up projecting additional 
expenditures which cannot be 
financed as a result of extra revenues 
no being realised. ‘This leads in the 
end result to posting a deficit from 
spending in excess of income.” 
Tarawneh said. 

He added that the high cost of 
expropriating the lands necessary for 
public facilities such as roads, parks, 
cemeteries and parking areas has led 
to local councils being unable to meet 
their financial obligations. Tarawneh 
indicated that local councils used to 
shoulder in the past the cost of expro- 
priating lands for building schools 
and other government departments 
and that has put an extra burden on 
them. 

The committee secretary blamed the 
local councils for not using their 
authority in imposing some fees and 
taxes. That has deprived the local 
councils from extra resources of 
funds to finance rheir increased 
spending. Furthermore, Tarawneh 
said, expanding the structure of 
municipalities and village councils 
has minimised the allocation of funds 
for each municipality from the returns 
that the government collects for local 
councils. 

Finally, he pointed out that the local 
councils showed minimal interest in 
income-generating projects compared 
to service project. Such an attitude 
has deprived the local council from 
permanent and renewable sources of 
income that would have enabled them 
to depend on themselves and lower 
the budget deficit. The study showed 
that earnings from income-generating 
projects did not represent more than 
six per cent of the total earnings of 
local councils (A1 Dustour). 


Back wages 
bring some 
Russians 
to breaking 
point 


MOSCOW (AP) — One 
man burned himself lo 
death, exasperated that he 
hadn’t been paid in two 
years. Another unpaid man 
beat to death the shop 
owner who owed him his 
money. And an angry mob 
of workers took their boss- 
es hostage to demand over- 
due salaries. 

Millions of Russians 
have been receiving their 
salaries months late, if at 
all, during the country's 
financial crisis. 

Most have managed to 
scrape by. and while there 
have been demonstrations 
and strikes, there’s been 
virtually no unrest despite 
the severity of the problem. 

But several separate inci- 
dents around the country 
showed how frustrated and 
angry some unpaid work- 
ers have become. 

In the southern city of 
Krasnodar, locksmith 
Vladimir Rybalko had 
already opened the window 
of his upper-floor apart- 
ment and was about to 
jump out when his wife 
managed to stop him. 

He later doused his 
clothes with gasoline and 
set himself on fire. He died 
in the hospital. 

“They pushed me to the 
limit, I can’t bear it any 
longer.They haven’t been 
paying me for two years.” 
he wrote in a letter, the 
ITAR-TASS news agency 
said. 


TTTT 



ROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 21, 1998 


Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (Mardr21 to April 19) Someone’s eying to tell you what 
ado; it could T even be someone you iisuaHy.order around. How can 
ibis be? WeD. it’s port of toe coming transit of the sun through Libra. 
Vftb the moon also in Libra, people with libra tendencies will be 
empowered to a cl Thank them for their coaching, and apply it It 
will be valuable. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Your vacation is ending, but that’s 
OK. You should be in toe mood to work by now. Today’s assign- 
ment includes lots of details, and probably lots of paperwork. You’ll 
need to communicate effectively and precisely. To get really good at 
k.yqu need to practice. Not to worry. You’ll be an expert by the time 
(Us phase is over. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) There are still things to do, espe- 
cially at home. Soon, you'll lose interest in practical matters and just 
want id play. So while you’re in the mood, finish up old projects. 
You’D want to start new ones and be creative, and you might feel 
that tuge coming over you already. Use it as your motivation to get 
organised. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) You may be starting to look at your 
bouse with a slightly critical eye. Are things just the way you want 
them? Maybe you’d like to add a room, or a new colour scheme for 
theJdtchoL Stare taking notes. Yota" opportunity to make changes is 
coming soon, and you'll want to be prepared. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Today, you’re able to remember 
infirmaries) very well, so study, talk to your friends and figure out 
the bottom line. Learn to become fabulously wealthy. You’ll be 
woodofal as a rich person. You’ll do lots of good. So get busy on 
right now. This is toe arena to which you are naturally bom. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Financial issues are the 
theme that’s growing more prevalent The Libra moon the first cou- 
ple days of this week brings it into focus; then the sun goes into 
libra on Tbesday, magnifying the effect. That's OK This is one of 
your best subjects. It’s a tittle harder when it’s your own money, but 
ax to wany. You’D do fine. 

LIBRA; (Sqaemba- 23 to October 22) You’re digging around 
threugh closets and toe attic and the back, storeroom, whipping 
things into drape. When a Libra gets on a cleaning kick, watch oul 
Not oily is everything going to be organised, but it’s going to be 
beautiful People wiD be able to find what they want and they'll have 
an enjoyable experience while they’re bunting. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) You're working togeth- 
er with your friends car some sort of cleanup project It could be 
cleaning up misunderstandings. Or it could literally be cleaning out 
the storeroom or your work area. If you've got anything like that in 
your life, go ahead and organise people in that sort of an effort JfH 
be fan. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) During toe last 
month or so, the sun has been transiting Virgo in your solar tenth 
house of success. You've had lots of chances to advance in your 
career, and hopefully vou have. Now the time for celebration is near. 
The sun’s upcoming transit through Libra is one of tesovity for you. 
The had part is just about over! 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20.) Information you’ve 
been gat hering should be useful today. Insights gained in parent trav- 
els win let you make a wise choice. A job that seemed impossible 
mw locks doable. You may still require a little more education to 
fully devdpp your talents in this new direction, but that s OK. 
You’re up for the challenge. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You’re gating urges to 
tty something new. So, why not do it on purpose? Instead of fol- 
lowing a whim, why not follow a plan? This is on excellent day to 
write oae up. You d o n’t have to do it down to the tiniest detail yet. 
Just ff* the outline solid. The details will fill toemselves in as you go 


PECES: (February 20 to Man* 20) Today’s assignment requires 
a S®y and quick action, and you'll have to foDow an agenda. If you 
haven't already prepared one, do that You’re venturing out beyoed 
yfcff-ioutineand spending a lot more time there. The coming phase 
will be creative, but not very structured, so today put in a structure 
can rely on. 

^ftsttwerfSeptember Sapphire— Lap* 5 Lazuli 


UMS lands United Coffee account 

UMS — United Media Service — has been assigned as 
the sole advertising agency for United Coffee, a major 
producer of a wide range of coffees in Jordan. UMS was 
assigned after a four-way pitch, which was held recently. 

Founded in 1993. with a capital of JD3 million. United 
Coffee became the first firm in the Middle East to pro- 
duce instant coffee. United Coffee is committed to pro- 
ducing high quality products by using the best coffee 
beans and implementing the latest production methods to 
satisfy the consumers’ demands. Its product-line includes 
“Coffee Break;" a high-quality instant coffee that enjoys 
a significant market share in Jordan. High standards and 
quality excellence have earned United Coffee a wide 
recognition in neighbouring markets as well. 

In its continuous expansion. United Coffee is expected 
to launch a new coffee brand soon, to better satisfy the 
tastes of higher-end consumers. 

UMS is the affiliate of TEAM/Young & Rubicam in 
Jordan, which is a leading advertising agency in the 
region with regional expansion that covers the majority 
of the Gulf states and the Middle East. Young & Rubicam 
is the world’s third largest international advertising 
agency. 

L1MS is one of toe fastest-growing advertising agencies 
in the country. Full commitment and broad understanding 
of toe Jordanian market and consumer trends has earned 
UMS a number of high-profile international and local 
accounts. The assignment of UMS for this account fol- 
lows a recent acquisition of the Asria Dairy Company & 
Chiquita Juices account. 
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Government wants to identify 
parties interested in rail project 


By Ghadeer Taher 

.AMMAN — The government, 
reviving a decades-old project, 
Saturday invited companies to sub- 
mit expressions of interest for the 
construction and operation of an 
electric light rail system connecting 
downtown Amman and Zarqa. 

In advertisements published in 
Jordan’s local Arabic-Ianguage 
dailies, the Ministry of Transport 
asked potential bidders to send let- 
ters of interest along with their qual- 
ifications to carry out the project, 
which will use the same historic 
Hijaz corridor between Zarqa and 
Hashemiyeh Plaza. 

Companies can bid for the con- 
struction of the 26-kilometre double 
track electrified standard gauge line, 
which is expected to cosf JD28 mil- 
lion, and/or toe operation of the 
modem passenger railway. 


The government will pay for the 
construction of the track, after 
which it will lease it to the operating 
concessionaire, who will supply the 
trains and all other necessary equip- 
ment to operate and maintain the 
system, explained a ministry offi- 
cial. 

The light rail project, which has 
been bogged down for years because 
it was found not feasible, is expect- 
ed to solve many transportation 
gluts and pollution problems. 

Foreign firms had shied away 
from the project because the govern- 
ment had originally expected them 
to finance the construction of the 
track, making any return on their 
investment negligible, an industry 
expert explained. 

According to officials, the project 
can be operational within three 
years. 

Recent survevs conducted bv the 


ministry' indicate that an estimated 
40,000 passengers will use the light 
rail on a daily basis in the first year 
of operation. Most Zarqa- Amman 
commuters have complained of the 
inefficient public and private trans- 
portation system running along the 
busiest route in the country- 

After receiving the expressions of 
interest, the transport ministry' will 
shortlist the candidates for the next 
stage, which will be the submission 
of financial and technical proposals. 
The ministry expects to shortlist the 
companies and issue the tenders by 
early November. 

The project, if it materialises and 
succeeds, will be the first phase of 
a railway network that will eventu- 
ally be expanded to other congested 
areas of the Kingdom, including 
Hashemiyeh. Abdali. University of 
Jordan and Sweileh. 
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ORGANIZED KUAXET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 20/09/1998 


PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY'S NAME 


P / E 


DIV. 


HIGH 


LOU 


NO. 

OP 

TRANS. 


NO. OP 
SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 



355. SOO 170.000 
2.000 1.620 


3.200 

2.680 

6.510 

3.450 

.870 

3.910 

3.900 

.850 


1.010 

1.S5D 

2.610 

1.760 

.570 

1.690 

1.350 

.600 


ARAB BANK 

JOR. NATIONAL BE. 
BANK OP JORDAN 
INDUSTRIAL DEV.BX. 
THE HOUSXNC 8K. 
JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR.GULP BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
JOR. ZIfV. PIN. BANK 
PH I LABEL. INV. BK. 


18.1 

13.4 

E 

11.1 

17.9 

.B 

9 

17.3 
22. B 
P 


.90 
4.24 
0.00 
6.56 
3. S3 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
3.3B 
0.00 


26 

5 

3 

56 

5 

5 

9 

7 

16 


480 

1880 

5100 

3550 

48274 

673 

62S0 

1338 

5350 

39650 


105938 

3087 

S151 

5609 

135354 

1203 

3500 

2261 

7918 

26842 


22 


1.00 
1.65 
1.02 
1.59 
2. 84 
1.78 
.57 
1.70 
1.48 
.69 


11.00 

1.65 

1.01 

1.58 

2.83 

1.79 

.56 

1.69 

1.48 

.67 


. 01 - 

. 01 - 

. 01 - 

. 01 * 

. 01 - 

. 01 - 

. 02 - 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX; 288.58 *CHC: -0.07 


134 


112745 


296862 


2.850 

2.350 


1.740 

1.800 


JOR FRENCH 1MSUR. 
ARAB LIFE I NS UR. 


7.4 

9.3 


9.43 

0.00 


250 

5000 


663 

9700 


2.65 

1.98 


2.65 

1.94 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 126.39 *CHG: -0.22 


5250 


10363 


S 2.240 1.470 JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 9.5 

1.380 .740 NATL. PORTFOLIO 29.9 

1.120 .680 REAL ESTATE INV. 13.7 

♦ .590 .280 JORDAN INTL. TRAD. g 

S 1.480 1.060 HID. EAST HOTELS P 

S 4.600 1.880 ARAB 1NTL. 1NV.B0UC. 9.6 

1.050 .890 ZARKA EDUCATION 20.5 

1.830 1.060 UNIFIED CO. 5.0 

1.350 .950 UNITED FOR PI NAN. INV 1.4 


5.61 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

2.06 

0.00 

9.73 

5.90 


47 

9 

6 

2 

9 

n 

5 

1 


36550 

3750 

648 

10000 

8500 

8600 

1050 

2350 

100 


53185 

2803 

452 

2700 

9265 

167SO 

935 

2641 

109 


1.47 

.76 

.69 

.28 

1.09 

1.95 

.89 

1.12 

1.09 


1.47 

.75 

.70 

.27 

1.09 

1.94 

.89 

1.13 

1.09 


01 - 

01 * 

01- 

01- 

01* 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 106.13 zcHC: -0.09 


71548 


8B838 


3.900 1.840 JOR. CEMENT FACT. 11.2 S.82 

11.250 10.050 JOR. PETROL. REPXNARY 10.3 8.40 

1.670 1.060 INDUSTRIAL COMM. AG R. 66.2 0.00 

S 5.740 2.400 ARAB PHARM. MAN?. 7.4 2.79 

S 5.590 1.100 JOR. CERAMIC IND. 4.9 B.85 

1.440 1.020 JOR. PIPES KANFCT. 9.0 9.17 

6.3S0 4.700 DAR ALDAUA DV.INV. 6.6 6.41 

2.9B0 1.700 ARAB ALUM.XND. 12. B 14.45 

.570 .390 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 13.5 0.00 

1.010 .670 ARAB PAPER COXV.TRD. 23.5 0.00 

* .BOO .390 NATIONAL STEEL 2ND. g 0.00 

.590 .300 XNTERMED.PBTRO.CKEM. g 0.00 

.690 .350 JOR. ROCKWOOL XNDS. g 0.00 

1.760 .760 UNXV.CHKM. IKDS. 9.8 8.33 

S 2.300 .700 NATL. CABLE WIRE. MF AC 33.3 0.00 

.730 .380 JOR. SQLPKO-CHEK 7.6 0.00 

1.470 1.150 ARAB PHARM. CHEM. 14.0 4.72 

.700. .390 KAW7RER INVEST. g 0.00- 

S 1.270 .530 UNXV. MOON . IKDS. 10.7 - BJ96 1 

♦ .920 ' .500 JOR. I NDS. RESOURCES g 0.00 

1.000 .600 JOR. NEW CABLE CO. ' ' 9.0 lS\tt " 

1.S60 1.150 EL -XAY REAirriWEAft *" 42.2 ' * ’ ■’O.CKT' 

S 1.310 .910 INTL. TOBACCO 7.2 5.66 

.890 .660 JORDAN STEEL) 9-6 8.14 

.730 .580 NAT.ALUMINIU*. 33.7 0.00 

.670 .530 MID. EAST COMPLEX 10.0 0.00 


13 

11 

1 

10 

1 

2 

4 
3 

12 

1 

6 

24 
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5 
13 
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1 • 

• IS! 

■4' 

34 

10 

20 

1 


18965 

462 

100 

2900 

ISO 

200 

SSO 

3050 

8750 

150 

2600 

35775 

4700 

350 

2300 

8000 

350 

500 

9700 

9400 

4350. 

12300' 

19644 

11500 

11447 

3000 


36463 

4884 

112 

7814 

170 

219 

3013 

5277 

3414 

116 

962 

10750 

1707 

336 

1643 

3200 

445 

225 

6529 

4606 

‘2737 

14760- 

20847 

9888 

7761 

1650 


10 


II 

i.'ijo 

5.50 

I.T'.S 

.40 

.80 

.39 

.32 

.35 

.97 

.73 

.41 

1.28 

.46 

.69 

. -SI 
.63 
1.20 
1.07 
.85 
.68 
.55 


1.89 
10.58 
1.12 
2.69 
1.13 
1.09 
5.46 
1.73 
.40 
.77 
.37 
.30 
.37 
.96 
.71 
.40 
1.27 
.45 
_ :67 

. . .49 
.64 
1.20 
1-03 
.86 
.68 
.S5 


.03- 

.03* 

.02- 

.03- 

.01- 

.01- 

.04- 

.02- 

.03- 

.02- 

.02- 

.02* 

.01- 

.02- 

.01- 

.01- 

.01- 

.02- 

.02- 

.01* 

.04- 

-01* 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


rNDBX: 7B.72 *CHG } -0.46 


232 


171193 


149526 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 173.67 *CHG? -0.16 


455 


360736 


545S88 


PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 


20/09/1998 


♦N 1.000 .850 JOR. INT. INSURANCE CO E 0.00 1 100 81 

*N .950 .900 AMMAN INSURANCE E 0.00 1 250 215 

.490 .’270 CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE g 0.00 1 200 56 

.620 .240 ARAB FIN. INVEST. g D-00 4 1700 425 

.260 .090 JOR. INDS. HATCH- JEMCO g 0.00 16 29S00 *720 

.600 .270 ARAB POOD 6 MED. g 0.00 4 1500 450 

.430 .230 ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 27.6 0.00 12 27650 6641 

.400 .230 NATL. TEXTILE P 0-00 1 250 63 

.580 .260 NATL. MULT. ENC.NAMICO g 0.00 29 4S9S0 12496 

2.160 1.160 ONION TOBACCO 87. 5* 13.6 5.84 8 50750 100764 

•720 .570 RAZ1 PHARM. E 0.00 3 750 458 

.350 .190 INDS. ENG. g 0.00 10 13800 2898 

.700 .350 INDS. CERAMIC 9.2 0.00 2 1500 525 

N .950 .540 ADVANCED PHARMA -IND. g 0.00 2 1500 825 

.500 •• .310 PEARL SAN. P. CONV. E 0.00 4 1850 556 

.660 .430 NATL. POULTRY g 0-00 5 50000 2S500 

N .950 - .330 OPTICAL* HEARING CO. P 0.00 8 18100 6209 

H 1.000 .690 AL-EXBAL PRINTING OO 10.8 10.67 3 1500 1065 


.85 

.90 

.29 

.25 

.15 

.32 

.25 

.26 

.28 

2.16 

.62 

.21 

.35 

.55 

.31 

.51 

.36 

.72 


.81 

.86 

.28 

.25 

.16 

.30 

.24 

.25 

.27 

2.14 

.61 

.21 

.35 

.55 

.31 

.51 

.34 

.71 


.04- 

.04- 

.01- 

-01* 

-02- 

.01- 

. 01 - 

.01- 

. 02 - 

- 01 - 


. 02 - 

. 01 - 


CRAND TOTAL 


246902 


163971 


: N«w 12 ranch* low 

: Stock dividend during th* pa at 12 month* 
: LlBtod during th» past 12 ranth* 

: P/E ratio is 100 or norm 
: Nogativ* P/E 


® : Earning i* zero or N/A for the most recent 


year 
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DAJANI .IF.WF.l.I.F.RS " A CARNIVAL OF 




Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and safe 

Furnished & Unfurnished 
For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 

Web Site is 

www.abdoun.com.io 


ART 

CENTER 


LEARN 

DRAWING 

CERAMICS 

SCULPTURE 




FOR 
IRENT 

5^ Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 


Real Estate 

SWEIFIYEH 

A Hajarat Comptax 

T«L 5864230 -5865167 
Mow®. 079/37588 






Quality Serviced Sutes 

★One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay *Reasonabte Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal# go.coai.jo 


Studio Haig 

Profassiona! qvalftyfn 
1 hoar service 
Develop 

at our shop and get: " 

* JUMBO photo stee 
30%Jerger> - 

* free enlargement 
2QxX)cm. ■ 



Volwier Restaurant 

& 

Abdoun 5929564 


Shmeisanl * Opposite 
Grind! ays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Ted: 822881 





Watches -Perfumes 
Sun Gases - Leather- Pens 


Cartier 

jtt&T’O&u’S'n 


42. 

VERSACE 


Visit Us At 

www.viparab .comMpglft 


ilShaban mn Group - Abdoun] 
Near American Embassy 
|Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 5933085 



LEARN 

TO DRAW 

|AN2 PAINT 

: Tutor demonstrating and 
teaching all medias - classes 
group 3 persons - teaching 
in English - private classes 
for foreigners. 

( Prof. Ebrahim Shaiabi, 
The Artist) 



At 6th Circle 

Tel.: 5510001 




Vienna Cafe 

No time for a break! 
Order, take away by phone. 




24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 
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Heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield backs off as Vaughn Bean falls into the 
ropes* during the tenth round of their championship bout at the Georgia Dome in 
Atlantas. Holyfield won by unanimous decision (AP Photo) 


Holyfield struggles 
to unimpressive victory 


ATLANTA (AFP) — World heavyweight 
champion Evander Holyfield struggled to a 
unimpressive unanimous 12-round decision 
over challenger Vaughn Bean here Saturday 
in his hometown to keep his crown. 

Holyfield, the International Boxing 
Federation and World Boxing Association 
champion, rose to 36-3. Bean fell to 31-2 


bui surpassed low expectations by going the 
distance despite his first career knockdown. 


Two judges awarded Holyfield the title by 
scores of 4 1 7-1 1 0..The third. had it 1 1 6-1 1 1 
for Holyfield. 

“I didn’t come in overconfident." 
Holyfield said. “I was fighting with a guy 
who was inspired. I hit him with good shots. 
He also hit me with good shots. He's a good 
fighter, better than people gave him credit 
for. 

“I didn't take anyone lightly.” 

In the 10th round. Bean was staggered by 
a series of rights from Holyfield and lost his 
balance along the ropes. As he tried to 
regain his balance, Holyfield sent him down 
for the first time in his career with a right 
uppercut. 

“I have got to take advantage of every 
opportunity that I get,” Holyfield said. “I 
turned. He was off balance. It's pan of the 
boxing game. You use every advantage you 
geL" 

Bean rose at the count of seven and 
Holyfield could not put him away in the 
final 30 seconds of the I Oth or in the 11th 
round. Bean landed solid punches in the 
1 2th but could not get the knockout he 
needed. 

"I thought I won the fight,” said Bean, 
who made a similar claim after his only 
other loss, a l2th-round title loss to Michael 
Moorer last year. 

‘it’s the same story. I hit him with good 
shots. I put pressure on him. I was backing 
him up." 

Bean, whose 231 pounds were the most of 
his career for a fight, also said referee Brian 
Garry should have stopped or penalised 
Holyfield for the knockdown punch. Garry 
was moving to Bean when Holyfield struck. 

"The ref didn't do his job,” Bean said. “I 
was a little off balance. He hit me right on 
my temple. He or the ref could have been a 
gentleman abour it” 

” Added Garry, “He clipped (-Bean) a little 
bit. But he was already hurt It was a knock- 
down. It wasn’t the difference in the fight.” 

Holyfield. 35, shrugged off claims that his 
age, a ! 0-month layoff or week-long pro- 
motion efforts to sell tickets for the fight 
were factors in his poor showing against 
Bean, 25. 

"He fought a smart fight,” Holyfield said. 
“Anytime'you break a fighter’s rhythm like 
that it's a smart fight" 

Holyfield plans to next fight Britain’s 
Henry Akinwande, hopefully by the end of 
the year. The two were to have met in June 
but Akinwande tested positive for hepatitis. 


“If it can be made. I will fight him this 
year” Holyfield said. “I’m not injured and 
I’m in shape." 

Holyfield said his ultimate goal is unify- 
ing the world titles. That means facing 
Britain’s Lennox Lewis, the World Boxing 
Council champion who risks his crown next 
Saturday against Croatia's Zeljko 
Mavrovic. 

“I have what it takes to beat" all the fight- 
ers," Holyfield said. “My goal is to be the 
undisputed champion of the world." 

The words rang hollow. Holyfield turned 
down $20 million to fight Lewis and took a 
$5.8 million payday to face Bean, who like 
Akinwande is a mandatory sanctioning 
body challenger. 

Lewis should take little encouragement 
from Bean pushing Holyfield to the limit, 
the Atlanta-bom boxer said. 

“You have to look at styles of fighters," 
Holyfield said. “Lennox Lewis would come 
at me and try to take my head off and give 
me a chance to take his head off. Vaughn 
Bean was very defensive. He survived. He 
kept his head out of the way.” 

Holyfield dominated the first four rounds 
but Bean improved in each, using overhand 
rights to the head and inside punches while 
Holyfield used combinations to keep Bean 
off balance. 

Bean controled the fifth and sixth rounds, 
with Holyfield inactive and struggling. 

The champion answered in the seventh 
with a right hook and left uppercut to stag- 
ger Bean. 

But the challenger came back in the 
eighth, moving Holyfield back to stun a 
crowd of more than 41.000 at the Georgia 
Dome. Bean's only prior fight beyond the 
seventh round was in his title loss to 
Michael Moorer 18 months ago. 

Holyfield appeared tired but closed the 
ninth round with a flurry in the final 30 sec- 
onds and began reasserting himself in the 
10th. 

Holyfield evoked fears of his prior home- 
town fight in 1991, when he was staggered 
before recovering to beat Bert Cooper for 
the D3F and WBA crowns. 

“Bean doesn't have a style." Holyfield 
said, “A lot of fighters with high ranks, they 
are sure of their style. Vaughn Bean did not 
have a style. I didn't think he knew what he 
was going to do, so it was hard for me to 
know what I was going to do. It was hard to 
get his timing." 
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AC Milan 

free 

Capello 


Switzerland, Spain in Fed Cup deadlock 


MILAN (AFP) — AC 
Milan have cleared the 
way for top Italian 
coach Fabio Capello to 
join city rivals Inter 
Milan. 

Capello is still under 
contract with AC Milan 
despite being axed as 
coach last summer after 
failing to stop the club's 
dismal run of results. 

AC Milan president 
Silvio Berlusconi is now 
willing to free him, 
should Inter Milan 
decide to sack Gigi 
Simoni after their poor 
start to the season. 

Berlusconi said: “I 

have a great deal of 
respect for people who 
behave properly and I 
believe in giving every- 
one an opportunity. I 
think that if the possibil- 
ity arose for Capello, 
Milan would not deny 
him it.’’ 

The weekend comment 
took Italian football by 
surprise, given the 
intense rivalry between 
the two Milan teams. 

Berlusconi explained: 
“I know it’s Inter, but I 
can’t just see things 
from a fan’s point of 
view any more. I’m a 
Milan city councillor 
and I have to do the 
right thing for all the 
people I represent.” 

Capello guided Milan 
to four league titles 
between 1991 and 1996, 
before winning • -.th& 
Spanish league with 


GENEVA (AFP) — 
Switzerland and Spain 
ended the first day of their 
Fed Cup final clash tied at 
1-1 here on Saturday, fol- 
lowing wins for Martina 
Hingis and Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. 

Hingis, the World No. 1, 
defeated former Wimbledon 
winner Conchita Martinez 
6-4. 6-4 to give the Swiss a 
1-0 lead while Patty 
Schnyder went down to 
Sanchez Vicario in a 
marathon contest, losing 6- 
2. 3-6. 6-2 after two hours 
and 25 minutes. 

Schnyder, ranked ninth in 
the world, seemed certain to 
go down tamely after being 
eclipsed in the first set and 
broken immediately in the 
second. 

But she then found the 
form that allowed here to 
knock out Steffi Graf from 
the U.S. Open a fortnight 
ago to come back into the 
match. 

She won eight of the next 
nine games but then, at the 
crucial moment, went back 
into her shell, allowing her 
opponent to switch tactics 
and regain the initiative. 

. Sanchez Vicario, the 
world number four, said: “1 
won because of my head 
and my legs, and because 1 



Swiss player Martina Hingis massaged by her physiotherapist Micbd GoUty during 
the third match against Spanish player Arantxa Sanchez of the F ed Cup Final 
Switzerland vs Spain in Geneva, Switzerland, Sunday. Hing i s defeated Sanchez 7-6 
(7-5), 6-3 (AP Photo) 

played the big points better clear advantage in expert- Sanchez Yicano and sev- 

than she did." ence. They have won the enth-ranked Maranez have 

The same plavers will Fed Cup four times this played in all those finals, 

play in die reverse singles decade, in 1991, 1993, 1994 Switzerlandhave never wot 

on Sunday, followed by the and 1995. the Fed Cup but were 

doubles. They have reached the cheered by a 10,000 ccoytd 

The Spaniards have a final on eight occasions and on Saturday. 


Sanchez Vicario and sev-\ 
enth-ranked Martinez have-; 
played in all those finals!:; 
Switzerland have never wonv> ; 
the Fed Cup but were*; 
cheered by a 10,000 crowd 
on Saturday. v 'V 


Anderson grabs draw for Barcelona 


MADRID (AFP) — 
Spanish champions 
Barcelona grabbed at 2-2 
draw away to arch-rivals 
Real Madrid on Saturday, 
thanks to an 84th-minute 
goal from Brazilian striker 
Sonny Anderson. 

Anderson ran onto a 
through ball in the heart of 
the Real defence and toe- 
poked the ball past the 
advancing goalkeeper. 

The result, however, left 
Real Madrid on top of the 
table with seven points 
from three games. 


"Barcelona are Ih’ third spot' 
.w.itl} five from three behind *"• 


Real Madrid iri 1997'lie ' ' Zarigc^'' Tb^^of dfe"' 


served only a year of his 
two-year contract here 
before being replaced by 
Alberto Zaccerhoni. 

Doubts are being 
voiced over Simoni after 
Inter's miserable 2-0 
defeat to Real Madrid 
last Wednesday and a 
Serie A debut which saw 
them 2-0 down to 
newly-promoted 
Cagliari before scram- 
bling a 2-2 draw. 

Simoni. who was sum- 
moned for a meeting last 
week with club presi- 
dent Massimo Morarti, 
has told bis men to buck 
their ideas up in Sunday 
night’s home debut here 
against lowly Piacenza. 


first division play on 
Sunday. 

Real's goals both came 
from Spanish international 
Raul. 

Fernando Morientes 
wriggled clear on the left 
after eight minutes. When 
his shot was saved, Raul 
netted the loose ball. 

Dutch international 
Patrick Kluivert levelled 
things, however. 

Just signed for $14 mil- 
lion from Italian side AC 
Milan, he latched onto a 
rebound .following a 
Rivaldo free-kick after 13 
minutes. 

Raul scored his second, 
shapping to shoot from the 
edge of the area and then 
chipping the diving goal- 
keeper on 25 minutes, after 
being set up by Yugoslav 
Predrag Mijatovic. 



Barcelona’s Dutch star Reiziger, top, goes for the ball against Real Madrid’s 
Morientes, white shirt, during action in their Spanish 1st division league game in 
Real Madrid’s Santiago Bemabeu stadium. The game ended 2-2 (AP Photo) 


French champs Lens crash again; 
Metz fail to score again 


PARIS (AFP) — French champi- 
ons Lens crashed to a new low on 
Saturday, losing 3-1 at Lyon, 
while last season’s runner-up 
Metz slipped close to the bottom 
of the table after failing to score 
for the sixth game in a row. 

Lens' result left them with just 
seven points from six games and 
in ninth place in the table. 

Metz, meanwhile, found them- 
selves in 16th place and two off 
the bottom. 

League leaders Bordeaux play 
away to fourth-placed club 
Marseille on Sunday hoping to 
maintain their 100 per cent 
record, while Paris St Germain 


play hosts to third-placed 
Monaco in a sellout clash. 

Lens, who hoped their draw 
with Arsenal in the Champions’ 
League in midweek was a sign of 
improving form, were already 
two down by half-time, through 
Swiss striker Marco Grassi and 
his attack pertner Alain Caveglia 
— who produced a fine lob over 
the advancing ‘keeper. 

Wagneau Eloi gave Lens hope 
by pulling one back with a quar- 
ter-of-an-hour to go but a horri- 
ble mix-up between defender 
' Eric Sikora and goalkeeper 
Guillaume Warrauz allowed 
Cameroon World Cup star 


Josepb-Desire Job, who came on 
as a substitute, to walk the ball 
home into an empty net with two 
minutes to go. 

Metz, meanwhile, completed 
540 minutes of football without a 
goal. 

Their ineptitude in front of goal 
was underlined when Bruno 
Rodriguez missed a penalty. 
Their only points this season 
have come from three draws. 

Rennes, in fifth place, won 2-0 
against Bastia but had Moroccan 
World Cup star Youssef Rossi 
sent off. 

Auxerre, one place below them, 
won 3-1 over visiting Sochaux. 


They managed two fine goals, 
with Gerard Baticie netting a fine 
header after eight minutes and 
striker Steve Marlet putting away 
an acrobatic volley seven min- 
utes from the end. 

Struggling Strasbourg claimed 
their first win of the season, but 
only after Olivier Echouafni 
grabbed the winner three minutes 
into injury time, hammering the 
ball high into the net. 
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Jordan competes in first West 
Asian U-18 basketball tournament 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

\MMAN . — The 
kingdom's under- 1 8 boys 
‘ basketball team plays Iran 
Monday in. the second of 
their matches at the West 
^ian Basketball 

Tournament which opened 
in Beirut with five teams 

taking part. 

In addition to the 
Lebanese hosts, Jordan, 
Syria, Yemen and Iran are 
contesting the event for the 
first time. 

Jordan was to play 
Lebanon in their opening 
match Sunday the result of 
which was. unavailable by 
press time. 

Jordan plays Syria Sept, 
y 22, and Yemen Sept. 26. 


Tourament Schedule 


• Sept 21 
Yemen-Lebanon 

Jordan -Iran 
■ Sept. 22 
Syria-Jordan - r 1 
Iran-Yemen. 


»Sept^24; r . 

:Lebanon-Iran 


•Sept.2$ . 

Jordan-Yeraen 

Syria-Lebanon 


In August the newly- 
formed West Asian 
Federation organised the 
first zonal tournament for 
women in Amman with 
only three teams taking 
parL 

Lebanon won first place, 
followed by Jordan second 
and Syria third. 

Jordan's team includes 
WaJid Amman , Hamzeh 
Abdeen. Ay man Khali feh. 


lyas Wajih, Mu’tasem 
Saiameh, Talali Amman, 
Luay NajjarJ Khalil 
Nounou, Yazan Labadi, 
Mohammad ;Azzouqah, 
Mohammad Masri and 
Yazan Jarar. 

Ala* Bilbeisi was ruled 
out of the team after it 
appeared that he was three 
months older than the 
required age. 





Former heavyweight champion Mike Tyson pats his hand to his head during his 
boxing license reinstatement hearing before the Nevada i A thJebc : Commission at 
Caghman Field in Las Vegas. The decision has been delayed for another two 
weeks (AP Photo) 


Villeneuve 
claims help 
for 

Schumacher 


MILAN (AFP) — Formula 
One officials are doing 
everything to make 
Ferrari 's Michael 

Schumacher the next world 
champion, according to 
Williams rival Jacques 
Villeneuve. 

Schumacher has drawn 
level with McLaren’s Mika 
Hakkihen in the points 
table with two more races 
to the end of the season. 

Villeneuve, the reigning 
champion, said: “It would 1 
be great if Hakkinen were 
to be my successor for the 
world] title. But from my 
point | of view, if 
Schumacher were to win I 
would! be relieved. 

*Td| know then that 
nobody would be doing 
anything to make him win 
it next season.” 

The I Canadian went on: 
“McLaren have the best car 
and two good drivers, but 
they seemed to be doing 
everything to lose the 
championship. 

“At the start of the sea- 
son, they were so far in 
from of everyone else that 
they didn't think about fur- 
ther development 
“They’re coining back 
into ic, but now they have 
to reckon with the fact that 
Michael is always in the 
right place at the right time. 
Especially when the yellow 
flags appear at the track- 
side”! 

The yellow flag is a dan- 
ger signal, telling drivers 
there is an obstacle ahead 
and not to overtake. If 
waved, they must slow 
down. 

Villeneuve, who will be 
leaving Williams at the end 
of the season for the new 
BAR team, also took a 
swipe at Schumacher him- 
self. 

“Ferrari don’t exist,” he 
told ANSA news agency. 
“The team is registered as 
Ferrari but in fact it’s 
Schumacher who gives all 
the orders. Eveiyone there 
works for Team 
Schumacher’." 

As for the German’s 
brother and Jordan driver 
Ralf. Villeneuve said: 
“Ralf isn’t like his brother 
very much. He seems a 
nice guy.” 


Kournikova to challenge Sanchez and Seles 


TOKYO (AFP) — 
Russian teenage sensation 
Anna - Kournikova will 
make her Japanese debut 
Tuesday up against a 
strong field led by 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
\ and Monica Seles in the 
I 5450,000. Princess Cup 
tennis tournament. 

The 1 7-year-old 

Russian, who caused a 
sensation by reaching the 
Wimbledon semi-finals 
last season, is making a 
belated debut after she 
failed to come to Tokyo a 
year ago when her mother 
failed to get a visa. 

Kournikova reached her 
first final at Key Biscayne 
in March, but she was 
sidelined after she 
strained her right thumb 
in a fall during a victory 
over Steffi Graf of 
Germany at Eastbourne in 
, June. 

\ Fifth-seeded 
f Kournikova, seeking to 
avenge her loss to 
Sanchez Vicario at the 
U.S. Open two weeks 
ago, was drawn in the 
same quarter with the top- 
seeded French Open 

champion. 

But Kournikova has to 
beat Czech Adriana Gersi 
the first round, and 
Wang Shi-ting of Taiwan 
°r a qualifier in the sec- 
ond before gening a 



Anna Kournikova 
match against the 
Spaniard. 

The upper half of the 
draw also includes fourth 
seed Dominique Van 
Roost of Belgium and 
seventh seed Anke Huber 
of Germany. 


for sale due to leaving country 

. VW POLO hatchback. Perfect condition 
1.6 lit., 5 speed, 9000 km, Air Bag, A/C 
Power windows, ABS, CD player. 

JD1 2,750 

Please call 5682735 - 079/23552 


Commonwealth Games 

Jarrett ends long wait for gold 

Aussie mother-of-five wins marathon 


Seles will defend her 
singles title as the second 
seed heading the bottom 
half against third seed 
Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa, sixth seed Lisa 
Raymond of the United 
States, and eighth seed 
Henrieta Nagyova of 
Slovakia. 

Graf and Japan’s ace Ai 
Sugiyaraa both pulled out 
with injuries, while for- 
mer Japanese national 
champion Naoko 

Sawamatsu, who will 
hang up her racket next 
month, makes her final 
appearance in a WTA 
event here. 

Seeded players: 

1. Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario (Spa) 

2. Monical Seles (USA) 

3. Amanda Coetzer 
(Rsa) 

4. Dominique Van Roost 
(Bel) 

5. Anna Kournikova 
(Rus) 

6. Lisa Raymond (USA) 

7. Anke Huber (Ger) 

8. Henrieta Nagyova 
(Svk 


Princess Basma Women’s Resource Centre is 
currently compiling a data base of specialists in the 
field of Gender and Development 
Please help us identify local sources and experts in 
this field by sending CVs, showing any academic, 
professional or training background in Gender, so 
that you will be included in the data base. 

Kindly send all Information to the following address: 

The Information Unit 

Princess Basma Women’s Resource Centre 
P.O. Box: 230511 

Amman -111123 -Jordan 

Or through the e-mail address: 

Pbwrc @ amra.nic.go v.jo 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Athletics nearly man 
Tony Jarrett led England on 
their best day of the 
Commonwealth Games on 
Sunday as the 70-natioD 
spectacle neared its close. 

But medal table leaders 
Australia were inspired by 
mother of five Heather 
Turland, who trained with a 
broken leg and still won the 
showpiece marathon. 

England won 10 golds in 
all, four in boxing through 
Audley Harrison, Chris 
Bessey, John Pearce and 
Courtney Fiy. The bad- 
minton and squash squads 
added two each. 

England now have 33 
golds, but trail Australia 
who have 75. 

Jarrett, 29, won the 110m 
hurdles after getting 13 
minor medals at major 
championships, and shoot- 
er Michael Gault became 
the second most successful 
competitor at the Games 
with four titles. 

Jarrett, cashing in on the 
absence of world record 
holder Colin Jackson, who 
opted to race for big money 
in Tokyo, rattled several 
hurdles but edged 
Trinidadian Steve Brown 
by a hundredth of a second 
to win in 13.48sec. 

Gault. who wryly 
remarked that he would 
have won four cars and a 
house if he had been com- 
peting for hosts Malaysia, 
took his personal tally of 
golds to four with a win in 
the individual air pistol. 

Australian swim sensa- 
tion Susie O’Neill is way 
out in front with six golds. 

Turland, at 38 the oldest 
member of the Australian 
athletics squad, broke her 
leg earlier this year but put 
on a special light cast so 
she could swim to keep fit. 

She had intended to retire 
after the Games but victory 
in 2hr 41 min 24sec reignit- 
ed her ambition and she 
decided to race on until the 
2000 Sydney Olympics. 

There was a first gold for 
Lesotho from marathon 
man Thabiso Moqhali, so 
unheralded that his name 
was spelt three different 
ways by organisers. 

Moqhali. a gold miner 
who supplements his wages 
by competing in interna- 
tional marathons, is expect- 
ed to be rewarded by his 
government for delivering 
their first win. 

“We cannot find words to 
describe his victory — it 
was unexpected,” said a 
Lesotho official. 

Australia’s Michelle 
Martin won her second 
gold in squash's debut 
Martin, whose brothers 
were both successful 
squash players, added the 
mixed doubles title to her 
singles crown. She teamed 
up with Craig Rowland to 
beat top-seeded English 
pair Simon Parke and 
Suzanne Homer 15-4, 15-7. 

In the men’s doubles final 
Australia's Rodney Eyles, 
the world singles champi- 
on, and Byron Davis 
crashed to English left-han- 
der Paul Johnson and Mark 
Chaloner. England's Cassie 
Jackman and Sue Wright 



Lisa Dick of Australia finishes second in the Women’s 
Marathon and embraces first place finisher and team- 
mate Heather Turland Sunday at the 16th 
Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur i AP Photo) 


world indoor champion 
John Price of Wales in the 
men’s singles and South 
Africa's Lesly Hartwell 
beat local hope Saedah 
Abdul Rahim. 

Kelly Morgan of Wales 
beat Apama Popat of India 
to win the badminton 
women’s singles and in 
cycling there was golds for 
Australia’s Alayna Bums in 
the 24km points race and 
the Aussie team in the pur- 
suit. 

Elsewhere in the athlet- 
ics, there was a new Games 
record in the pole vault by 
South African Riaan Botha, 
who benefited from the 
absence of compatriot 
Okkert Brits, posting a 
mark of 5.60 metres. 

The men's long jump pro- 
duced a duel between 
Australians Jai Taurimai 
and Peter Burge, both 
equalling the Games record 
of 8.22 metres. Burge won 
the gold on countback. 

There was joy too for 
Beatrice Faumuina of New 
Zealand who had found life 
difficult since winning the 
world title last year. She 
got rid of her blues by tak- 
ing the Commonwealth dis- 



Alexandre Despatie of Canada competes in the semi finals of Men’s Platform Diving 
Sunday at the 16th Commonwealth Games in Kuala Lumpur (AP Photo) 

won the women’s doubles. Zimbabwe's Roy Garden, cuss w j l j 1 a Games 
There was double gold an outsider at the start of recor d throw of 65.92m. 
for Africa in lawn bowls, competition, beat former 


Wanted Furnished Apartment 

— In Shmeisani Area — 

Two-bedroom apartment with deluxe furnishing, 
ground floor with a small garden/ or high floor with a 
terrace, Suitable for a foreign Company Manager. 
Preferable availability of a telephone. 

Please contact Tel.: 5697613 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and unfurnished apartments 
Annual rent 
— Two bedrooms — 

Location: Jabal Amman 

between 3rd & 4th Circle 
Tel.: 4642351 -079/50504 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
IN SWEIFIEH FOR RENT 

New American Furniture (Drexel Heritage), 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, living & dining area, sitting room with veran- 
da,AC/satellite, phone, garage, and access to a garden, 
suits diplomats or high class business persons. 

Interested tenants call 5602883 or 079/7 4437 
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Israel-PNA diplomatic 


fight continues at U.N. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Israeli- 
Palestinian diplomatic back 
moves to UN. headquarters in 
New York this week after U.S. 
envoy Dennis Ross failed 
again to break the lS-month- 
old deadlock in the peace 
negotiations. 

Israel’s Prime Minister 
Bcnyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat will personally take 
charge of the dispute on the 
sidelines of the UN. General 
Assembly session which opens 
Monday officials said Sunday. 

Ross left the region Saturday 
night after 1 1 days of inconclu- 
sive talks aimed at gaming 
agreement to a U.S. package 
proposal centred on Israel 
withdrawing from 13 per cent 
more of the West Bank in 
exchange for tougher 
Palestinian action agamsi ter- 
rorism. 

Israeli and Palestinian lead- 
ers were careful in public not to 
call Ross' latest mission a fail- 
ure, speaking of “some 
progress” on the host of issues 
making up the U.S. package 
deal. 

But each side also blamed 


the other lor the lack of success 
in language which differed lit- 
tle from the mutual recrimina- 
tions which have characterised 
their stalled negotiations for 
months. 

“It is the Palestinians who are 
d raggin g thing s out because 
they have not given serious 
answers on the need to fight 
terrorism," Netanyahu said on 
Israel Radio Sunday. 

“Netanyahu is still placing 
obstacles in the way and is 
wasting time." replied Nabil 
Abu Rude inn, Arafat's 
spokesman, recalling that the 
Palestinians accepted the U.S. 
proposals months ago. 

Netanyahu and Arafat, how- 
ever. each left open the possi- 
bility that they could hold their 
first direct meeting in nearly a 
year if progress can first be 
made over the U.S. proposals. 

“A series of meetings will be 
held in New York to continue 
the negotiations and if there is 
any progress on the Israeli side 
then there might be a trilateral 
meeting," Abu Rudeina told 
AFP, referring to a meeting of 
Netanyahu, Arafat and U.S. 
Secretary of Stale Madeleine 
A1 bright. 


“A meeting is possible, but 
no thing has been decided yet." 
said Netanyahu. 

Israeli officials warned, how- 
ever. that Palestinian plans to 
use the General Assembly ses- 
sion to promote their drive for 
statehood could sour the bilat- 
eral negotiations. 

“We are worried that the 
Palestinians use the General 
Assembly session to accuse 
Israel of being to blame for the 
stalemate in the peace 
process," said David Bar-Hlan, 
Netanyahu’s spokesman. 

Abu Rudeina confirmed that 
Arafat viewed the UN. meet- 
ing as an important platform to 
present the Palestinians’ posi- 
tion. 

‘This will be the first time 
that the leader of a non-mem- 
ber will address the General 
Assembly on equal footing 
with other members." he told 
AFP. 

“Arafat will give a very 
important speech that will con- 
stitute a new stage in defining 
the Palestinian interests in die 
peace process and die 
Palestinians' right to establish 
an independent state,” he said. 

Arafat has warned repeatedly 


in recent months that the 
Palestinians will unilaterally 
proclaim statehood when the 
Oslo interim peace accords 
with Israel expire on May 4, 
1999. 

Netanyahu has warned in 
return that Israel would 
respond with its own “unilater- 
al measures" — an apparent 
reference to economic sanc- 
tions and the possible annexa- 
tion of parts of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip still under 
Israeli control. 

Israel's foreign ministry last 
week said Netanyahu's main 
aim at the upcoming UN. ses- 
sion was to foil a series of 
Palestinian ini natives designed 
to boost their bid for statehood. 

Israel is particularly troubled 
by a document circulated by 
the PLQ delegation to the 
United Nations last week out- 
lining plans to seek UN. 
recognition of the Palestinians' 
right to statehood. 

Israel also wants to prevent 
the Palestinians from challeng- 
ing Israel's credentials at the 
United Nations by seeking a 
clear statement that Israel's 
representation does not cover 
the occupied territories. 


Most Israelis prefer Palestinians 
expelled from West Bank, Gaza 


TEL AVTV CAP) — About 
two-thirds of Israelis wish it 
were possible to expel 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, a poll 
indicated Sunday. 

In the poll published by the 
Israeli newspaper Maariv, 
the question was posed as a 
hypothetical one because of 
the enormous political and 
military repercussions such 
a step would have. 

. If there were no such price 
to be paid, 65-per cent of the 
respondents said they would 
support expelling the 
Palestinians. 

Twenty-six per cent were 
opposed, and 9 per cent did 
not express an opinion. 

However, a political party 
advocating expulsion of 
Palestinians from the West 
Bank and Gaza won only 
two seats in Israel’s 120-seat 
parliament in the 1996 gen- 
eral election. 

Maariv said respondents to 
the poll, conducted by 
Gallup, were 550 adults. It 
did not say whether the 
respondents included 
Israel’s minority Arab citi- 
zens. or describe the polling 
method. 

The margin of error was 
4.5 percentage points, it said. 

Responding to another 
question, 54 per cent 
believed that the Arabs 
would not give up their 
dream of destroying the state 
of Israel, but 34 per cent said 
Arabs are interested in mak- 
ing peace with Israel. 

A large majority. 71 per 
cent, expected Israel to ben- 
efit economically if it signs 
peace agreements with all 
the Arab nations. 


Killer put under house arrest 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — A 
Jerusalem court on Sunday ordered a 
Jewish settler suspected in the fatal shoot- 
ing of a Palestinian teen-ager put under 
effective house arrest pending a decision on 
any formal charges. 

Palestinians bitterly protested the deci- 
sion and called Thursday's shooting an 
unprovoked attack. Settlers defended the 
suspect’s action and demanded his release. 

The settler — ,J AVsHaT6ra 'Ladarii, 35, of 
the Dolev settlement in the West Bank near 
the town of Ramailah — was to stay in a 
Jerusalem hostel, where his family would 
be allowed to join him, for at least a week. 

The two-day Jewish New Year’s holiday 
begins at sundown on Sunday. 

Ladani posted 5.000 shekels ($1,350) 
bond and was ordered not to discuss the 
case with anyone else involved in it, on 
either side. 

The slain Palestinian youth, 17-year-old 
lyad Kabasma, was walking home from 


teen-agers when the 
Another youth was 


school with other 
shooting occurred, 
wounded as well. 

The teen-agers denied they had been 
throwing rocks. 

Ladani told police he fired in the air after 
his car was stoned, and that he was not 
aware anyone had been hit. He turned him- 
self in several hours after the shooting. 

Israeli radios said tests found that the bul- 
let that killed Kabasma had come from 
Ladani’ s hand gun. 

“We are not happy when people are 
killed." said settler leader Aharon Domb. 
“But everyone who creates a dangerous sit- 
uation and tries to kill Jews — he is putting 
himself in danger." Palestinian official 
Ahmed Tibi, an adviser to Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, told army radio said 
the handling of the case showed the gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu was giving a green light to set- 
tlers who attacked Palestinians. 


‘Dimona reactor on verge of collapse’ 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel’s nuclear reac- 
tor at Dimona is on the verge of collapse 
due to radiation eating away at the facili- 
ty’s metal superstructure, according to a 
report in the Yediot Aharonot newspaper. 
“The damage to the metal building cover- 
ing the nuclear reactor is severe and it 
may collapse as a result of the high levels 
of radiation," the newspaper quoted a U.S. 
nuclear expert, Harold Howe, as saying. 

The Yediot Aharonot said Howe had 
posted his report on Dimona on the 
Internet, citing “internal documents" from 
the nuclear facility which is believed to be 
the centre of Israel's nuclear weapons pro- 
gramme. 

In the Internet article. Howe also cited 
satellite photos taken by a Russian spy 
plane in 1989 which allegedly reveal evi- 
dence of serious radiation leaks at 
Dimona. 


The infra-red photographs show an 
absence of vegetation around parts of the 
reactor, a development Howe compared to 
serious pollution around a similar facility 
in Hanford. Washington. 

The Hanford site was closed 10 year ago 
and the United States has spent billions of 
dollars cleaning up the area, he said. 

The Howe report said a serious debate 
had been launched among Israel's leaders 
over whether to close Dimona. 

But Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's office dismissed the report as 
“stupid.” 

“TTie [Dimonaj reactor is in conformity 
with international standards and also with 
harsh Israeli standards.” the Yediot 
Aharonot quoted an unnamed official as 
saying. 

“This report is stupid and instils unnec- 
essary fear in the public,” said the official. 



WOMAN: Tortrait of a Woman' by Yolande Labaki, one of the exhibits at the Daxat 
AI Fomin, celebrating 50 years of Lebanese Graphic Art The exhibition runs until 
the end of September (see story page 3) (Photo courtesy of Darat Al Funun) 


In first-time visit by Iranian premier in 12 years 


Khatami appeals for 


dialogue to avert war 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Iranian President 
Mohammad Khatami on 
Sunday appealed for a dia- 
logue between peoples, and 
pledged to do eveiything pos- 
sible to avert war with 
Afghanistan. 

Khatami, who was given a 
rapturous reception at a two- 
hour meeting in a UN. hall 
with 800 members of die 
Iranian community in the 
United States, matte no specif- 
ic reference to relations with 
Washington, participants said. 

He is making the first visit 
by an Iranian president to the 
United States in 12 years. As 
part of his effort to end his 
Islamic nation’s decades-long 
isolation from the West, he 
spoke on the eve of a landmark 
address to the U.N. General 
Assembly on Monday. 

Most of his speech was 
devoted to quoting from the 
mythology-inspired work of 
Iranian poet Shah Nameh, the 
Iranian Homer who wrote that 
Iranians should respect each 
other as well as their enemies. 

Responding to a question 
about Afghanistan, Khatami 
stressed that he was making 
every effort to avoid war with 
the Taleban authorities blamed 
for the killing of eight Iranian 
diplomats and a journalist in 
northern Afghanistan 

He accused the fundamen- 
talist Sunni militia of exporting 
Alien drugs, and said the 
Taleban’s brand of Islam was 
“backward." 

“What they have done is 


inexcusable," he said, appar- 
ently referring to die recent 
murders which prompted a 
sudden upsurge in tensions 
between the two neighbours. 

Iran’s Shiite authorities back 
the Afghan opposition balding 
the Taleban in northern 
Afghanistan The Taleban now 
control more than 90 per cent 
of Afghan Lemtory, but are still 
denied Afghanistan’s UN. 
seat. 

“We will do everything we 
can to avoid war. But you 
Iranians will understand if we 
defend your land if necessary ” 
said Khatami according to a 
participant who translated his 
remarks from Farsi. 

Khatami also hoped that the 
international community 
would “bring pressure" on the 
Taleban to avert armed con- 
flict. 

_ U.N. chief Kofi Annan has 
convened a ministerial-level 
meeting on Afghanistan on 
Monday on the sidelines of the 
UN. General Assembly, to be 
attended by slx Afghan neigh- 
bours plus the United States 
and Russia. 

Washington has not had 
diplomatic relations with 
Tehran since the 1979 hostage- 
taking in Iran. 

Khatami stressed that the 
Iranian diaspora had a role in 
opening up his country. More 
than two million people of 
Persian extraction are estimat- 
ed to live in the United States. 

He told his audience that 
ending Iran’s isolation was not 
only his duty, but that as 


banians, they had to start a dia- 
logue between civilisations. 

The West looks at Iran as a 
market and as a sphere of 
influence, he said. But they 
also need to know the culture 
and the centuries-old civilisa- 
tion of Iran. 

Khatami, a moderate who 
took office in August last year, 
also mentioned domestic poli- 
tics by referring to “the prob- 
lem we have inside." but did 
not get into details on his strug- 
gle with the hardline clerics. 

Asked about recent newspa- 
per closures which have 
sparked complaints by human 
rights groups, Khatami said: 
“We don’t want any newspa- 
per or any voice to be 
silenced.” 

“But we have a long way to 
go before freedom becomes 
institutionalised in our coun- 
try," he acknowledged, and 
stressed that internal problems 
“cannot be resolved 
overnight.” 

Khatami’s specially-invited 
audience gave him two stand- 
ing ovations and repeatedly 
interrupted his remarks with 
applause. 

Reacting afterwards, one 
woman who declined to be 
identified said: “It’s a new 
beginning. As a woman. I was 
very impressed He believes in 
freedom for women.” 

“He’s a good president,” said 
New York businessman 
Benyamin Tonosian, who 
noted that Khatami had 
encouraged the Iranian diaspo- 
ra to renew links with Iran. 


Iraq to meet Annan on arms stand-off 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is to 
send a delegation to New York 
shortly to meet UN. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan to try to 
resolve the standoff between 
Baghdad and UN. weapons 
inspectors, an Iraqi official 
said. 

The meeting would discuss a 
proposal by Annan dealing 
with both the standoff and the 
review of trade sanctions on 
Iraq, said Amir Al Saadi an 
adviser at the Presidential 
Office. 

“We have heard about those 
suggestions and we are quite 
satisfied with them." Saadi told 
a news conference late on 
Saturday night. 

“Has the disarmament issue 
been implemented or 
not?... This is the core of his 
[Annan’s] suggestions,” said 
Saadi who is also Iraq’s top 
negotiator with the UN. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM) in charge of dis- 
mantling Iraq's weapons of 
mass detraction. 

Saadi said Annan's proposals 
“deal with Section C of the 


Security Council Resolution 
6S7 which is what we have 
been calling for." 

Section C deals with ending 
the embargo on Iraqi oil 
exports imposed as punish- 
ment for Baghdad’s T 990 inva- 
sion of Kuwait 

“There will be a high-level 
meeting between the secretary 
general and the Iraqi side in the 
nearest future.” he said. 

Iraq decided to halt coopera- 
tion with UNSCOM and the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) — which 
monitors Iraq’s nuclear pro- 
gramme — unless UNSCOM 
is restructured to reduce what 
Iraq calls excessive U.S. influ- 
ence. 

It also called for an end to die 
UN. trade sanctions. 

In response to the Iraqi deci- 
sion, the Security Council on 
September 9 decided to sus- 
pend its regular 60-day review 
of sanctions against Baghdad 
but called for a “comprehen- 
sive review’" of embargoes if 
Baghdad resumed cooperation 
with UN. arms inspectors. 


Without the reviews there is 
no hope of lifting or easing the 
embargoes. 

Saadi said Iraq would not 
talk with UNSCOM to resolve 
the standoff. “It is useless. We 
have been talking with them 
for the past seven years and 
that led us to nowhere." 

Iraq allows UN. arms 
inspectors to monitor sites 
which have been identified as 
haring evidence of prohibited 
weapons but it threatened on 
Wednesday to halt that if the 
Security Council did not 
rescind its resolution suspend- 
ing the regular reviews of sanc- 
tions. 

Nils Carlstjum. director of 
UNSCOM’s Baghdad 
Monitoring and Verification 
Centre, said monitoring of 
declared sites was going on 
normally. 

“Monitoring of declared sites 
is being conducted in a profes- 
sional way,” Carlstrom told 
Reuters on Sunday, adding that 
there were six UN. permanent 
teams in Iraq to monitor some 
100 sites. 


Sudan promises ‘painful’ 
response if U.S. were 
to attack again 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
President Omar AI Bashir 
vowed Sunday to retaliate 
if the United States 
attacked Sudan again as 
thousands of people staged 
a rally exactly one month 
after die U.S. missile strike 
on a Khartoum drugs plant. 

Sudan “reserves the right 
to respond and our 
response will this time be 
painful” Bashir told a rally 
marking the- August 20 
attack on the Al Shifaa 
plant which the United 
States claimed was making 
materials for chemical 


acts of terrorism. 

“Our message to 
Muslims around the world 
is that the U.S. administra- 


weapons. 

He- said the Sudanese 
government had received 
an unsigned six-point note 
from the United States 
warning that Washington 
would hit Sudan again if 
any of its interests in the 
world were subjected to 


tion is waging war against 
us because we are sticking 
to our Islamic values. The 
U.S. wants us to go down 
on our knees but we have 
vowed not to kneel except 
in prayer for Allah," Bashir 
said. - 

The United States 
launched cruise missiles 
against the factory, as well 
as a base in Afghanistan 
linked to Islamic militant 
Osama Ben Laden, follow- 
ing deadly attacks against 
American embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania on 
August 7. 

Sudanese authorities 
have insisted that the AI 
Shifaa factory only pro- 
duced pharmaceutical and 
veterinary medicines. 


Taleban call for improved 
relations with Tehran’ 


KABUL (AFP) — 
Afghanistan's ruling Taleban 
want peace with neighbouring 
Iran and will not impose any 
conditions on improving ties, 
an official told AFP Sunday, on 
the eve of an international 
meeting on the war-tom coun- 
try. 

“We don’t have any condi- 
tion for normalisation of our 
relations with Iran," the 
Islamic militia's vice minister 
of infoanation. Mullah 
Abdurrahman Hook, said 
“We only expect them to stop 
their interference in our 
affairs.” 

The call for improving rela- 
tions came as the Taleban 
released five Iranians taken 
captive by their troops during 
battles against opposition 
Mujahedaen factions through- 
out the country in recent 
weeks. 

The Iranians, who were 
released as part of a “goodwill’ 
measure by the Taleban, flew 
into Islamabad from the south- 


western Afghan city of 
Kandahar aboard a special 
Pakistan Air Force aircraft late 
Saturday. 

They were being flown to 
Tehran on a Pakistan 
International Airlines flight on 
Sunday, diplomatic sources in 
Pakistan said 

“We hope they understand 
the sensitivity of the situation," 
Hoiak said adding, “if they 
have any problem with us we 
can discuss it through the 
UN.” 

Iran’s parliament is to hold a 
closed-door session Tuesday 
on the crisis in relations. IRNA 
reported Sunday. 

Intelligence Minister 
Qorban-Ali Donie- 

Najafabadi. Defence Minister 
All Shamkhani and Deputy 
Foreign Minister Mohseo 
Amimadeh will inform the 
parliament “on security, 
defence and political aspects of 
the developments in 
Afghanistan and recent moves 
by the Taleban,” it said 



Mandela to receive 
honorary degree 
from Harvard 


Beauty queen 
gives up crown 
at home 


PORT-OF-SPAIN (AP) - 
Miss Universe Wendy 
Fitzwilliam will be right at 
home when she gives away 
her crown next year, as her 
home nation of Trinidad 
and Tobago was chosen to 
host the 1999 pageant 
Trade and Tourism 
Minister Mervyn Assam 
made the announcement at 
a news conference 
Saturday. saying that 
Trinidad and Tobago had 
bid $3 millio n to host die 
pageant. FitzwQliam's 
reign as Miss Universe 
helped the Caribbean coun- 
try win out over other con- 
tenders such as Mexico, 
Jamaica and Israel, . even 
though it did not make the 
highest bid, said Assam. 


Rolling Stones 
wrapOp^orfcT 
tour in Istanbul 


ISTANBUL(AFP) — The 
Roiling Stones on Saturday 
wrapped up their Bridges 
to Babylon tour with first- 
ever concert in Istanbul 
“Turkey, are you ready?,” 
Mick Jagger asked the 
crowd of approximately 
40,000 spectators, who 
responded with a roan The 
band kicked off the concert 
with “Satisfaction” almost 
an hour behind schedule to 
an expectant audience. But 
it was “Paint It Black,” 
which Jagger described as 
having been “done under 
Turkish influence." that 
really brought down the 
house. 


Richard Gere 
visits St John’s 
Grotto on Patmos 


ATHENS (AH 3 ) — Movie 
star Richard Gere, holiday- 
ing on the Greek island of 
Patmos, said a visit to the 
cave where St. John wrote 
the Book of Revelations 
reminded him of Tibet The 
cave of St. John, the focal 
point of the Orthodox faith, 
reminded the star of “Pretty 
Woman” of the cave of a 
Tibetan saint, Milarepa, he 
told Greek Mega televi- 
sion. “Any place where 
people had very serious 
contemplations, serious 
works on their mind and 
their hearts, it imbues the 
environment, you can feel 
it,” said Gere, a convert to 
Buddhism. 
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CAMBRIDGE (AP) — 
South African President 
Nelson Mandela’s hon- 
orary law degree from 
Harvard puts him in heady 
company. Mandela, 80, is 
one of only three people to 
receive an honorary degree 
from Harvard at a time, 
other than the university's 
commencement exercises. 
The others were George 
Washington in 1776 and 
Winston Churchill in 1943. 
The honor “holds great 
symbolic significance to 
the mind and to the future 
memory of this great 
American institution — the 
name of an African is now 
added to those two illustri- 
ous leaders." Mandela said 
to a standing ovation of 
more than 8,000 people in 
Harvard Yard on Friday. 


Spielberg decorated 


ARLINGTON (AP) - 
Director Steven Spielberg 
has received the army's 
highest civilian decoration 
for “Saving Private Ryan," 
his gritty depiction of 
American soldiers in com- 
bat during World War fl- 
Army Secretary Louis 
Caldera presented 

Spielberg with the 

Distinguished Civilian 
Service Award on 

Thursday and lauded hint 
for “reminding Americans 
of the sacrifices that sol- 
diers make to defend our 
country.” Defence 

Secretary William Colte® 
said he left his viewing of 
the movie in silence, struck 
by its profound impact 
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